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Pre-order any of these games and
get 10% off the value of the game &
A we will deliver it to your door for FREE! ‘
ExcLusivE To GamINGINC MEMBERS ON PRE-ORDER!
ONNEC

Ger 13GB FREE ADSL sanowinTH (vALueD AT R500) From LXK IS PI[HXS G X&
SIGN-UP AT WWW.GAMINGINC.CO.ZA. T's & C's Aeeiy

Duke Nukem
Forever

The Witcher 2 4
Assassins of Kings

g

)

| “THE R\
WIS
M N

)

¥/  PS3, XBOX R599.95 _ Premium PC Edition PS3, XBOX R599.95
" PC R399.95 il R399.95 > PC R399.95
DLC Exclusive i :
on pre-order

visit www.gaminginc.co.za

i\

=

www.incredible.co.za
PROMOTION VALID APRIL 2011

*RELEASE AND AVAILABILITY DATES MAY CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE FROM SUPPLIER.

Incredible Call Centre 0860 011 700 Prices include 14% VAT.
All standard terms and conditions of Incredible Connection & suppliers herein apply. E&OE.

All names, logos, images, characters, slogans, likenesses, trademarks, copyrights and other c I I c I

intellectual property featured are the exclusive property of their respective owners and are used WHERE TECHNOLOGY & HUMANITY MEET

under licence from these owners.




/ contents /

Editor
Michael “RedTide" James
ed@nag.co.za

Technical Writer
Neo “"ShockG" Sibeko

Desperately Seeking...
Geoff "GeometriX" Burrows
Dane "Barkskin " Remendes

Contributing Editor
Lauren “Guardi3n " Das Neves

International Correspondent
Miktar "Miktar" Dracon

Contributors
Rodain Joubert
Walt Pretorius
Miklos Szecsei
Pippa Tshabalala
Tarryn Van Der Byl
Derrick Cramer
Ettienne Venter

Art Director
Chris "SAVAGE" Savides

Photography
Chris "SAVAGE" Savides
Dreamstime.com

Sales Executive

Cheryl "Cleona” Bassett
cheryl@nag.co.za

+27 723229875

Marketing And Promotions Manager
Jacqui "Jax" Jacobs
jacqui@nag.co.za

+27827788439

Office Assistant
Paul Ndebele

Contact Details
P.0. Box 237
Olivedale

2158

South Africa

Tel +27 11 704 2679
Fax+27 11 704 4120

Subscription Department
subs@nag.co.za

Internet
WWW.Nag.co.za

Printing
Impress Web Printers
0312632755

Distribution
Jmd Distribution

Copyright 2011 NAG.

All Rights Reserved. No Article Or Picture In
This Magazine May Be Reproduced, Copied
Or Transmitted In Any Form Whatsoever
Without The Express Written Consent Of
The Publisher. Opinions Expressed In The
Magazine Are Not Necessarily Those Of The
Publisher Or The Editors. All Trademarks
And Registered Trademarks Are The Sole
Property Of Their Respective Owners.

Don't Pirate NAG!

8/ www.nag.co.za

Regulars Opinion

10 Ed's Note 14 |, Gamer

12 Inbox 16 The Game Stalker

14 Bytes 18 The Indie Investigator

70 Looking Back: The Settlers I 20 Miktar's Meanderings
76 Hardwired
78 Life, Hardware and Ch@ps
102 Game QOver

Features
@ 40 Top 8 covert ways to display your gaming habits
Let everyone know you're a gamer, secret-agent style.

42 Things that didn’t take forever
In the spirit of Duke, strippers and plagiarism, we take a look at how
much faster every other person on the planet is at getting things done
than Mr Nukem is.

62 Duke Nukem Forever
Boobs! Balls! Strip clubs! Copious exclamation! Miktar visits a strip club
to bring you this awesome feature filled with all those wonderful things!

80 Big on Sound
Neo and Geoff put their eardrums, neighbours and pets at serious risk by
testing a whole bunch of speakers to fit every budget. Their ears are still
bleeding and Michael refuses to pay their hospital bills. LOL.

Previews (28] (36)

28 Prototype 2

30 Silent Hill: Downpour

32 The Darkness 2

34 The Next Big Thing

36 WWE All Stars
Reviews

@ L4 Reviews: Introduction
45 Short Reviews: Beyond Good & Evil HD [360]
The Hell in Vietnam [PC]

46 Test Drive Unlimited 2 [360]
48 MindJack [360]
50 Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds  [360]
52 Bulletstorm [PC]
55 Stacking [360]
56 Killzone 3 [PS3]
58 Fight Night: Champion [PS3]
60 Knights Contract [360]
61 Rango [360]

Hardware (96)

72 Tech News

76 Lazy Gamer's Guide: Cyborg R.AT. 9

78 Dream Machine

92 Coolermaster HAF-X (RG-942-KKN1)

93 AOC e2243Fw LED Monitor

94 Roccat Alumic Mousepad | Roccat Kulo Headset
95 Cyborg V.7

96 Toshiba Qosmio X500

97 ASUS Eee Note

98 GIGABYTE GeForce GTX560 Ti Super Overclock
100 DIY:Hands-on with Dremel — Case Modding 101 Part 2



Drake’s Deception

Uncharted 3 will see
protagonist Nathan Drake
and mentor Victor Sullivan
travelling around the
world to such places as
the Rub’ al Khali desert,
in search of the legendary
lost city, the Iram of the
Pillars. The plot will draw from the archaeology days
of T. E. Lawrence.
New features in Uncharted 3 will include “enhanced
backward climbing”, automatic ammunition pickup,
and the ability to fight multiple enemies at once. En-
emy Al is improved, providing the ability for enemies
to form squads. Multiplayer and co-op features will
also be greatly expanded. it will also support stereo-

scopic 3D.

Uncharted 3: Drake’s Deception
Ps3 5599” + i
Available November 2011

Battlefield 3

Battlefield 3 will feature

the maximalist combined

arms battles that made

the series popular across

single-player, co-operative

and multiplayer modes.

It will reintroduce several

elements absent from the

Bad Company games,
including fighter jets, the prone position and 64-player
battles on PC, while the consoles will support 24
players. A new animation system will allow players to
*“drag fallen comrades info safety and mount weap-
ons on almost any part of the terrain.” The destructible
environments of DICE's Frostbite engine will also be
in use.

Battlefield 3
PCRZ Q99 + -
PSIRAQQT +

XBox340 II49999 +

Available November 2011
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Cabela’s
Dangerous Hunts
20m

It's 1982 in Uganda where
Samson, an unkown
character (the player), and
your guide, Mbeki, are
hunting a creature called
the “kaftar*(which the locals
think is @ demon that can
only be destroyed by fire, whereas your troops think
i's a Hyena that's slaughtering thousands of people.)
You see cave drawings that look like hyenas and hear
hyena-like laughter. Samson turns off the lights and
turns them back on, but the unknown hunter gets
attacked by the Kaftar. Mbeki shoots it, but the bullet
takes no effect. It is not known whether the unknown

Cabela’s Dangerous Hunts 2011
P53 R49999 + |

XBox3&0 R49999 +

Wi R39999 +

Available 6 May

L.A. Noire FEA.R. Duke Nukem Tropico 4 Dungeon
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+ R75 Gift Card + R50 Gift Card PCR3QQ%9 # RS0 Gift Card PCR3QQ9? Gun Bundle
XBox360 RE Q99 PS3R5Q Q99 + R50 Gift Card XBox360 RE Q99 + R0 Gift Cord P53 Gun Bundie RE Q99 +
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| shall call him Squishy

Like never giving in to the demands of terrorists as policy, you should never
pay the ransom when it comes to emotional blackmail. The simplicity of this
rule is important because if you pay once you'll be paying forever, and then

you die unhappy and baby seals can get hurt, even. This is a good rule..

which | follow when it suits me.

This overly elaborate introduction sets the
scene and backdrops the need to sometimes
hear what the terrorists have to say. Actually
listen to their demands and while you
ultimately must give a thumbs-up on firing
resolution to the SWAT and kill the stinking
lot of them, you must also identify with the
thinking that went into the whole endeavour.

Not too long ago Miktar said this to me,
"you know when you stopped being a gamer
though? When you started signing your name
as Michael James under your Ed's Note. | miss
RedTide. That dude was cool. :P"

Do you know what's really funny — I typed
in RedTide now and Word underlined it in red.
This means | haven't written RedTide in ages.
Shame on me. Miktar for me is my gaming
Jiminy Cricket — my gaming conscience. He
keeps a careful eye on the purity of NAG as
a gaming magazine and when we stray too
far up the corporate bum he pulls me aside
and offers some insight and makes me feel
bad. I usually laugh him off or make some
excuse that I know he'll let me get away with.
Reasons why he has this role vary but are
not important. Just believe that | know what
I'm doing and what's good for everyone. I'min
touch with the right forces.

What this means for you is a better NAG.
This is our redesign issue —it's not too radical
based on previous changes but just feels
right. Things that have changed that people
think are important are the columns, we
added a few more words to them, and I'd
like to welcome Pippa to the magazine as a
permanent columnist. For those of you living
under rocks and stuff, she's the dynamic and
vivacious presenter from The Verge on Vuzu
(DSTV). I'd also like to welcome back the spine
and the glue —it's taken a year of fighting and
you wouldn't believe what else to make this
happen and we got it back cheaper than ever
before. I'm sticky on my principals. We've also
added some cool features this month that will
become regular —the great thing about these
features is that they just happen now in the
office without anyone having to make them
happen which means they're being done with
love. The review pages have also changed into
what | think is @ more logical layout, and the
hardware has received a much needed make-
over. It's incredible how stale things get in 12
months and | clearly remember people in the

office saying that last year's refresh was good
for 2 years at least. It's so funny, LOL, etc.

This page is usually all about me posing
and strutting and that's not a bad thing but
I have to also give some space to the people
that actually get NAG done each month. To the
staff (past and present) thanks and well done
—we couldn't do it without you... but remember
—you can be replaced at any time. ;)

With a lot of South African pride we also say
well done to development team QCF Design
for bagging the Excellence in Design award at
IGF 2011 (www.igf.com). Rodain is the designer
and you can read his column in NAG each
month. Read Miktar's column for the details
on the event.

MARKETING GROWS A PAIR

Oh, I must mention... There's a trend
developing that I'm putting a stop to right here
and now. People complaining about the prizes
they win in NAG. To those morons that have
bitched in the past - this is how it works. We
get given prizes by different game / computer
companies and sometimes we'll even give
away stuff we were given as media (we do
keep all the good stuff however). We then put
this in NAG for someone to win. | don't care if
you have a PS3 and you win the PCversion of a
game. This is what was put up as a prize. If you
don't want it then don't enter the competition.
In future if anyone complains about the
platform preference of a prize you'll be added
toour'I'magiant tool' list and never ever win
anything again. Come now. See.

COVER STORY

Yes, it's another guy on the cover with a gun. At
least we don't have a burning flag this month.
I'm starting to think that there might be some
merit to this whole promoting violence and
video games. I'll bet if you changed the name
of NAG to 'Guns and Ammo' nobody would
even notice. Of course we put Duke on the
cover. This man is anicon to all things cool and
cheesy in games. Every single shooter that
gets released these days has a little Duke DNA
in them. That's right, he's your daddy and he's
already banged you!

Enjoy it.

RedTide
[Editor]




/ inbox /

*Disclaimer: all letters sent to NAG are printed more or less verbatim (that's as we get

them for you kids at the back), so ignore any spelling or grammatical errors.

Letter of the Month March 201

orry, there is no letter of the
Smonth winner this month

because we need space for more
disclaimers. I'm going to give this
month’'s games to the lucky winner
next month (unless another bored
soul gets offended this month): So,
let us not get like America. It's a fun
place with singing and dancing Idols
people worship on TV and Hollywood
and bacon you can squeeze out of a
tube. You can also sue people there
if you're dumb enough to walk into a
glass door you didn't see...

Anyway, | got a call the other day
from a concerned citizen (a guy called
Peter | think, | think because when |
get calls like this | glaze out almost
immediately, so I'm sorry if your name
is something else). For dramatic effect
he asked me a question | couldn't say
'yes' to. The question was, ‘do you
thinkitis okay to tell a school child
to kill himself?' This is an obvious no
(under normal circumstances), but
the problem was I actually did ina
letter to someone in a recent NAG. So
I guessitis okay to doitif you're me

and making a point while trying to be
funny in context to previous letters at
the same time. Bearing in mind that
it should be very obvious to everyone
that | don't actually mean | really want
you to kill yourself... right, please tell
me everyone else gets this*. However,
I also have to wonder if it was that
easy to convince someone to kill
themselves, they should rather do it
now instead of in a crowded market
place with a suicide vestin a dusty far
away land one day (this is probably
also going to generate a complaint).
So ves... all of this to point out that
sarcasm, drama and seriousness are
hard to distinguish between if you're
an idiot (now this doesn’t mean I'm
calling you an idiot Peter —I'm just
speaking in general). Please do look
for examples of this in this issue’s
letters section. More to consider...
We do also come in a plastic bag each
month with a FPB age restriction

so you can protect yourself with
information. Even though we do, we
still don't say words like f**k and

sh1t (see, the 1" there and the "**'

makes it all okay — clever hey) in print
because it's rude and we really worry
about the important stuff like not
being racist, sexist or inconsiderate to
disadvantaged people. When it comes
to young, healthy, normal people,
especially a bunch of nOOb gamers
(ves, we call each other n00Obs in the
office too) all bets are off. It's a gamer
culture thing. Most importantly, we
love our readers and they know it. I'm
not sure where you fit in, however.

So instead of wasting my time, a
phone call and your time... why not
do something for your community
and emigrate™2. Also, in future,
please use www.hellopeter.co.za
for all your constipated issues.
When we end up on that site it
increases our readership, so help a
brother out will you.

* Also, this would mean one reader less to
pay for my expensive lifestyle.
"I read this on the back of a playing card —

true story.

2You also made me waste all this space —

shame on you.

From: Marius

Subject: Irritable bowel hype syndrome
It's yet another end of month where the
cramping and crapping of my bowels and
wallet starts to disgrace and disappoint
me. Hype is like that extra beer or the
extra spicy Indian curry. You know

you should stay away, but just a bit
more won't harm will it? Not today but
tomorrow you will regret every decision
you made yesterday.

Every single time the majority of us
gamers get these irritable bowel hype
syndrome (IBHS) and yet we keep on
treading in the dangerous waters of
empty promises. Ask any gamer out
there how many times he pre-order a
game or sneaked into a movie premier
that promised to be the next best
thing? And then ask how many of them
actually were pleased with what they
saw/received?

Hype is the aids of entertainment. It is
slowly killing every expectation we get.
But yet next month we will start having
unprotected joyous expectations just
to have our dream crushed yet again
by the industry. Just look at some huge
hype games that sucked: Haze, Hellgate,
Diakatana, Final Fantasy 13 and... the list
is endless... How will we ever fight this
addiction? Or are we caught forever in this
hype machine of destruction.

Yes hype truly is worse than crack.

And yet there are little known gems
that sneak into our lives with no hype at
all and change our lives forever (Plants
vs. Zombies anybody?)

Every word you said about hype is all
true. Trust me, 'm an expert. It's exactly
like AIDS, in a way —an unpleasant
social condition that you can live with if
you follow the right treatment but will
eventually kill you. Notice to prudes:

I'm not making jokes about AIDS.
Interestingly in most cases, like AIDS, it
is a choice you make. So... don't buy into
the hype, don't read about a big game

12 / www.nag.co.za

you're dying to play, ignore all Internet
posts, news feeds and forums and when
it comes out you can play it raw dog.
Why don't you give that a try for the next
game you're dying to play and see how it
feels. Fight the addiction. ;) Ed.

From: Stephen

Subject: Ed's note - March 2011

Oh, so now you worry about global
warming, because it affected an issue of
NAG. Stop being so holier-than-thou and
realise the bigger picture. Who is actually
dealing with the "core" problem here? The
planet Earth is a finite entity, which can't
sustain the current human population, let
alone a constantly growing one. Call me
what you want, I'm just a realist.

Hey, | can get interested in something
how and damn well when | choose. I've
been doing my environmental bit for
ages and | thought it was a good idea to
share with our readers why they should
do something and how it might affect
them. However, | do agree with your
thinking. There are too many people on
this planet. What we need is another
good dose of the black plague or perhaps
an almighty flood. Notice to prudes: I'm
not suggesting the renewed spreading

of black plague is a good thing. It must
just happen quickly, take its toll and move
on. The last thing we need is millions of
suffering people using up more space and
resources. Also, seeing that you know it
all-what are you doing? Ed.

From: Nicholas

Subject: Monthly demo goodness

First off I'd like to say thanks for the
great magazine; your reviews and tech
support frequently help me decide
what to spend my money on. What I'm
interested in, however, is the demos.
How do you choose what to put on the
disk? Do you have to go out of your way
to get permission to distribute demos, or
do game developers offer them to you?

Shorts [extracts
of LOL nOOb
from NAG
reader letters]

“No straight
man would
wear tights like
that.” —James
"This is my first
letter to you so
just stop meif i
get too rusty.”
- Devin

"Believe it or
not, the poster
is what got me
hooked onto
the magazine.”
- Rushil

"My friend who
claim to know
the Palace in
which NAG
was made in
accompanied
me on this
faithful quest.”
— Michael

The 'Letter of the Moment'
prize is sponsored by
Megarom. The winner
receives two games for
coming up with the most
inspired bit of wisdom or
cleverness.

IMPORTANT STUFF! PAY
ATTENTION!

Land Mail: P.0. Box 237,
Olivedale, 2158

Cyber mail: letters@nag.
C0.za

Important: Include your
details when mailing us,
otherwise how will you ever
get your prize if you win...

It seems that the majority of the demos
are lesser known games (unless I'm just
behind most of the time), and games
that are made by small time developers.
Obviously there are exceptions, such as
the massive Mass Effect 2 demo, but
these are few and far between. I'm not
complaining; the lesser known demos are
a great way of finding the gems out there
in the gaming world. But when it comes
to demos by big shot companies such as
EA, does being a South African magazine
mean you sometimes miss out on the
demos that over-seas magazines get?
An example is the Dragon Age 2 demo
(ves I'm a BioWare fan). It came out on
the 22nd of February, but I read about a
German magazine that got permission to
release it a few days early so they could
have it with their magazine, and now
that the demo is officially released many
overseas magazines are giving it out. My
question is, why not us? 2GB is too much
for me to download in one month, and
the game will be out by the time | could
get it, defeating the purpose.

Nice question. It's really simple. We put all
available demos on the NAG DVD as soon
as they are released. There has been a
bit of a dry spell recently (over December
and well into the New Year) but that
appears to be over now (check out this
months DVD). We don’t have any control
over what is released and when, but we
do get it to you as quickly as possible.
Occasionally overseas magazines do get
scoops on demos but they usually have
to sell their souls to make it happen and
often it's only for their territory i.e. only
in the German language. Regardless,
Dragon Age 2 is on this month's DVD

so enjoy it. We are always looking for
suggestions for the DVD on our forums,
so get posting. Ed.

From: Hilton
Subject: Dead Space 2 "review"
Fred: Hey Tim did you check out this



NAG Fan artwork

This is the cream of the crop that we received at
NAG this issue. If you insert, use or create a piece
of gaming artwork incorporating the NAG logo

you might also end up here for your three lines

of fame. Remember, don't just stick the logo ona
picture — use the logo in a picture or you win squat.

Gunther Jager, "I drew this in one night and
I'm15."

Heinrich Kuhn, "This energy drink* was
rendered in Blender and the label was done in
Photoshop.”

month’'s NAG yet!l?

Tim: Totslly dud3, it was awesome.

Fred: What did you think about the Dead
Space 2 review?

Tim: | thought it was awesome and
hysterical. Chat logs. LOL

Fred: But doesn't it bother you that
instead of a proper review we just got
given some sort of bash.org style IRC log?
Tim: No, WTF LOL, bash.org s hilarious.
Like the review.

Fred: Yeah, bash.orgis funny, but it's not
informative at all. I'm not buying NAG
magazine for a laugh, I'm buying it for
some purchasing advice.

Tim: ... WTF...

Fred: No really, this is a huge game
release, and they don't give me a proper
review. The job of a journalist is to take
information and process it, resulting in a
nice neat article with a start, an end and
a finish.

Tim: If i wanted to read books, I'd go to
amazon... lawl.

Tim: They're trying something different,
stop being such a n00Ob.

Fred: That's not the point, at the end of
the day | paid Tarryn to play a game and
then talk about it on Google Talk. She
could've used those chat logs as some
sort of reference and then just cleaned it
up—it's crap.

Tim: Dude, LOL, you're phreaking out over
nothing. It's 1 game review...

Fred: No, it's not just one game review.
They did the same BS when they
reviewed the original. The original went
on to be one of the biggest games of the
year. One of the best games of the year
and they gave us a BS chat log.

Tim: Srsly, they did it for the original also?
WTF...

Fred: Yeah, only this time it's worse.

The original had little hype and was still
unknown. They've been hyping us up on
the sequel for months and this is what
we end up with WTF? | waited an extra
month after seeing it in stores, because
nag take their time to review the thing

properly and | didn't want to go with
some review posted 30 seconds after
release on the Internet and instead they
give me that.

Tim: LOL, sounds like an epic fail. But
it's not all bad. Did you read Tarryn’s
back page, she said she's on hotornot.
com... BBL

Someone did not click on ‘likes, Ed.

From: Troy
Subject: Dead Space 2 Review
Just read the Dead Space 2 review, just
want to say great job (got me drooling),
the whole Google Chat between you
and Tarryn was awesome to read, and
lactually want to see the un-edited
version of the chat. Actually rather
not, | think seeing the un-edited pure
awesomeness will be too much for me,
may have to get psychiatric help as brain
won't be able to comprehend how such
awesomeness is possible.

| played the 1st Dead Space a few
months back and linitially hated it.
Controls and viewing angle was just
not easy to get used to, so | stopped
playing it. Finally a few months ago |
gave it another go. | soon got over the
whole sluggish controls and viewing
angle thing | disliked and began getting
into it. WOW! Game was epic. And I am
not a horror fan so for me to enjoy it, it
has to be top notch. From your review
| just read, the 2nd will be even better.
Can't wait to slice and dice more
necromorphs. Anyway, thanks for the
great reviews, keep it up.

Someone did click on 'likes’, Ed.

From: Tyron

Subject: Game testing

I have just bought Call of Duty:

Black Ops (Xbox) and | am seriously
disappointed with the layout of the
game. | have played all of the earlier
versions and thought this would be
a good step up but it seems | wasted
my hard earned pocket money. | read
up everything | could about this game
and itis not living up to its reviews.
I'am interested in game testing and
previews and want to know how to
get involved.

Yes | to had difficulty with the
layout of the game, | found that the
structure lack a certain delighted
angle and was also much cleaner
than was promised and | certainly
expected. ;) Also, we don't have any
open slots at the moment and when
we need new writers we'll put an
advert in the magazine. Ed.

From: Wes

Subject: Agonising Message from Gareth
As | send you this message | wish | was
dead.

For Gareth’s novel put me to bed.

The duration was so long it scrambled
my head.

It took so long his words were abundant.
His Retarded Email got so redundant.

[Snip, Ed]

Yes, lovely. Just so you know, |
used a program on the Internet
designed to generate meaningful
spam messages and the first thing
it kicked out was better than this
effort. You win at nOOb. Ed.

/ inbox /

On the Forums

Question: What major innovation in gaming have you waited
for / are you waiting for?

Chevron: A holodeck so | can play Leisure Suit Larry.

echo: Virtual reality glasses. Like in that crappy Jason X movie.
Die Jason: The end of gaming piracy. | think that would trump just
about anything else.

Sir PaniCore: A game where for once the Russians are not the
Bad-Guys... | swear Americans can really hold a Grudge for that
Whole "Cold-War" thing.

apie: An end to postponements of release dates and general
tardiness. {Yes Valve, I'm looking at you. Where is my #$%&
Episode 3}

Miz3r: DIABLO 3 LAN Multiplayer! Wait that will never happen,
thanks Blizzard for ruining my life
Jerkydarkstar: A game that's not broke
patching.

spjt07: A game that is as close to perfect as possible, a game
thatis met by the hype given and delivers what is promised.
Innovating? No, just done right.

Toxxyc: A realistic steering wheel set. Read again: REALISTIC.
R-E-A-L-I-5-T-I-C. At an affordable price.

vii: A proper lightsaber based Star Wars game. Until then | won't
buy any form of motion control.

Nferno: | was waiting for something like Gamegun, but now that
it's available | can't afford one. And so is the circle of life, Simba.
MarryO+LewyG: Games that let you make use of your own tunes,
like Vib ribbon or Audiosurf. We need more of these for console.
{G}Zulu: A game that really does have everything. | mean
EVERYTHING!

Fredder: A single platform which can handle all games ... and
associated peripherals. No more PCvs. Console/Console vs.
Console crap, just one big happy family.

Changsta 187: Mind control.

nukehead: Virtual Reality, like in those old 90's movies but minus
any actual harm to the 'real' you. That would be swell.
OllieTheDog: A portal gun. :D

Rah_Skill: 3D graphics.

Darranged: A game that happens to take more than 6 hours to
clock, and doesn't rely on appealing to gamer OCD with cheap
achievements in order to get a 100% completion rate.
@@GIC@@: A computer with full virtual reality like in the movie
Stormbreaker. Kind of like Matrix except without dying if you die
in the Matrix (game).

Sci_Ghost: A virtual system that enables the user to be fully
immersed within the game universe without a hint of distraction.
Full body sense interaction.

CaViE: Pure escapism. Like Rapture, except, all over the place and
wherever you look. No possible way of being reminded that it's
not real.

VirtualForce: Quake 1 on a Star Trek holodeck....

Person24: Non-Crappy internet for South Africa.

Tankiouse: A game that doesn't fade to black when there is a sex
scene LOL that game would be awesome if it were virtual reality
ready. ;D

ccaSpawn: Minecraft! Brought one of the biggest Lego problems
to an end, the nightmare of running out of blocks... )

Chainsaw: Truly open-ended storylines.

M2K: Bollywood to start making games. ;)

jhl: A totally immersive FPS game where you have to do
absolutely everything (with the ability to fast forward through
the boring parts of course :0), traveling, talking, decisions,
planning, even peeing :P Not because it would be fun but because
it would be a refreshing change in games, like Bulletstorm.
NightWalker567: A huge map that has amazing graphics and
offers complete escapism

absolado: PlayStation 4 and NGP.

hideinlight: DOTA2

Toxxyc: You guys have no idea what the word "innovate/
innovation" means do you?

gameaddictwn: Motion sensing cameras (Kinect and Eye Toy)
That's actually accurate

Acinixys: I'm waiting for the day when | can play an online FPS
and not be insulted. (Yeah, right)

d doesn't need any

The weasel stole my cupcake? We understand, come for a chat.
Almost everyone is welcome: http://www.nag.co.za/forums/
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|, Gamer

Sex! That got
your attention

code-monkeys at Ubisoft have created a racy

game for the Nintendo Wii. No, not the racy that
involves Mario and a go-kart (although for some that
might actually be the right racy — yuck), the other kind.
The one that involves groping parts of a human body
that don't belong to you. The one that involves risqué
acts performed by two people (or more if you're lucky).
The one that often results in a new person after nine
months. Yes! That racy.

It's called We Dare (oh so very clever — because it's
on the Wii you see...) and what Ubisoft has essentially
done is taken the squeaky clean, family-friendly ethos
that's buzzed around the Nintendo Wii like a persistent
gnat, glued gnat-sized tits onto it, dressed it up in a lacy
thong and given it a glowing purple strap-on. A console
that's seen more cutesy releases than Walt Disney is
about to get a sex party game, which obviously gives

'B y now you must have heard that some ludicrous

u

Ubisoft is clearly
dragging swingers groups
into the 21st century. *

the oft repeated lament of “where are the games for the
hard-core crowd, Nintendo?” a whole new meaning.

Judging by the game'’s debut trailer, the premise is
simple. First, you need to be wildly attractive, with a six-
pack you could grate cheese off if you're a guy or legs
that go up to your eyeballs if you're a woman. You then
invite a couple around to your expensive looking loft
apartment and, after a candle-light dinner mixed with
alcohol and polite conversation, you propose a spot
of Wii gaming in the hopes that it'll lead to casual sex
with all parties involved. Of course, what Ubisoft needs
to do is put a disclaimer on the box that reads: “Casual
sex is a possible by-product of using this software and
is in no way guaranteed by Ubisoft. Ubisoft and all of
its subsidiaries will not be held responsible for eighteen
years of child-support payments and does not condone
frivolous sex with multiple partners, even though that's
totally what we're implying in our advertising campaign
for this insane game we've just made. Assassin’s Creed
and Raving Rabbids branded condoms sold separately”.

Without that disclosure all Ubisoft is doing is
setting up hordes of socially inept gamers for utter
heartbreak mixed with soul crushing rejection.
Something, granted, most are probably used to by
this stage, but We Dare offers a glimmer of hope -
hope that says: “if you play this game with people
you fancy, you'll get to see them naked. If not then at
least you'll get to jam a Wii remote down the back of
a woman's skirt to make butt smacking a new way of
controlling on-screen characters.”

Ubisoft is clearly dragging swingers groups into the
21st century. No more chucking your car keys into
a bowl because that method of generating random
hook-ups is now outdated. Instead Ubisoft feels that
40 fun and flirtatious games” are a much cooler way of
ensuring casual sex. And the best part is that the games
don't even have to look mildly entertaining, because any
hint of sex in the real world is enough to sugar-coat the
most vacuous of in-game experiences.

The part that intrigues the most is that the title has
been given a 12+ age restriction. It's the video gaming
equivalent of setting Pedo Bear free in a day-care
facility armed with a stash of Rohypnol and twenty litres
of spiked Oros.

Miklos Szecsei
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Long live Harmonix

to the rhythm genre. Shortly

after Activision announced the
discontinuation of the Guitar Hero
franchise, Rock Band publisher VViacom
decided to dump the development
studio, Harmonix, which is now owned
by Harmonix-SBE Holdings, essentially
making the studio independent.

According to studio head Alex
Rigopulos, the news didn't come
as much of a surprise. Despite the
commercial success of the Kinect-
based Dance Central, liacom obviously
didn't have much faith in the studio’s
future, but thankfully, they're alone
in that regard. Harmonix will not only
continue to develop content for Rock
Band 3for at least the rest of this year,
but they also have the prudence to look
beyond the music genre.

"I see Harmonix potentially evolving
past exclusively focusing on music
games,” he said in a recent interview
with Destructoid. “That's been —for
our entire history —our reason for
being basically. We've been focused on
interactive music since the company
started; we've been focused on music
games for over ten years now.”

With the studio’s strong focus
on peripheral- and now motion
controller-based gaming, we can
almost certainly expect something
based on that technology.

"We're incredibly creatively
motivated by motion gaming,” he

This year has brought tough times

says. "Of course, dance games are a
special intersection of music games
with motion gaming. Harmonix has
developed a competency and quite
a passion and interest, generally
speaking, in the area of motion gaming.
So | think one of the things that you
may see coming out of Harmonix in the
future is more activity in the area of
motion games."

There's also talk of the studio
reinventing the Rock Band series, so don't
throw away your plastic guitars just yet.

Bats gets a release date

Batman: Arkham Asylumis the
gaming calendar highlight for

many this year. Arkham City sees the
Dark Knight take on all manner of foes
in the now expanded loony bin (five
times the size of Arkham Asylum). The
latest character addition to the game is
Calendar Man, who players will be able
to visit in his cell during the game. The
neat trick, however, is that Calendar Man
will divulge information and anecdotes
about heists and crimes he pulled off
on whichever holiday is closest in time
to when you are playing. In other words,
the game will monitor the date setting
on your console and depending on which
holiday is closest, it will trigger different
conversations with Calendar Man. Neat!

Speaking of Calendar Man and dates,
you can expect to swoop around Arkham
City with an overhauled gliding mechanic
on the 21st of October.

The sequel to the critically acclaimed



Imagine that!

ocal game development studio I-Imagine
|_ Interactive is still kicking, you should be

pleased to know. Their latest title is once-
again for iPhone/iPad, and is called Space Freight.
In this game, players will need to help a cargo-
bearing mothership travel through the depths of
space by fending off attacking aliens and keeping
its energy reserves topped up. There are three
different types of aliens and five cargo ships to
choose from.

Space Freightis currently ranked among the top
100 selling US iPad arcade and puzzle games, and is
closing in on the top 100 iPhone arcade games. If you
want to support these local developers, head over to
the App Store and pay just $0.99 for this title.

Sonic spins
into next
episode

Sonic 4 may or
may not have tickled
you in all the right
places, but either
way SEGA has
confirmed that the
series is moving
forward with the
development of
episode 2. Despite
a few disgruntled
gamers' opinions,
episode 1 did
actually perform
fairly well in terms of
sales, which means
a bigger budget for
this next title.

The studio has
been fairly quiet
with regards to the
details, but they
have confirmed
that they're taking
on board a lot of
feedback from
both the publicand
SEGA Europe/Asia.
Expect new zones
as well. There' no
word yet on a release
date, but with that
hyperactive blue
hedgehog turning
20 this June, you can
expect something
to be announced
around that time,
if not an actual
release.

It's burger
time, kids

Do you remember
BurgerTime?
You probably
don't, because
you're ayoung
whippersnapper with
no respect, so we'll
tell you: BurgerTime
is a static platform
game from 1982,
similar to the original
Donkey Kong, in
which players had
torunaround on
platforms knocking
down the ingredients
forahamburger.
Complete all of
the burgers on
the level and you
win. Yay! This is all
pertinent because
the ESRB has filed a
rating for a new HD
BurgerTime.

The game will
be released on
digital platforms
like WiiWare and
PSN. We're not sure
when the game
will hit the virtual
shelves, butiit'll
likely be fairly soon.
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The Game Stalker

Neutral
Good

arse about. Really. That's not going to change for

this column, so either read on or smile and nod and
move along your merry way to “the good stuff”.

In this case my mind perambulates on character
creation in videogames - specifically of the RPG
genre. Why should we care about this you ask? Well,
after spending untold, antisocial hours playing games
the likes of Oblivion or Dragon Age, I was intrigued
to discover that a friend of mine approached her
character creation in a very different way to yours
truly. And it comes down to 3 points: Character Class,
Race, and Alignment.

Class. I'm a fighter, usually a rogue. Almost always.
It rarely matters which RPG game I'm playing - I like
being able to open my own locks, and use weapons in
both hands. I don't call it self-sufficient, I call it irritable:
“Get out of the way, I'll do it". Even if I do start out as

Ilike talking about stuff most people don't give a rat's

“1throw fireballs. I don't care
if I incinerate half the innocent
bystanders in the vicinity “

a magic user of some sort, inevitably I will pick up a
sword and bash the baddies over the head.

If for some unknown reason [ decide to practice
some restraint (WTF?) and become a spellcaster, I
throw fireballs. I don't care if [ incinerate half the
innocent bystanders in the vicinity: the bigger the
explosion and the quicker I can get back to the
storyline, the better.

I guess the point I'm making is that I'm not like that
in real life. I don't like confrontation, and I try to avoid
throwing fireballs at people whenever possible. My
friend on the other hand, is more quarrelsome. She'll
admit it too, and yet she will play as either an archer
(people actually do that?) or out of preference a mage
that casts personality spells to manipulate people into
giving her what she wants.

Race. The other interesting creation morsel is the
race and gender of my character. Often male and dark-
skinned (black, blue, green - meh), with crazy hair and
eyes, [ try to create characters that are the least like me
[ can manage. Well perhaps not the crazy hair...

Lastly, Alignment. This is the one area that I cannot
change no matter how hard I try. I create an Evil
character, I end up Neutral Good. I play a Lawful Good
character, I end up Neutral Good. I play Chaotic, you
guessed it - Neutral Good. Perhaps I'm just a pragmatic
person by nature — I'm loathed to alienate NPC's
because you never know what bonuses you'll wheedle
out of them... (cue Evil Neutral Good laughter).

The question that I want answered is this: Why
do we create characters so implicitly different to our
own personalities? Do [ have a wish to live vicariously
through my character? After meditating on this I've
decided it's because I'm weird and I can't really be
bothered with battles.

Yes. I know.

Now before you pick up that stone, hear me out. It's
not that I don't like a challenge, in fact I love them, but
if I want to play a game where I'm fighting to survive, it
probably won't be an RPG.

I haven't of course completed an in-depth analytical
study of this, much as you might think I have the time.
It's merely something I muse upon when the other
voices in my head give me enough time to think.

Pippa Tshabalala
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EpiC

admissions

Delta Squad secretly wants your PlayStation,
Cliffy B goes all candid on us.

here's a particularly scary,
Tmutated breed of PS3 fanboy
out there. You've probably met

one of these "gamers” before. They
live in the shadows, unwashed and
unloved, feeding on the husks of
long-dead insects, feverishly jumping
at any opportunity to snipe anyone
who doesn't believe that PlayStation is
the one true console out there. Every
platform has its own take on this nasty,
unfortunate group of individuals, but for
the sake of this news piece, we're just
dealing with the PS3's ultra fanboys.

These are the clowns who tear into
Xbox exclusives like Gears of War and
Halo, calling them nothing but excuses
for games. Every other gamer out there
knows that these poor souls are merely
trapped in eternal anguish at the
thought of these excellent games never
appearing on their sacred console. They
don't know of any other way to deal
with this pain than to criticise those
who are able to experience the fun
these titles provide. Epic Games is here
to tell this band of misfits that it's okay,
Epic doesn't hate you —they just think
you're misunderstood. They'd love to
provide you with some Gears action.
Microsoft's golden money vaults make
that difficult, however.

"Do we wish we could take all those
Killzone and Resistance fans on PS3,
and get them to say ‘Gears is awesome'?

Yeah, sure I'd love to ship the Gears
trilogy on PlayStation,” admitted Epic
president Mike Capps. “That would be
fun. lwant to be there; | want to be
everywhere.” Then he explains why
that's not the case: "Time and time
again, when it came down to figure out
what we do next with Gears, we sat
down with Microsoft and they've given
us really good, compelling reasons to
work with them again.” So, basically:
glorious moneys.

In other Epic-related news, Cliff
Bleszinski has openly stated that Gears
of War 3 cannot afford to share the
problems that plague the multiplayer
portion of GoW 2. The series is notorious
for matchmaking, hosting and lag issues,
and Cliffy B won't have that for the
upcoming third title.

"If we release Gears 3and it has the
same launch as Gears 2 online then the
franchise is dead,” said Bleszinski. “So
you can't afford to make that mistake
twice, right? And to be fair over the
course of the six title updates, we got
Gears 2in a very good position. And we
need to take it to great. And that's what
this will help do.”

GoW's multiplayer is fantastic
fun, so we're glad to hear that all the
issues it's been plagued with in the
past will hopefully be rectified, taking
the multiplayer to a whole new level
of awesome.

EA/Intel: PC could be biggest

tIntel's GDC presentation, Intel’s
AMatt Ployar (whois also the

new president of the PC Gaming
Alliance) spoke about the growth in PC
game sales. He predicts that by 2012
the PC will be a bigger market than “all
the consoles combined.” He attributes
this to massive growth in Asia, as well
as shrinking sales in North America,
where people can no longer afford to
pay $60 for a console title.

Then there's Frank Gibeau,

president of the EA Games label, who
told Gamasutra that PC downloads
are "awesome.” He then went on to
explain that statement: "The margins
are much better and we don't have
any rules in terms of first party
approvals. From our perspective, it's
an extremely healthy platform. It's
totally conceivable it will become our
biggest platform.”

So there you go. PC gaming isn't
dead. It's silently taking over the world.



Durex: Steam
Transmitted
Diseases Edition

Valve reveals Steamn Guard

features list of its wildly popular digital

distribution service, Steam. It's called Steam
Guard and it's perfect for anyone who's paranoid
about having their account hijacked. What this
shiny new feature does is give you the option
to temporarily link your account to a single PC.
"Attempts to modify or change account settings by
any other PC won't be possible without the user’s
approval,” says Valve.

It's all well and good until you get down to the
details, because there's a bit of fine print here. In
order to be fully protected, you're going to need
one of Intel's new-fangled Sandy Bridge CPUs
and a motherboard that supports it. This new
hardware is soon going to be updated with what
is, essentially, hardware-based DRM called Intel
Identity Protection Technology (IPT).

"IPT generates a new numerical password
every 30 seconds, integrating into the processor
functionality that previously required a separate
card or key fob,"” is how this technology has
been explained. So your Steam account basically
becomes linked to your hardware so you can limit
access to it. What's not clear yet is how (or even
if) Steam Guard can be used on PCs that aren't
equipped with Intel’s new processors.

Make no mistake: in this age of phishing
and keylogging, protecting your digital data is
important. “Account phishing and hijacking are
our #1 support issues. With Intel’s IPT and Steam
Guard, we've taken a big step towards giving
customers the account security they need as they
purchase more and more digital goods,” said Valve's
Gabe Newell. However, while Steam Guard is a
fantastic idea and protecting your Steam-bought
goods is undoubtedly important, we don't think
that Steam Guard is worth buying a new CPU and
motherboard for if that's what's required. You'll
know more about this when we do.

\/alve has revealed another update to the

Panasonic
bails on
MMO
handheld

// Do you remember
when, afew months
back, we told you
about Panasonic's
upcoming handheld
MMO gaming
console, the Jundle?
Yeah, that's been
scrapped. The
company didn't
know what level

of hell they were
getting into and
decided to cut their
losses before even
a prototype made it
out the door.

"Panasonic
decided to suspend
further development
due to changes in
the market andin
our own strategic
direction,” the
company saidina
statement.

NAG's translation:
"We ran out of ways
toshitourselves.
The MMO market
terrifies us and a
handheld dedicated
tothe genre was as
good anideaasa
surf board made of
toffee.”

Serious
trilogy

// We're seriously
excited about
this. Seriously.
Croteam has
officially announced
Serious Sam 3
with a handful of
screenshots and a
splash of details.
It'll be called Serious
Sam 3: BFE, but
we have no clue
what BFE stands
for (Big F$%#ing
E-something is
the best we can
do). The game will
once-again be set
in Egypt and will
give players access
to new weapons,
melee attacks,
16-player co-op
and competitive
deathmatch and
Best Hunt modes.
Expect Serious
Sam 3to come
crashing through
store shelvesin Q4
this year. We can
hear the terrifying
screams of those
headless bomb guys
already.
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The Indie Investigator

[ hate you,
clones. Hate

[repeated 5 times ;), Ed].

get screwed over by publishers. They get screwed
over by consumers with entitlement issues.
Most upsettingly, they even get screwed over by other
developers from time to time.

Like many other industries, the world of game
development is rife with creatively bankrupt copycats who
will do anything for a quick buck. These sort of people
release what you may know as “game clones’, or “soulless
shltpiles that copy another game'’s mechanics to the letter
and slap on different artwork in order to seem unique”.
Such clones pop up frequently across all platforms,
targeting consumers who don't know any better and
funnelling their money to lazy, re-skinning a55holes
instead of people who actually produce the industry’s new
ideas and fun experiences.

Mainstream game publishers dedicate a fair amount

G ame developers have it pretty raw sometimes. They

“Mainstream game publishers dedicate a
fair amount of their time and resources to
bringing the hammer down on cloners”

of their time and resources to bringing the hammer
down on cloners, but it's a difficult situation to police
properly. Worse still, when cloners decide to target indie
devs — game creators who enjoy scant legal protection
and typically cannot fund aggressive lawsuits — there's
little that can stop them. This wreaks havoc on studios
that already have to tread water in unforgiving markets
such as the iPhone, since their visibility (and popularity)
may well be eclipsed by an impostor who happens to hit
the market at the right time and spread the word about
“their” fun game.

This gets worse on occasions when the cloner
successfully manages to bring their game to a platform that
the original developer hasn't even reached yet. Take, for
example, Halfbot's The Blocks Cometh, a highly successful
Flash game that was due for release on the iPhone before
the devs discovered that it already was on the iPhone. It
appeared under another developer’'s name, with the same
title, gameplay and even artwork. Some scumbag had lifted
the code and assets and put it up for sale without the original
creator's permission, and had already made it into the App
Store’s Top 100 list. This clone was fortunately shut down by
Apple after being reported, but the damage was already done
— after all, average consumers don't usually have a reason to
buy the same game twice.

It's difficult to convey the full complexity and depravity
of this situation in a single column: I could discuss
Wolfire's Lugaru being compiled and resold by another
developer at a lower price than the original game, or
Capcom’s shameless rip-off of ‘Splosion Man with a title
called MaXsplosion, or even drop a mention about my
own Desktop Dungeons being cloned, re-skinned and sold
on the iPhone under a different title before QCF Design
could establish a foothold there.

But if you're the sort of person who just doesn't care
about an indie developer's plight (okay, I can accept this),
bear in mind that this situation can affect consumers
as well. Anybody who has bought a buggy, half-arsed
clone from the App Store only to see it pulled down a few
days later with no hope of patching — while more savvy
consumers have instead opted for the officially supported,
legitimate version of the game — can tell you that the
experience isn't too much fun.

This is all just food for thought, of course: it is by no means
an attempt to make any legal argument about the nature
of game cloning and other nonsense. But it is an ethical
argument — and perhaps quite an important one.

Rodain Joubert
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Malke games;, malke
money; malke us proud

f you fancy yourself a game
| developer and know your way
around XNA or associated
programming languages, then
it's time to get your ass in gear.
Microsoft's annual Dream.Build.
Play challenge has returned with big
prizes: $75,000 in total, as well as
the fame that goes with winning (and
the huge XBL sales you can expect
from that fame). Registration closes
on May the 17th, with submissions
running from that day up until the
14th of June. Get cracking, and be
sure to let us know if you become an
instant professional game developer.

Epic Games: thanks for the
free publicity, Fox News

ust prior to the release of

Bulletstorm, Fox News ran a report

entitled "Is Bulletstorm the worst
game in the world?” They then got in
TV psychologist Dr. Carole Lieberman
to give her opinion. She claimed
that games like Bulletstorm were
responsible for the rise of rape cases
in the USA. Face: palm.

Naturally, most gamers with their
heads screwed on just took the
opportunity to laugh at Fox News
and utterly destroy the star rating for
Lierbarman’s book on Amazon.com (no
really, they did — hell hath no fury as a
gamer scorned).

Now Epic Games' president Mike
Capps has voiced his opinion on
the whole matter. From a business
stand point he's smiling, saying: "For
a game that's over-the-top, they
probably helped sell more units than
they convinced people to pick at us”.

He was also thoroughly pleased
by the way the gaming industry's
media outlets condemned the
irresponsible reporting on behalf
of Fox News. He said that for him it
was most "wonderful to see a media
that's defending free speech”. It also
helps that most gamers are rather
intelligent and able to spot utter
rubbish a mile away.

Still, it wasn't all good news from

the Epic Games boss-man: “As for
what it does for the industry as a
whole | think it's terrible... There are
people who really respect Fox News'
opinions and look at that and are
[convinced that video games are bad]."

Miniature Cold War

ToySoldiers, that enjoyable tower vehicles are being added. That's a whole

lot of new right there.

In addition, improved multiplayer, new
minigames and refined enemy Al will
all be implemented. Toy Soldiers sold
over 500 000 copies and it's now been
announced that the original game will be
forces squaring off for dominance of arriving on PC later this year. That's great
miniature battlefields. Cooperative play, news, but we're not yet sure if the sequel
new units, new attacks and new drivable  will also be hitting the PC.

defence game (which was released

on XBLA last year) starring miniature
soldiers and set during World War |, has
just been sequelized. Toy Soldiers: Cold
Wartravels forward through time to the
1980s and sees miniature US and USSR



Help wanted:
apply within

hile Microsoft's Kinect is being picked
\N up by every man, woman and child

throughout the known universe, the
company is already setting its sights on the
future. Recent job ads (which stemmed from
the company’'s Mountain View research facility)
suggest that they're stocking up on staff for the
development of what might be the Xbox 360's
successor. Mountain View hopes to add a design
verification engineer, hardware architect and

numerous other positions to its list of employees.

Those hired should expect to be tasked with
"defining and delivering next generation
console architectures from conception through
implementation.”

Before you get too excited about this news,
bear in mind that it'll still take years before any
concrete details begin pouring out for a new
console. That's assuming this actually relates
to the 360's successor at all. It might pertain to
something entirely different.

First-person
cinemna

// That 2005 Doom
movie with Dwayne
"The Rock” Johnson
was okay for a bit of
mindless fun, but it
didn't exactly do the
beloved FPS series
much justice. It
seems there might be
hope for redemption
however, because
anonymous sources
have supposedly
informed What's
Playing of a new
Doom film adaptation,
which s currently in
the beginning stages
of development over
at Universal. No
details yet, other than
that the film will be
viewablein 3D. Oh
sweet, sweet gaming
gods: please let this
turn out to be the
opposite of crap.

The Wheel of Time turns,
and ages come and pass

he Wheel of Time series is massive. It currently spans thirteen novels
T(some over 1,000 pages), one rather poor first-person shooter, a

handful of comic books and an upcoming film. Now, the comic's
publishers Red Eagle Entertainment has partnered with Electronic Arts,
Obsidian Interactive and Team Jordan to produce a series of videogames

based on the WoT licence.

There's along roll-out plan for these games, with the first wave
spanning two and a half years. During 2011, Red Eagle will release images
and what they call multimedia “samplers” to give fans a taste of things
to come. That will be followed by a few flash games on the company's
website, and shortly after, a full-blown RPG with Obsidian working
internally with the studio. After that, there's talk of an MMO with a longer
development cycle, but there's no word vet on a time-frame for release.

After James Oliver Rigney Jr. (aka Robert Jordan —the original writer
of WoT) died in 2007, nobody has really been sure where to go with the
series. The publishers want more books, and that's happening courtesy
of Brandon Sanderson, and now Red Eagle aims to continue the series
beyond the pages. It's a neat idea, but there's a lot at stake here; staying
true to the fans will guarantee their interest, but with over four million
words written in the series, it's going to be difficult to keep the momentum

going without alienating potential newcomers.
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Independent
Game Festival
Story

'e are in the Moscone Convention Center? in
Wuptown San Francisco, where the 13th Annual
Independent Games Festival and 25th Annual
Game Developers Conference are in full swing — think E3
or rAge, but with a focus on indie developers and industry-
veteran panel discussions on the merits of player investment
or artificial intelligence in games.

I'm sitting with the guys from local indie game studio QCF
Design (creators of Desktop Dungeons), drinking heavily
from the complimentary bottle of red wine I found at our
assigned table. The award ceremony is about to begin. That
morning, geek-pope Will Wheaton had tweeted that he
liked Desktop Dungeons. For the guys, that was mana from
heaven, and a bit of validation.

I can see Tim Shafer at one table (who's being harried to
get up and go backstage to prepare for his hosting of the

" ‘

“ They look like a Creed cover band

GDC Awards in an hour), Peter Molyneux at another table
(who is there to accept his Lifetime Achievement in Game
Development award) and Notch (creator of Minecraft)
looking I'm-a-millionaire-now smug surrounded by his
documentary crew.

The female voiceover (who unfortunately does not
sound like GladOS) announces, “This year's nominees for
the IGF Excellence in Design award are: Desktop Dungeons,
Faraway, Minecraft, Nidhogg and Super Crate Box." Host of
the IGF Awards, Anthony Carboni?, opens up the envelope in
his hands. "And the winner is... Desktop Dungeons!”

Around me, the guys explode into cheers of shocked
amazement.

“They look like a Creed cover band’, someone tweets as
Danny, Marc and Rodain walk spot lit up to the stage. They
accept their trophy (shiny!) and give a few words. Desktop
Dungeons is the first South African game to be nominated
for an IGF award® and simultaneously the first to win one.

It's ironic, because of the history involved*. I met Danny
and Marc back in 1996 at a cyber-cafe (which I've mentioned
before). We became good friends. NAG wasn't even around
yet. The only game development website at the time,

SA Game Dey, focused more on the engineering side of
things - thinking that game engine uber alles - and thus

was pretty useless for everything except back-patting over
which programming language one uses. Theyre still like
that, says my opinion, and still useless for fostering actual
game development in South Africa. Danny’s parents, like
most parents, put little stock in this “video game” thing and it
took his company’s first big contract nearly 10 years later to
convince them otherwise.

Fast-forward 15 years, and Danny’s company is in the US
accepting a prestigious award for their game, competing
against the likes of Minecraft. It was Danny’s involvement
in the Game.Dev section of the NAG forums that helped
incubate the start of Rodain's game development career.

I find it all pretty amazing. Grats guys, you deserve it.

* Don't get me wrong, I'm not really into the Cult of
Personality thing. I don't think that what a developer
ate on Thursday matters much with regards to what he
programmed on Friday. Sure, it can be interesting to learn
more about a developer/songwriter/moviemaker, because
it gives a little more context to their works: but personally, I
think a person’s work (should) speak(s) for itself.

Miktar Dracon

137.784147,-122.401299

2Host, writer and producer. Creator of indie game show Bytejacker. Has
aten-footvertical leap and is impervious to bullets... and heartbreak.

3To my knowledge
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To infinity, and beyond!

e loved playing Tribes way
back when it was possible to
play online with 32 players

on a dialup connection. Then Tribes

2 came along, and we loved it even
more despite the need to upgrade

to a blazing fast ISDN line in order to
keep those headshots coming. Then
Tribes: Vengeance happened, and we
sort of said “well that's that then.”
Thankfully, there are people out there
who share our love of this series, and
after way too long, a "true” sequel to
Tribes 2is on its way, according to the
developers

Tribes: Ascend is in development by
Global Agenda devs Hi-Rez studios,
and is due for release towards the
end of 2011 for PC and Xbox 360, with
other platforms under consideration.
The game is built on Unreal Engine
3and the developers aim to pack
every loved feature into the game
without losing the big picture (making
massive landscapes, jetpacks and
death from above actually fun)

"The community has been waiting
for a multiplayer shooter that is the
modern successor to Tribes 2. Tribes:
Ascendis that game,” said Hi-Rez
COO Todd Harris.

Chair Entertainment promises

a Shadow Complex 2

he original Shadow Complex
Texploded onto Xbox Live Arcade

backin 2009. It got stellar reviews
from critics and wowed gamers
alike. Now Donald Mustard, the
creative director for developer Chair
Entertainment, has said that Shadow
Complex 2is coming.

"Il put it this way. More Shadow
Complexisn't a question of 'if’;it's a
question of 'when’. Shadow Complex
is our baby and we love it dearly and,
y'know, we're working on some cool
stuff. That's all | can say.”

Mustard also had some words of
excitement regarding their iOS title
Infinity Blade. Thanks to the iPad
2's beefed up processing power, the
developer has been able to update
Infinity Blade to take advantage of the

new hardware: "We've really cranked up
the textures. We've added super, super
hi-res bump maps and specular maps
to all the characters. And we were even
able to turn on full-screen anti-aliasing.
It runs butter-smooth at 30 frames per
second." According to Mustard the iPad
2is "a game-changer".

So what about Shadow Complex
making its way onto iOS devices? That
is decidedly unlikely and it's entirely
thanks to the control scheme: “Shadow
Complex is designed for a controller. I'm
not a fan of trying to shoehorn console
controls onto touch screens. They
don't feel right. You just lose so much
precision.”

So no mobile Shadow Complex on
the cards, but a sequel is definitely on
its way.




It’s alivel

Dead Islandis back from the brink

an entire year's worth of memories to rampant alcoholism. We do

remember the 2007 announcement of a zombie-filled game called Dead
Island, however, because not even a supreme lack of sobriety can stop us from
religiously tracking anything even remotely related to zombies. We assumed
the game had disappeared into oblivion when we heard almost nothing about
it after its announcement. That, and the game didn't actually have a publisher
tied to it. We were wrong to doubt developer Techland (Chrome, Call of Juarez),
because it turns out they've been quietly hammering away at the game over
the last few years. They've got publisher Deep Silver backing the project now,
and everything's good to go.

Let's get down to details. Dead Island dumps you on a tropical island
paradise: the island of Banoi in Papua New Guinea. Banoi was once a
burgeoning tourist attraction. It's not anymore, because zombies. You're
cast as one of the few remaining uninfected survivors on the island. Your
task is to fight for your life and uncover the mystery behind this undead
outbreak. The developers promise a heavy focus on story aspects, even
though this is an open-world, sandbox-style zombie kill-a-thon. Melee
combat is your buddy here, because firearms are scarce on the island, as is
ammunition. Instead you can pick up almost anything littered throughout
the game world and use it to whack zombies until they get the message to
stop chomping at your meaty bits.

Light RPG elements will supposedly worm their way into the game, with
stat progression and a skill tree all being hinted at. Four-player drop-in/drop-
out co-op will feature. When you put all these features together, it looks like
Dead Island aims to be a combination of Left 4 Dead and Dead Rising: and that
sounds amazing.

D o you remember 2007? We don't either —we attribute the loss of

Every-
one's joined

our face-
book page —
what's wrong

with you?

Find us on:
f facebook.

We LIVE games!
Facebook Group: NAG Magazine
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Distributors

Apex Interactive [011] 796-5040

ASUS SA [011]783-5450
BT Games [011]886-8834
Comstar [011]314-5812
Core Gaming [087]940-3000
Corex [011]655-8800
EA South Africa [011]516-8300

Evetech Solutions [012]326-6547
ESET 0860313872

Frontosa [011] 466-0038
Incredible Connection 0860011 700

Intel Corporation [0111806-4530

Look & Listen [011]467-3717
Megarom [011] 361-4800
Microsoft 0860225567

Nu Metro Interactive [011]340-3000

Phoenix Software [011]803-5437
Prima Interactive [011]799-7800
Rectron [011]203-1000
Samsung 0860 726 7864
Sonic Informed [011] 314-5800
Ster Kinekor Entertainment  [011] 445-7700
TVR [0111807-1390
If your company isn't listed here, phone

NAGon [011] 704-2679.

Support Lines

Got a legal boxed game and need
some technical help? Before you call
please do the following. Update your
system software, drivers and have
alook online for a game patch. Just
these simple tasks eliminate 93% of all
problems - it's a made up statistic but
probably close enough.

Publishers: Activision / Blizzard
2K Games / Rockstar / Ubisoft
Codemasters / NC-Soft / Namco-
Bandai

E-mail: support@xtremems.co.za
Number: 0861 987 363

Publisher: Microsoft Xbox
Number: 0800 991 550

Publisher: Electronic Arts

e-mail: zasupport@ea.com
Number: 0860 EAHELP/324357
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icrosoft is already
swimmingin a Kinect-
fuelled sea of cash — but

their motion-controlled megahit
isn't showing any signs of slowing
just yet. Captain Xbox (aka Aaron
Greenberg) recently tweeted that
Microsoft has sold 10 million
Kinects, along with 10 million Kinect
games. This tweet came little over a
month after Microsoft revealed that
Kinect had sold 8 million units.
Apparently that super-quick
sales pace isn't just mind blowing:
it's record breaking. Guinness World

\licrosoft’'s avatar
puts on its happy face

Records has named Microsoft's
wunderkind the "Fastest-Selling
Consumer Electronic Device"” of all
time. In its first 60 days (starting
November 4th of last year) on

store shelves, the device sold an
average of 133 333 units per day.
That. Is. Insane. What's even more
surprising is that Kinect units were
flying out of stores faster than both
the iPhone and the iPad during their
equivalent 60-day period. Looks
like Microsoft made the right choice
(at least financially) in going the
controller-free route.

Shiver me timbers: Piracy
abound in [Risen 2

e don't mean the type of
piracy perpetuated by
acne-riddled hackers. We

mean piracy of the old-school,
peg-legs-'n-parrots variety. Piranha
Bytes and Deep Silver have revealed
the ambitious-sounding sequel to
Risen, entitled Risen 2: Dark Waters.
You may recall that Piranha Bytes is
the former developer of the Gothic
series. They lost the Gothiclicense
when they broke away from JoWood,
former publisher of Piranha Bytes’
titles. Risen was interesting and
engaging, butit's also deeply flawed
in many ways, so we're excited to
see what this sequel delivers.
Piranha is pulling out all the stops
on this one, intrepidly claiming that
the sequel "will be set in the most

immersive RPG game world so far.”
They've promised expanded choices
and abilities, together with “multiple
approaches to every challenge
allowing players to shape the game
world based on their own decisions.”
With Risen 2, Piranha Bytes "aims to
combine the most loved classic RPG
gameplay mechanics of the original
Risen with a fresh theme and
setting on a huge variety of themed
island locales.” None of that really
matters of course, because pirates
and guns and (possibly) boat travel
equals win.

Piranha Bytes have always aimed
extremely high with their RPGs.
It sounds like they're not going to
change that now, and we're curious
to see how this one turns out.

Videogame
retailers:
Your friendly
neighbour-
hood crack
dealers

It seems you
can't keep a good
douschnozzle down.
Therapist Steve
Pope (aka Admiral
Zero Evidence) is at
it again. Speaking
with BBC Radio
5, Pope has once
again stated that
"two hourson a
gaming station is
equivalent to taking
aline of cocaine.”
You may have heard
that ridiculous
statement before:
Pope first dropped
his sensationalistic
garbage on the
ungquestioning
mainstream media
in May of last year. In
addition to the usual
cries of games cause
violence, games are
addictive and games
prevent learning,
Pope added a new
catchphrase to his
unending string of
malarkey, boldly
claiming that games
are "the silent killer
of our generation.”

The reason why
these claims have
so many people
outraged is because
Pope has never
submitted even
a single shred of
evidence to back
his ludicrously
hyperbolic
statements. Until
he produces said
evidence (which
Pope claims to
have, but has never
revealed, despite
numerous requests
from actual,
genuine journalists
who don't blindly
accept everything
that's said to
them) to prove his
claims, everything
that comes out of
Pope's mouth can
be seen as purely
anecdotal. We think
this guy needs
to sit down and
play some games,
because clearly he
needs to chill the
hell out. Well, that,
or he could do some
cocaine —they're
obviously the same
thing.



Telltale has its
hands full...
.. (Of licenses)

e'd been hearing rumours of a videogame
\/\/adaptation of TV series The Walking Dead

(which is based on the comic book of the
same name) since long before the show first aired,
but the last developer we expected to be working
on recreating Robert Kirkman's particular brand of
zombie apocalypse was Telltale Games. Telltale isn't
known for making gritty zombie games after all.
Regardless, it turns out that the developer of Tales
of Monkey Island and Strong Bad'’s Cool Game for
Attractive Peopleis indeed capable of many shocking
surprises, and the folks at Telltale are very excited to
be working on The Walking Dead. They've promised
something more than just your typical zombie
shooter. This'll be a game focused on the human
element of a group of survivors struggling to survive
in a world gone all gross and undead.

Speaking with All Things Digital, Telltale's Steve
Allison said they'd like to see “one million digital
downloads” for the game. Allison believes that " The
Walking Dead could become a $20 million to 30
million franchise if all goes well.” Bold claims, but
that's not all Telltale is up to. They're also working
on digitally recreating another brilliant comic book
series: Fables. Then there's King's Quest, a franchise
which Telltale is rebooting. Yes, you read that right —
King's Questis returning!

ABOVE / The Walking Dead tv show.
BELOW / The Fables comic book series.
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PC

Tropico &4
Might & Magic: Heroes VI
The Witcher 2

Xbox 360

FEAR.3
DiRT 3

Dungeon Siege Ill

PS3

Duke Nukem
L.A. Noire
Battlefield 3

Wi
Dance Party With Mel B

(Cabela's Dangerous Hunts 2011
UFCTrainer

30S

Thor: God of Thunder
Spongebob Squigglepants

LEGO Pirates of the Caribbean:
The Video Game

DS

Kung Fu Panda: The Kaboom of Doom
ZhuZhu Puppies Bundle

Transformers: Dark of the Moon

IKinect

Dance Party With Mel B
Super Me
Child of Eden

Move
Nat Geo 2
Dance Party With Mel B
Ape Escape

28th April
27th May
17th May

April
24th May
27th May

6th May
20th May

November

May
6th May

June

29th April
May
20th April

May
10th June
24th June

May
17th June
17th June

April
May

June

Relic <3
August

THQ's Danny
Bilson has casually
revealed that Relic
Entertainment'’s
(developers of
Homeworld,
Company of Heroes
and the Dawn of
War series) next
RTS will be unveiled
in August. That's
all we know so
far. Could it be the
start of an entirely
new franchise?
Perhaps it's
another expansion
for Dawn of War
II? Maybe it's a
new Company of
Heroes, a full retail
release to make
up for the recent
cancellation of
Company of Heroes
Online. We're
really hoping it's a
new Homeworld,
because it's been
far too long since
thatincredible
series graced our
PCs.

30S now
available

If you're reading
this within a
reasonable
time after this
magazine hits the
shelves, then the
Nintendo 3DS has
just been released.
If you've somehow
managed to read
this before the
magazine hits the
shelves, then know
this: the 3DS will
launch in South
Africa on the 25th
of March.

The console will
be available in blue
or black at a cost of
R2,799. Premium
games will go for
R499, and will
include Super Street
Fighter IV 3D Edition,
Resident Evil: The
Mercenaries 3D, The
Sims 3, Nintendogs
+Catsand plenty
more. Expect a wide
range of games to
trickle onto shelves
throughout the year.
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What's that

noise’?!

Thanks to the
redesign we were
rushed for time

to come up with a
new story for the
badger. So, instead,
we'll just tell you
the truth. We're
sick of him; we
stole him from a
stupid flash video
like years ago and
kept modifying
him with more and
more ridiculous
ideas and stories.
We've effectively
washed away
everything that
was good and
wholesome with
our plagiarised
garbage and now
it's time to move
on. Whoa! That
felt good. Instead
we're going to
whore outa
marketing concept
and make you
find Scarlett from
rAge. See if you
can find her hiding
in the magazine...

Clue: It'sin
NAG magazine
somewhere.

Send your
sighting to ed@
nag.co.za with the
subject line "April
Scarlett’ and don't
getit wrongor
deleted it will be.

March Winner

Win!

One person who
finds Scarlett will
win a PS3 Move
6-in-1 Starter Kit
valued at R 549.99,
sponsored by
Dream Gear and
Bowline.

Danielle Nel,
Page 29

Caption of the Month

Every month we’ll choose a screenshot from
a random game and write a bad caption for
it. Your job is to come up with a better one.
The winner will get a copy of Homefront for
PS3 from Ster-Kinekor Entertainment. Send
your captions to ed@nag.co.za with the

subject line ‘April Caption’.

NAG'S LAME ATTEMPT AT HUMOUR / This gives new meaning to the word skullf#$%

LAST MONTHS WINNER / The final of Strictly Come Dancing goes horribly wrong.

- David Edwards

Sleepy-time

// Beds! They exist
in Minecraftright
now, for you to pass
those long, lonely
nights without the
need to play with the
hordes of zombies
and creepers running
around your brand-
new tree farm. Notch
and the gang have
been keeping busy
with updates to
Minecraftincluding
new block types and a
new red stone switch
(a delay/repeater).

There's also quite a
bit on the horizon for
Minecraft,and it looks
like an achievement
system is going to
put some purpose
into the game for
those who enjoy this
kind of thing.

“I've had the idea to
make achievements
kind of like the
in-game questing,”
Markus “Notch”
Persson stated.

"Soyou'd be
able to see thefirst
achievementinatree
of achievements, and
you have to unlock the
top ones first before
you can unlock the
ones further down. So
the first one might be
tochopdown atree,
orkilla chicken,and
then these branch
into more things you
can do. Hopefully
it would encourage
people to try new
areas.”

Strength of the bear

rey 2is a thing that exists.
PYou should know about this

already; the sequel is all-but
confirmed at the end of the first
game's credits, and word has been
floating around for some time
regarding this highly-anticipated
continuation. Now, however,
Bethesda Softworks has confirmed
a few solid details.

The game is due for release in 2012
for Xbox 360, PC and PS3 and is built
using theid Tech engine. The press
release confirms that Prey 2 will use

“cutting-edge” id Tech technology,
but Bethesda has confirmed that this
does not mean it'sid Tech 5.

"We are thrilled to be working
with Bethesda on Prey 2" said Chris
Rhinehart, project lead. "Prey 2 will
provide gamers the opportunity
to explore a new facet of the Prey
universe, one that offers fast-paced
action in an open, alien world. We're
excited to show gamers the title
we have been working on and hope
they will be as excited by this title
as weare.”




Get your movies
out of my games

| n an interview with Edge, THQ's Danny Bilson has

taken a stab at the reliance on cutscenes to convey
the story in our games. He described cutscenes
as "the failure state that is the last resort of game
storytelling. It's really not what the art form is about.
As soon as you put a controller in someone's hand
they want to interact.”

Bilson says he's never played a game with a
narrative that actually engaged him. “That's a place
we have not cracked vet, as an industry. We should be
able to tell great stories, fresh original stories, in this
industry, just like in books, movies or anything else.”

"There are fantastic story moments in games,
there are stories that | think are better than others,”
said Mr Bilson. “Games aren't about story first - the
story is there to make you care about the mechanics,
to make it more emotional. But if | separate the story
from the experience it doesn't blow my mind.”

Your Gamerscore is
but a drop in the ocean

icrosoft has released the worldwide figures
I\/l for Xbox 360 Achievements and Gamerscores.
The numbers are, to say the least, massive.
Introduced back in 2005, the Achievement system on the
Xbox 360 was soon mimicked by competitors; even Steam
has its own Achievements.

Whether you like them or not they've definitely helped
define this current generation of gaming. Ever wondered
how your Gamerscore compares to the rest of the world?
Well, according to Microsoft, the average Gamerscore is 11
286 —not too shabby.

What about the collective Gamerscore of the world? As
of March 2011 it was: 176 802 201 383. That, according to
Xbox Live central, is a figure that is comprised of over 6.4
billion Achievements that have been unlocked since the
Xbox 360 launched six years ago. Note, however, that the
figures are probably higher than that because these are
the numbers pulled from Xbox Live accounts; consoles
that aren't connected to the online service are obviously
not accounted for.

[Release List
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Dates subjext to change without notice

April: Week //////11/),

Tiger Woods PGA Tour 12
Combat of Giants: Dinosaurs 3D
Raving Rabbids: Travel in Time

Forza Motorsport 3: Ultimate Edition

Shift 2:Unleashed
Darkspore

WWE All Stars

April: Week 2 //////1///

Tomb Raider Trilogy
The First Templar
Dynasty Warriors 7

Patrician IV: Rise of a Dynasty

Rio

April: Week 3 /////111//,

Operation Flashpoint: Red River

Portal 2

Duke Nukem: Critical Mass

Gray Matter

Paws & Claws: Fantastic Pets
Michael Jackson: The Experience
Chronicles of Mystery: Scorpio Ritual
SOCOM 4:U.S. Navy SEALs

April: Week 4 77717711/

Mortal Kombat
Virtua Tennis &

Thor: God of Thunder

Xbox 360/ PS3/ Wii
3DS

3DS

Xbox 360

PC/ Xbox 360/ PS3
pC

Xbox 360 / PS3
pS2 /PSP

PS3

PC/ Xbox 360

Xbox 360 / PS3

pC

Xbox 360/ PS3/ Wii / DS

PC / Xbox 360 / PS3
PC / Xbox 360 / PS3
DS

PC / Xbox 360

Xbox 360

Xbox 360/ PS3

pC

PS3

Xbox 360 / PS3
Xbox 360 / PS3 / Wii

Xbox 360/ PS3/
Wii / DS / PSP

April: Unconfirmed ///////

John Daly's ProStroke Golf

Europa Universalis I1l: Chronicles

Xbox 360
PC

Player
banned from
Dragon Agell

// Yes, you read that
correctly; EA recently
banned a player from
the single-player
only game Dragon
Age Il. The publishing
giantis claiming it
was an accident,

but the accident has
highlighted an issue
with EA Accounts.

The ban was
instigated after the
player referred to EA
as the "devil” on the
BioWare forums. The
post was flagged and
the player's account
was suspended for
72 hours. The "ban”
from the game
came in when the
player was unable
to activate Dragon
Age llbecause the
EA account needed
for activation was
suspended. Needless
to say there was an
outcry and EA lifted
the ban.

Inrelated EA
news, the publisher
has just announced
that the upcoming
Darksporeis going to
require a permanent
internet connection
in order to play it.
You know that DRM
tactic — Ubisoft tried
to do the same thing
with their PC game
releases and it failed
miserably (it has
since been scrapped
for the PCrelease
of Assassin’s Creed:
Brotherhood). Clearly
EA has not heard of
the saying: "those
who do not learn
from history are
doomed to repeat it."
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Lets hope he doesn’t need to
scratch his crotch anytime soon.

Prototype 2

Stronger, angrier, more tentacles...

[ details ]

Release Date:

2012

Platforms:
PS3/360/PC

Genre:

Open-world, Action
Developer:

Radical Entertainment
Website:
www.prototypegame.
com

Publisher:

Activision

[ trivia ]

// There is a six-issue
comic published

by DC Comics that
reveals more about
the viral outbreak of
the first game.

/1 After a dare by
Zero Punctuation
spinster Ben
"Yahtzee" Croshaw,
the developers of
Prototype produced
animage of Mercer
wearing a pink dress
riding a unicorn.
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ctivision continues to be
Asecretive about their follow-

up to the 2009 hit-or-miss
Prototype. Personally, the game was
an indulgent joy from start to finish,
but I skipped a lot of what | considered
frivolous side-missions. Prototype 2
could learn a lot from its first game,
and from the leaps in the genre that
the Assassin’s Creed series have taken
[was that a joke? Ed].

Prototype 2 returns players to an
infected New York, but not as Alex
Mercer. Instead, you'll play as Sgt.
James Heller, a returning wartime army
operative who's pretty pissed that Alex
killed his loved ones and wrecked his
city. Filled with (generic) rage and a
death wish, Heller stomps into the Red
Zone and via nefarious plot by some
shadowy agents, gets infected with the
same virus as Alex. Derp.

Beyond that, not much is known
about the story. Plot twists are to
be expected (though hopefully done
smarter than in the first game; we live
in a post-Assassin’s Creed world after
all), and we've seen Heller's powers
looking similar to Mercer's if not quite
the same. Some shots show him using
a giant Gatling gun against a helicopter
(we hope for a better lock-on system);
another has Heller throwing a tank
using his tentacles. If anything, Heller's
transformation seems to step it up a
notch from Mercer's, his claw form is
bigger and more monstrous and his
tentacles can slam things together
from a distance. One video shows
Heller literally pulling apart a dozen
enemies at once using some kind of
area-filling tentacle-rape-cloud.

[

‘One video shows Heller literally pulling
apart a dozen enemies at once using some
kind of area-filling tentacle-rape-cloud.”

It's unclear if the clumsy stealth
element from the first game will
return; if it does we hope Radical
learned a thing or two. Less monotony
in the missions (protect target, destroy
tower, chase a vehicle, yawn) and
more playing up to the strengths
of the game would help too. Early
videos show much bigger bad guys
than Mercer had to face, so one would
expect Heller's been powered up to

HELICOPTER
TAKE-DOWN

In perhaps a nod to the Penny Arcade
comic that offered Mercer doing a
karate-kick against a helicopter as one
of Prototype's primary selling points,
the Prototype 2 teaser has a scene that
involves Heller latching on to a helicopter
using both tentacle arms and slingshot-
kicking the thing into next week.

]

match. Hopefully the obvious climatic
battle against Mercer will be like two
tentacle-bearing titans clashing.
That'd be hot.

And of course, co-op wouldn't
hurt. Radical claimed they were
experimenting with it for the first
game but it was cut due to time. With
the game due sometime in 2012, there
seems time now, guys. NAG

Miktar
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Silent Hill: Downpour

Torrential terror!

[ details ]

Release Date:
Q42011
Platforms:
PS3/360

Genre:

Survival horror
Developer:

Vatra Games
Website:
www.konami.com/
games/silenthill/
silenthill8
Publisher:
Konami Digital
Entertainment

[ trivia ]

/1 The first Silent
Hillgame featured
numerous references
to Sonic Youth, a
rock act active since
the 80s
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ilent Hill, you are our favourite
Sbeleaguered franchise. We know

you're having a bit of an identity
crises lately and you've ran into the
arms of half a dozen developers in as
many vears. But we're still here for you.
And it's okay; you're even looking better
these days; honest.

Now it's Vatra games, and the
weather report is: rainy. Silent Hill:
Downpouris another start for the
Silent Hill franchise. Murphy Pendleton
becomes an accidentally escaped
prisoner when his convict's bus
overturns outside the titular Silent Hill;
not that any local policewoman would
believe that, right? This is just the first
of Murphy's problems, and we haven't
even gotten to the part where water is
cascading up walls and filling the ceiling.

The cursed town is always ready for
mind games with a new guest, but the
producers of Downpour express the
need to mix up expectations. Pendleton
doesn't have an obvious or necessary
connection to the many factions, cults,
and famous personages who have
helped build Silent Hill's vile reputation.
(Though, itis said, there may be Easter
eggs for those knowing what to look for.)
Developers have been trying to recreate
the magic of Silent Hill 2 for years;
Shattered Memories came remarkably
close in some ways. Downpour attempts
to add a first-person perspective into this
mix. Don't assume too much; anyone who
played SH4: The Room will remember
how utterly unsettling and paranoid a
forced first person perspective can bein
the universe of Silent Hill.

Afirst person perspective does
however naturally remove the
awkwardness and vulnerability of
timidly shuffling around America’'s
creepiest town; but balancing that is
the fact that Murphy can only carry
one weapon at a time, and weapons
can break. More intriguingly, for just
about the first time, Silent Hill has side
missions. Much more of the town is
open to exploration this time, including
sections often seen on maps but
never physically present in the game
world. To give the feeling that one is
exploring the unearthly place and trying
to understand it and its inhabitants, a
number of mysteries can be picked up
and dealt with in a non-linear order. Not
all are required to experience Murphy's
personal endgame.

[

Wait a minute... did | remember to put
on clean underwear this morning?

"The core of Silent
Hill comes down to
storytelling... ”

]

It's the kind of thing we like to hear,
because it's genuinely new for Silent Hill
but doesn't violate the spirit of what the
whole thing is about. And, one has to
admit, that using water as the primary
theme is the perfect way to ensure
there's lots and lots of mist about.

The core of Silent Hill comes down
to storytelling however. That is why
SHZ2 remains legend, and weaker
entries scorned by the faithful. Writing
spooky stories for a naturally spooky
locale seems a snap, but Silent Hill is
atits best when it's about the ways
human beings can be messed about
and not merely scared by jump-out
monsters. Here's hoping that Vatra
has been a more perceptive student
of the lore than some. NAG

Miktar
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WAITER! there's a dead girl in my soup!

The Darkness 2

Surprise sequel to
surprise cult classic

[ details ]

Release Date

2011

Platforms:
PC/360/PS3
Genre:
First-person shooter
Developer:

Digital Extremes
Website:
www.embracethe-
darkness.com
Publisher:

2K Games

[ trivia ]

//'Inthe original
game, if you chose
to sitdown and
watch TV with your
girlfriend Jenny for
some quality time
together, you could
waste a couple of
real-world hours
watching To Kill a
Mockingbird - the
entire movie - on the
in-game television.
The Man with the
Golden Armwas
another film that's
watchableinits
entirety,asis afull
episode of Flash
Gordon. There was
more stuff (like
cartoon shorts of
Popeye and Gabby)
inthere, all made
possible because
these properties are
in the public domain.
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books could be written on how to get

your first-person shooter to stand
out from the crowd. Gaming's most
popular genre is its most crowded and
in these times, “good enough” isn't any
longer. 2K takes a bid that the tactic to
get The Darkness 2 noticed is to take
duel-wielding and make it a double
order, to go.

For those just tuning in, you are still
Jackie Estacado. You possess the power
to control the substance of shadow
itself - so long as there is shadow to
sustain you - and naturally, this means
that someone, somewhere, wants to
kill you. Thanks to your powers, two
ethereal arms of darkness are available
to grasp and slice anything in your way;
your mortal hands can busy themselves
with those curiously popular devices:
guns. Set two years after part 1, your
man has moved up in the world: Jackie is
now head of the Franchetti crime family.
It's never good to be plagued by demonic
visions, but the explosion of a mob war
is a good cover to start beating people
up in search of answers.

The original Darkness was a bit of
a cult hit with its semi-open world
structure and detailed use of light and
dark environments to affect the planning
of one’s assaults. The sequel attempts
to address criticisms of uneven pacing
by confining Jackie's supernatural mob
warfare to a linear path with much more
tightly scripted narration. Darkness and
shadows still play their part, but a more
rough and tumble attitude is captured in
the shoot-punch-slice-and-shoot-again
quad-fisted gameplay.

The "darkling” henchmen / creatures
of the first game have been replaced
by a singular ‘darkling' that appears
at pre-determined points to interact

| tis perhaps truth that at this point,

[

‘The "darkling” henchmen / creatures

of the first game have been replaced by
a singular ‘darkling’ that appears at pre-
determined points to interact with game

mechanics and story.

n

L

with game mechanics and story. It's
a little difficult to say what fans of
the original will think given that the
creative yet unpolished elements have
been streamlined so severely. Still, the
presentation is prettier than the norm
these days, with character animation
and real-time cut scenes that lose a
lot of the stiff puppetry appearance
symptomatic of tired, workmanlike
quality we expect to see in the average
title. All the technological improvements
one expects to find in a title this far into
our generation are apparent.

2K specifically will not comment
about multiplayer at this time. The
Darkness multiplayer was generally a

cute distraction, but original developer
Starbreeze Studios themselves even
told players not to treat it as much
more than a joke. We might assume
that multiplayer of some sort is a given,
as it was deemed necessary even in
BioShock 2 - but one never knows.

It's a little unexpected maybe to
see an underdog tier title get a serious
attempt at a sequel, but The Darkness
was not without its vocal fans. In that
sense, the foundation for a bigger, better,
well-received sequel is in place. A second
chance is a lot more than many equally
deserving games get in a viciously
competitive marketplace. NAG

Miktar
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The Next Big Thing

This is what crazy feels like.
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[ details ]

Release Date!
April 2011
Platforms:

PC

Genre:
Adventure
Developer:
Pendulo Studios
Website:
www.thenextbig-
game.com
Publisher:
Focus Home
Interactive

[ trivia ]

/1 "Twenty, twelve,
one, four!" Liz cannot
count. She also
dialogues with herself
(as two identities),
makes up ridiculous
metaphors (“Lifeis a
like a crocadile”) and
seems to have a thing
about vegetable soup.

// TNBTis possibly
the best-looking
adventure game yet.
Beautiful hand-drawn,
full-HD backgrounds
are complemented
with the illustration-
styled real-time 3D
characters.
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hen Pendulo Studios released
\NRunaway:A Road Adventure

in 2001, | played it. | didn't
enjoy it. lwasn't sure what made it so
uninteresting, so | passed it along to
a couple of friends (yes, yes) and got
their opinions. They too didn't enjoy it.
How the series managed to garner two
sequels, I'll never know (I didn't play the
other titles past a demo of Runaway
2), but here we are at Pendulo’s new
release: The Next Big Thing. Thankfully,
I'm not in charge of giving this Spanish
studio money, otherwise the world
would be without this title that I'm not
ashamed to admit, based on what I've
played so far, is bloody brilliant.

Like in the Runaway series, The
Next Big Thing revolves around the
exploits of a chauvinist man (Dan) and
a ditzy woman (Liz). The difference
here is that Liz is completely bonkers —
certifiably insane —and her nuttiness
feels endearing instead of irritating.
Maybe I'm just a better, more tolerant
person now (which I obviously am), but
it feels like the writing and character
development this time round are more
solid and believable.

It's the 1940s. Monster films are
taking off in a big way, but in this
alternate reality, they're using real
monsters. The game begins with Liz
Allaire and Dan Murray reporting on the
Annual Horror Film Awards ceremony.
Dan, as a sports writer, doesn't give
two hoots about the event and decides
to spend most of the evening relaxing
in his sports car while Liz, an avid
gossip reporter, goes off to do the real
work. Soon enough, Liz stumbles upon
some nefarious goings-on and goes to
investigate. Before long, she disappears
and it's up to Dan to find her. Players will

[

‘Players will get a chance to alternate

between each character, completing
different chapters that make use of
their notable people skills and varying
approaches to situations.”

IL

get a chance to alternate between each
character, completing different chapters
that make use of their notable people
skills (especially Liz's ability to make
people move slowly away from her while
reaching for the telephone) and varying
approaches to situations (Dan’s will
often involve a baseball bat).

The humour in TNBT has obviously
been a focus during development;
every spoken line drips with delicious
puns and classic references, and Liz's
speeches are especially chortle-worthy.
The puzzles follow the common point-
and-click adventure game guidelines
(finding, combining and giving items)

but often have a delightfully adult
twist with a good dollop of wit. As an
example, there's a robot that Liz needs
to convince to open the locked door to
a secretary's office. Liz fits the visual
description of the secretary by having
blonde hair and blue eyes, but her
feminine figure is a little lacking. The
solution is to, of course, get the robot
drunk. The resulting beer goggles ensure
it sees Liz's assets as fuller than they
are, and he proceeds to open the door.

Is it silly? Sure. Is it ridiculous? Yep. Is
it still funny? You bet. Classic adventure
fans are going to love this.  NAG

GeometriX
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Who drained the pool?!

WWE All Stars

Hulk (Hogan) smash!
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[ details ]

Release Date:
April 2011
Platforms:
360/ PS2
PS3/ Wii / PSP
Genre:

Sports
Developer:
THQ San Diego
Website:
www.wweallstars.
com

Publisher:

THQ
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ro wrestling as a sport (LOL)
P might not appeal to everyone,

but for sheer entertainment
value, there are few people who can
honestly say they don't enjoy watching
oversized drama queens hit each
other in interesting ways for 10-30
minutes. The theatrical performance;
the athletic prowess; the crowds; the
ridiculous personalities —all of these
add up to a thoroughly entertaining
spectacle that fits very well into a
videogame format. Just like the show
on which it's based, WWE All Stars
is a bit silly but highly technical. This
is not WWE Smackdown vs. RAW,
which is a hardcore simulation-style
title, All Stars' cartoonish visuals and
embellished action and physics make
for a game that fits snugly into the
"arcade sports” genre, and does its best
not to take itself too seriously.

At the heart of All Stars lies the
combat system, which has been
designed along the age-old concept
of “easy to learn, difficult to master.”
Taking cues from other arcade fighters,
All Stars' control system is made up
of two types of direct attacks (quick
or heavy), two grab attacks (short or
strong) and buttons for counters and
reversals. If you've just picked up the
controller for your first time, you'll be
able to fight a skilled opponent without
getting your face punched in too much.
Taking the time to master the many
combinations, juggles, sneaky tricks
and counters in the game will elevate
your ability and playing style to the
next level.

CONTROL FREAK

To prove just how committed THQ is to this
whole "arcade fighter” approach to wrestling
games, they've partnered with Mad Catz to
develop two branded fighting controllers.
The WWE BrawlPad is a six button flat
controller with floating eight-way d-pad,
and the WWE BrawlStick is an eight-button
joystick controller modelled on a tweaked
version of their Street Fighterarcade stick.
Thisisn't the high-end Tournament Edition
loaded up with Sanwa parts, however, but
Mad Catz rep Alex Verrey assured us that
the controller is modifiable if you really want
the high-end stuff.

EAt the heart of All Stars lies the combat system,
which has been designed along the age-old
concept of "easy to learn, difficult to master.”

During each round of combat, the
goals are limited and simple: pin
your opponent for those very long
three seconds or break his face into a
thousand pieces, and don't get kicked
out of the match for being too much
of a bastard. To accomplish that first
goal, you'll need to peel away four
layers of your opponent’s health meter;
the further along you are, the more
difficultly your opponent will have
shaking off your attempts to lovingly
hold him down. In addition to a health

]

meter, each player also has an energy
meter and finishing meter. The former
is built up by performing varied and
interesting moves, and depleted by
running and using special abilities. The
latter is used to perform one of your
wrestler's unique finishing moves,
which must first be charged up and
then unleashed on your opponent.

If you manage to land that finishing
move while the other guy is staggering
around like @ 3AM drunk, you'll win the
round through a spectacular animation
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WHO'S WHO?

The roster of talent from throughout
WWE's history (including WWF) is broken
down into four classes. Each class has
access to its own set of moves (also taken
from throughout WWE's history), but
many of the available wrestlers borrow
moves from other classes, meaning no two
fighters are alike.

Grappler: The type of wrestler who likes

to take the fight to the floor, grapplers are
loaded up with submission moves and pins
and aren't able to take too much of a direct
beating. Keep them at a distance and never

turn your back on a grappler. Bret Hart fits
i into this class.

Brawler: "Am wrestler, will punch, and also
! kick...and maybe bite" is the brawler's
credo. Seamus, John Cena and The Rock are
i all brawlers, and specialise in dishing out
damage as much as they can take it while
remaining light on their feet.

i Acrobat: Flip-flopping all over the place
like an epileptic fish on a sushi mat, the
i acrobat will be everywhere you don't

expect him to be, including on your own
person. Rey Mysterio is an example of a

i typical acrobat; he likes to leap and dive
from the ropes and turnbuckles, and only
i stops moving to help you count those
precious three seconds from the wrong
side of a double leg cradle.

i Big Men: This for the really big lads like
Big Show and Andre the Giant. Their long

! reach,immense weight and extreme
strength are only matched by their ability
i to soak up blows to the gut. Sure, they
might take five minutes to cross the

i stage, but by the time they get to their
opponent, expect those massive fists (and
occasionally entire wrestlers) to fly.

[ trivia ]

// Jump outside the
ring and grab one of
those handy folding
chairs. You can use
itas aweapon afew
times before the
almost non-existent
ref throws you a DQ,
but it'll be worth the
satisfaction.

// Each move your
fighter performs can
be modified based
on the direction you
hold while pressing
the button. This
includes not just
direct attacks and
grabs, but counters
and reversals as well.

38 /www.nag.co.za

that looks a lot more brutal than
anything you can expect to seeon TV.
Of course, while you're attempting
to charge up your own meters while
beating down your opponent'’s, there is
a ton of action happening. Almost every
move has an opportunity for reversal
using quick time popups and blocking.
Depending on your chosen wrestler's
skillset, you'll be able to perform a huge
variety of moves, from simple punches
and kicks to grapples to heroic leaps off
the turnbuckle. During our time with
the game, we didn't see two rounds
that felt even marginally similar, and

there are very few sure-win moves that
can't be countered, blocked or avoided
altogether.

Despite not really caring all that
much about wrestling, I couldn't help
but be impressed with what | got to
see at the THQ preview event. All Stars
looks fun; it looks over-the-top and
ridiculous, but also technical enough
to be taken seriously by the hardcore
fighting crowd, much like EA's Fight
Nightand THQ's UFC Undisputed. Then,
if you actually are a fan of WWE, you
should go nuts for this title.  NAG

GeometriX
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covert ways to display
your gaming habits

e gamers are a passionate that unshakable stigma, better
\/\/Iot. In fact, some might say judgement, a desire for acceptance

we're bordering on fanatical and possibly the need to come right
in our own geeky, al-Qaeda sort with members of the opposite sex.
of way. Despite this, and despite Blame your biology and society in
the fact that, let's face it, gaming general because it's way easier than
is becoming mainstream, some of plucking up the courage to stand on
us are desperately clinging to the that roof and exclaim, “World, | am a
last shreds of social acceptance gamer. Screw you if you think that's
that we have left. In other words, weird.”
while we love games, something in Until you find it in yourself to do
the back of our minds is preventing that, however, here's a list of covert
us from shouting it from the ways to display your gaming passion
rooftops. It's something to do with without risking social ridicule.

40 / www.nag.co.za

1 Clothing

Sports fanatics get to do it so why can't we? The trick is
to find that oh-so-sensitive balance between obscurity
and instantly recognisable gaming connection. It's tough,
but try avoid the obvious ones like those trashy t-shirts
you get for free when you pre-order games from online
retailers. You know: the ones that look like they've been
silk-screened by your aunt.

2 Personalised number plates

What better way to reaffirm your gaming obsession
than by affixing a license plate that says "D1CKT1TS" to
your car? Avoid the obvious like “ND4SPD", unless you've
chromed the hell out of your rims and have run neon
lighting under your chassis; in which case please don't
refer to yourself as a "gamer”, we're trying to maintain a
semblance of dignity here.

3 Facebook

Status updates that say “I'm at my son'’s seventh birthday
party and his little friends just totally ling rushed the cake
table” says it all - you're into games, and you're slightly
petrified by hordes of sugar-hyped seven-year-olds
amassing in your house.



4 Naming your
kids after game characters

The great thing here is that you can pretty much pick

any game character's name; you're not the one getting
punched in the school playground because your name

is Cloud. The safer option, and the one less likely to cost
thousands in psychologist bills for your child, is to name
your pets after characters. The more extreme the better,
like naming four miniature daschunds Marcus, Dom, Cole
and Baird. You could then refer to the whole group as Delta
Squad, which would be six kinds of awesome.

/ FEATURE: Top 8 covert ways to display your gaming habits /

5 Gaming tattoos

Ink is cool. Inking Link and the Triforce symbol onto your
body is not. Subtlety is everything when it comes to a
gaming tattoo.

6 Cell Phone ringtones

Aringtone with the opening guitar

riff from Guns 'n Roses' "Sweet Child
of Mine" is meant to say: "l take my
music pretty seriously, but I'm also into
drinking and hitting on my daughter's
school friends". Go ahead and use

a videogame flavoured ringtone to
promote your implied public image.
Theme tunes from the Final Fantasy
or Zelda games are not ideal, mainly
because most non-gamers won't have
a clue what they're from. Instead,

go for instantly recognisable pieces,
like the Mario Bros. theme. If you

want to go covert geek that can be
mistaken for rocker, think some of the
awesome guitar pieces from Brutal
Legend. An SMS tone of Eddie Riggs
screaming “Decapitation!” is also totally
permissible.

/ Gaming references in everyday situations

It's inevitable that at some point

in your day you'll have to interact

with other, real people. Take the
opportunity to display your passion by
dropping game references into casual
conversations. When somebody asks
you if you play a musical instrument,
instead of saying you wish you did,
tellit like it is and say, "Yeah | play
guitar. | can clear 'Surfing with the
Alien’ on Expert level with a five star
rating.” Chances are that you'll get
dumbfounded expressions in response,
but you know you're awesome — | mean
five stars in "Surfing with the Alien” on
Expert? That's godlike.

8 Game soundtracks

There's a load of great music to be found
in games, so stuff your iPod or cram your
car's CD shuttle full of the stuff. Of course,
we're going for subtlety here; you want
people to be browsing through your iPod
albums and asking who Jack Wall and
Sam Hulick are. Timing is everything; you
do not want your iPod to be accidentally
used at a house party in case the theme
tune to Oblivion suddenly comes on;
nothing kills the buzz and empties a
dance floor quite like full orchestral
fantasy RPG music.

www.nag.co.za / 41



e ‘a12e 1ad 000'08 Se Yanw
o2 Se 0} 081 WO. Pasealdu!
o 9}IS 33 puno.e anfen
puB| 3y} ‘JUaWadunouue
3y} JO SYIuOW UIYHM
‘suojelodiod Asuoyd
y8nouy pue| Jo S3IR £/ T
palinbae Aj3a1ass Asusig
'G961 Ul JUBWAIUNOULE

o7 "jujod ainysedsp
e S)1 03 PauINIdI ‘BOIIIA
o ‘diys ujurewsas 3se| ayy
'133e| s1eah 9a1y3 Ajaexs
1sowe ‘A|[enuana Inqg ‘ma.d
93 J0 3sow yyim Suoje

palp ue||a8e|\ pue 'sasso|

JUBWIDUBWWO) 3y} 03 dn
Suipes| syuow Jo porsad
B J3AQ "UOI}INIISUOD J0J
9eds Jo junowe 3agny e
papaau plio Aausiq eyl
papap ,siaauideuw, siy
pue e/ ‘purjAsusiq jo
U013IN3SU0I BY3 WOy
pautes| SU0SS3| 3} Sy <

98Ny palajyns s[assan ay]
'9q0|8 3.413U3 3Y3 puno.e
3uyjres dn papus pue pjiom
93 Jan0dsip 03 sdiys anly
pa| ue||a8e |\ puBUIpIaS
'6LGL Ul BPaWELIEG 3P
Jeanjues wouy 3untedsq <

........................................................................................... ‘'GO6/T Ul lUswadunouue Syl wold) PlAOAA

Asusi@ pIiNg 03 4003 }1 S} JO L3BUS) By |

JusWiIIRdXa UOISSY 4e9)oNu 3SIU aY) WOoJ) quiog Jesjonu
sy} pIiNg pue ubIisap 0} }00) 1l dwWi Jo YIbua) ay L

"0TOg Ul uonjiw 0z$ O3 uoliw G§ woly asii 0} sybpnq
Juswdolansp sweb sbelaae ¥00) I Wi} JO yunowe ay |

........................................................................................... "GZST Ul buipua uonebineuwNDIID 101D

JSA3 1SJU By} 104 awil obeA0OA 1R10) By |

JUOIJaWOH dO)BASp 0} SOIPNIS
SOBY| 00) )l W} JO Yybua) 8y |

"9sea)al 0} uondadul Woly ‘gs waynN
2N 404 3wy Juswdolansp .10} 3y |

rﬁc\% el
w\ﬂ
9
@m
®\~>,,,.
9
@m,
G\ﬁ,,,.
5
S
@A’
$
@m
G\ﬁ
$
S

19N310} e}

},upt

‘'sbupjeyapun aAIssew JaYjo

9191dwoD 03 3003 3l Buoy Moy Uo uonewoul JaYyyoboy paiayieb
9N 2M ‘DAdadsiad ul sbuiyy ind o] “buiyrAue op 03 swn buoj e
S,31 Inq ‘DweboapIa e dojaaap 03 awiy buo) Aisnojnaipu e Ajuo
JOU SI SIe2A U99)IN04 'Pasea)al 9q 0} 19A3J0 WaNN Ng

10} pajiem aA oM ey sieah njuied ‘Buo) uSSINOY USSQ S|

yeyy sbury |

42 / www.nag.co.za



/ Feature: Things that didn't take forever /

e e 19A2104 WaXNN 9)Nd 10} sl HCOCCQO_w>w_U 18101 ay |

'S3WWIY 40 JaqUINU
e padueyd sem 3uiias pue
Ai10ys s31°3)pA Juswdojanap
3y} In0y8noly3 }an3s —
sHIys Ayines3 pue sjeyiod
—s|ejuawepuny ayy

3|Iym pue ‘566 Ul UB33q
juswdojanaq ‘peo. Adwing
Arejiwis e pasayyns Aaid <

padojanap

pey Asyy A3ojouyasy asip
1oedWwod 3y} uo paseq
uolyeisheld ayy dojanap
03 U0 panow Auog pue
shem ajesedss J1ay3 08
03 papap saluedwod
omy ay3 ‘SuljSueim 83|
yanu sayy ‘sdijiyd yim
paauised pue [eap ay}
J03no pajind opusjuiy
'13}JB UOOS PUE ‘3IBMJOS
1310 |0J3U0D BAISN|IX3

"98KT Ul ‘1l 8)guuasseal Usyl pue ySn syl 01 sduel
wody 31 diys ) S|quuassesip ‘A1aqIT JO SNieIS aY3 PIiNg 03 400} 3 Wi} JO Y3bus) ay |

‘0T02-666T Woi a1doad uon)ig T Ag aseaioul 03 uoneindod pliom ay3 3003 3 swi Jo Yybus) ay |

1sowe Auog anI8 pjnom
|eap ay3 ey pasijeal
1yanewe, 1ysodiH im3iq
opuajulp 'pausis pey
OpuajuIN pue Auos 3ey3
12BJ3U0D 3Y3 Buipeal
Ajinja1ed 191y *, @D
-S3NS, pajed Ajannejusy
‘opuajuly Jadng sejndod
Aia8ny s,opuajuip 1o}
31un uo-ppe g ® aq 03
paudisap sem uolyeisAe|d
Auos [euiuio ayy <

............................................................................................. .\A._wxﬂ_ 10} sawi HCGCCQO_Q>®U 1e101 ay |

‘SIep\ PO Y10g JO Uoheinp (210} Paulquiod ay |

‘sa)eag oY) JO J9aJed aJnus ay |

‘66T Ul 9sea)aJ asaueder S,9)0SUOD 3y} 0} OPUSIUIN 10}
uo-ppe gD e dojaasp o3 Jdwiainie jeulblo sy woly ‘uoneisheld
leuiblio ayy dojaasp 01 AUOS Y001 3l swi JO Yyibuay ay |

'9284NS S} UO da1s 1SJY S,6U0SWIY JIBN 0} UOOW By} UO
uew e Ind 0} UoNLeIL)DBP S, M4 WOl awi Jo yibus) ay |

"SJ9SN SAIDE UOIIW 009 42A0 YIIM 2181S 1US4IND S1I O)
uondasul wol) MoUb 0y Joogade ] }00) )l dWl} JO Junowe ay |

www.nag.co.za / 43



reviews intro

The Reviewers

Question: What innovation / thing / experience
etc. have you been waiting forever to see in
videogames? 20-30 words - Go!

SAVAGE

Easy: Totalimmersion. Probably
implemented by some form of neural
link, directly interacting with the
central nervous system, to truly put
one "in the game” (or at least, make
one think so.)

A peripheral to temporarily erase
certain parts of my memory solcan
replay all those old games | used to
love so much in the past but can't
bear to play now because they're so
old and simplistic - also Elite IV.

I'm still waiting for developers to
stop trying to copy Hollywood,
and instead focus on the unique
strengths of gaming.

Good-looking men.

Uploading saved games into your
mind, so you can carry on playing
while you sleep... somehow. No more
wasting time snoozing when you
could be finishing a backlog of titles.

Smell-o-vision! | want the stench
of brimstone to hit me when lwalk
into Mordor;  want the smell of
gangrenous pus to make me wretch
when | revive a teammate.

Michael James as a playable
character.

Atrue role playing experience... in
other words, | can do whatever [ like,
and the game reacts appropriately.

Go away I'm busy with the re-design.

Neo'is all out of ideas this month
folks —sorry —we can't exactly force
him to reply to mail.

44 / www.nag.co.za

Anatomy of a [Review

A quick guide to the NAG reviews section

Totally interesting
stuff: Developer,
publisher, platform,
random junk and more
—this is where you can
find all those things.
Absorb this information
and then regurgitate it
later to impress girls/
guys/homunculi so
they'll sleep with you.
Best of luck with that.

Obligatory words
(i.e. areview): This is the
stuff you probably won't
read before ogling the
shiny pictures, glancing
at the score and then
flipping the page. We
don't blame you —word-
reading is hard derp.

Screenshots: These
are the pretty pictures
you'll probably stare
at before peeking at
the score, ignoring the
wonderful review and
then flipping the page.
You should probably ask
your mom to make your
sandwiches too. Just to
be on the safe side. You
might cut yourself herp.

Captions: Funny.
Informative. Touching.
The captions are usually
none of these things.
Except maybe touching,
when we put some
innuendo in there.

review

@&

detalls

Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds

An amazing dog saves the universe. Woof.

Game name: The
most reading you'll do
will likely happen in this
bit right here.

Award: Comes
in three delicious
flavours. See below for
maximum info.

THE AWARDS

Editor's Choice:
If a game gets
this award, you
know it's more
than just good. It
means it pulled
the editoraway
from Call of Duty
forlong enough
toactually play
another game
—andwecan't
think of anything
more remarkable
than that.

('S Cho,
X0 /Co

Must Play: It
means exactly
what it says: W
you must play
this game. Beg
your parents for
cash, dole out
sexual favours,
etc. —fight past tr
the painand

do whatever it
takes to get your
sweaty paws on
it. You'll thank us

forit later. rubbish games.
qust Play, \QO“V aVVarO/

A % X
g > Q
k > |3 2
] T = o
3 < o =
= -z Q@

3 %S Q
% Q9 o S
JS”LU he\(‘> D/E'/\/\e NS

Pony: You know
how everyone

Yeah, that's
not the case
here and we're
not just being
mean. We're

you fromthe

horror of being
punched in the
nether regions
by thoroughly

Those things with
extra info: These things
have extrainfo.

ants a pony?

ying to protect

THE
SCOREBOX

/1/ Plus: These are the great
things that make us happy.

/2/ Minus: These are the rubbish
things that make us sad.

/3/ Bottom line: The waffle stops
here. Hundreds of words distilled
into a tiny bit of text that can
either damn a game to the depths
or shower it with praise.

/4/ The Score: It's a number

out of 100. It lets you make an
informed decision as to whether
or not you should spend money
on this game. This isn't rocket
science people.

o PLUS / Very detailed / Enthralling setting / Amazing graphics
o MINUS / Not enough detail / Boring setting / Rubbish graphics

BOTTOM LINE GOES HERE, KEEP IT UNDER 15 WORDS, 15 WOULD BE IDEAL. THANKS.

ei




QUICKHITS

Beyond Good
& EvilHD

Beyond Good & Evilis one of gaming's
anomalies. It was loved by critics the
world over when it was released, but
commercially it was massive fail.
Dodgy release dates, poor marketing,
whatever:feel free to take your pick as
to why that was. The point is that the
game deserved to have huge success,
but didn't. Now it's got a second chance
to putits brilliance on display.

Atits core, BG&E is an action
adventure that casts youas a
photojournalist named Jade in an
attempt to discover the truth behind a
thrilling conspiracy — but it's so much
more than that. Like Little Big Adventure
before it, it's a game bursting with
unbridled creativity and imagination,
with a great story and characters that
you can actually grow emotionally
attached to. Playing it today, it doesn't
feel as monumental, but that's because
so many of the games we've played
since borrowed elements of its design.
With BG&E HD, we're handed the same
phenomenal game, but with improved
character models, textures and audio. All
you need to know is this: if you've never
played this game before, there's never
been a better time to do so. If you have
played it, doit again, because BG&E is
worth it.

It's every bit as engaging as it was
back in 2003, now with extra pretty.

The Hell in Vietnam

War is hell, man, that's why this game
is called The Hell in Vietnam, because,
the war in Vietnam was hell, and this
game represents that war through
gameplay that will, like, make you
realise, man, how much that war was
like hell, man. But this game better
represents hell's version of a crappy,
cookie-cutter first-person shooter
from the mid nineties. It does so
because that's exactly what it is.
When it wasn't plodding through
the most stagnant, uninteresting
and blatantly scripted levels ever to
existin afirst-person shooter, it was
crashing to the desktop with the error
"Terrorist Takedown War in Colombia
has stopped working"”. That, in case
you didn't notice, is not the name of
this game. That's the name of another
generic shooter released by the same
publisher. This is a clone of that game.
If there's a silver lining here, it's
that The Hell in Vietnam only costs
R50. Even at that price it's not suitable
for throwing at your screaming eight
year-old to keep him busy while you
play StarCraft, because THIVis so
brutally realistic (this is sarcasm) in its
portrayal of war that is uses the word
"gook” like it's going out of fashion.
Hint: it already did.

Sure it's a budget game, but that's
no excuse.

WEB SCORES

How do we measure up? We scour the
Net to find out what the rest of the
world thinks.

/ Metacriticaverage /

Bulletstorm

-
w

Fight Night Champion

.

Killzone 3

-
ul

Knights Contract

-
o

Marvel vs. Capcom 3

-
vl

Test Drive Unlimited 2

.




review

Test Drive Unlimited 2

2 Unlimited

here's something incredibly cool

about cruising along a highway

in Ibiza with the top downin
your Ferrari and the radio blasting
your favourite tunes [there’s a 'your
girlfriend’s’ missing there somewhere,
Ed]. That's the idea behind the Test Drive
Unlimited series, and, when they did it
for the first time in TDU, it was cool. This
time, it feels a bit stale. And the radio
stations suck.

I've never been a fan of the fluff that
comes with some racing games: the
story of a newcomer rising through
the ranks, or Need for Speed's street
racing gangster codswallop. The most
important thing a racing game needs to
do is provide a solid, entertaining driving
experience; everything else is gravy.
Test Drive Unlimited 2is that gravy. The
driving system is decent, and sits neatly
between arcade-like and simulation, but
itisn't actually all that fun. Although the
events are varied (with three classes
of vehicles), the act of driving in those
events feels unfulfilling. The rest of the
game is filled with wishy-washy story
fluff, preposterously irritating voice
acting and a ton of ways to change
the look of your avatar. The actual

46 / www.nag.co.za

details

Platforms:
360/PC/PS3
Genre:

Racing

Age restriction:

12

DRM:

None / Disc-based /
Internet connection
required
Multiplayer:

Online versus:

8 players
Developer:

Eden Games
Website:

WWW.
testdriveunlimited.
com

Publisher:

Atari

Distributor:
Megarom

mechanical upgrades you can do to your
vehicles are limited to the dumbed-
down approach where upgrades are
available as four set levels for your
acceleration, speed and braking. That's
it. For a game that claims to be car porn,
you'd expect a hell of a lot more petrol-
head tinkering or, at the very least, a
wider range of vehicles. Thankfully, the
cars that did make it into the 100-strong
roster look pretty good, and feature
plenty of detail both inside and out.
TDUZ takes place on two islands:
|biza and O'ahu (the location of the
first game). Both feature thousands of
kilometres of road to travel on and this
brings with it two issues:first, you're
restricted to fast-travelling only on
roads that you've already unlocked by
driving on them once; and second, you're
left with a bloody huge space in which
you can drive. Without filling that space
with interesting content, you're left with
a needlessly large game environment
that manages to successfully convey the

sense of freedom, but feels empty and
boring. This is where the game’s saving
grace comes in: multiplayer. If you're
online during play, other players from
around the world will appear in your
game world. You can challenge them
on-the-fly, join in multiplayer races,
compete in persistent time trials that
offer a large pot for the fastest time at
the end of a predefined time, hang out
in public areas (although the character
models are ugly and poorly-animated)
and partake in a Facebook-like logging
system. The social aspects of TDU1T
fell a bit short but here, they work well.
However, if you don't have the kind of
Internet connection required to make
this system behave, you're missing out
on a huge chunk of the game.

TDU2 has a lot to do for those who
putin the effort, or love playing online.
If you don't do either, then you'll easily
become bored with what is otherwise a
merely decent racing title.  NAG

GeometriX

PLUS / Good multiplayer content / Looks decent / Variety of events
MINUS / Boring single player / Little customisation / Horrible audio
ADISAPPOINTING SINGLE PLAYER EXPERIENCE BURIED IN A MOUNTAIN OF BOLLOCKS.

DECENT MULTIPLAYER THOUGH.
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MINDJACK

| seen to have lost the ability to pause..

f I were to describe MINDJACK in

five words, this is how I'd do it: don't

play this damn game. I'm extremely
irritated that I've had to play it. Not
because it's the worst game ever
created in the history of the world —
that's not it at all. The reason is because
there's obvious potential here that's
being weighed down by the frustrating,
poorly designed game that's been
loosely wrapped around it.

MINDJACK is set in the year 2031.
There's some clichéd background story
in there somewhere involving the rise
of evil mega corporations who proceed
to engage themselves in obligatory
conspiracies. As special-agent guy
Jim (I think that's his name), you and
your female sidekick Rebecca must
join forces to take on one of those evil
corporations (called NERKAS) to save
the world or something. If it seems
like that plot synopsis is a bit cold,
that's because MINDJACK's narrative
is laughable at best. It's a shoddily
presented, throwaway attempt at a
sci-fi plot. To make matters worse,
every line of dialogue in the game is
delivered by voice actors with about as
much collective voice-acting talent as an

details

Platforms:
360/ PS3
Genre:
Third-Person
Shooter

Age restriction:
16+

DRM:

None
Multiplayer:
Online:

co-op

6 players
Online versus:
6 players
Developer
Feelplus Inc.
Website:
WWW.
mindjackgame.com
Publisher:
Square Enix
Distributor.

Nu Metro Interactive

Apparently this is the appropriate physical reaction when someone is

breaking into your mind.

Cyborg chimps with NVGs - humanity is doomed.

This is a boss. You don't even get to kill it - it just dies of boredom or

something when you kill all the other enemies.
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unconscious possum. These talentless
voice monkeys were then handed the
most offensively bad sci-fi script written
in the last two years, making the whole
narrative experience emotionless, tacky
and completely uninspiring.

Then there's the game itself which,
aside from some good (but poorly
implemented) ideas, offers nothing
more than competent cover-shooter
gameplay with the occasional fun-
killing aggravations thrown in for
good measure. MINDJACK tries to
differentiate itself from the pack by
allowing you to leave your body and
float around in ghost-like fashion
as a Wanderer. From there, you can
implant yourself in the mind of an
enemy to take control of them until
they're killed, at which point you're
ejected back into Wanderer form so
you can proceed to jack the minds of
other enemies or return to your own
body. Humans, machines and more
can all be mindjacked in this fashion,
but as great as that sounds, finicky
controls quickly break this entire
concept. Those fiddly controls extend
beyond just Wanderer form, with an

annoyingly obtuse melee system being
the most frustrating of these control
problems. Aside from mindjacking, you
can also turn incapacitated enemies
into mindslaves, who will proceed to
fight by your side for as long as they're
breathing. Included with all this is an
always-on multiplayer mode which
allows other players to "hack” into
your game (or you can hack into theirs),
allowing them to either take control

of your enemies or aid you in your
battles. This always-on multiplayer
has a painful side effect, however: the
game cannot be paused, even when
you're playing alone.

Despite all its fresh, interesting
ideas, MINDJACK feels out dated. It's
really just badly designed. The Al is
broken, the story is weak, the controls
are infuriating and even the menus are
ugly. Maybe those promising concepts
will be implemented in a future game
that is actually good, but for now, if
you're interested in possessing the
minds of enemies in your games, go
play Messiah instead. Messiah is great.
MINDJACK is not.  NAG

Barkskin

PLUS / Niceideas

MINUS / Rubbish presentation / Lousy controls / Annoying gameplay / OMG pause button please

THE IDEAS BEHIND IT ARE COOL, BUT MINDJACKIS NOT.

IT'S AN EXERCISE IN CONSTANT FRUSTRATION.
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Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds

An amazing dog saves the universe. WoOOf,

f there ever was a resurgence of

any genre over the last decade or

so, it would certainly be fighting
games. During the turn of the century
3D fighters were on the rise and the
days of traditional 2D fighters seemed
numbered. However, with the waning
appeal of staple fighters like Tekken and
Virtua Fighter, something was needed to
take their place. In fact, the entire genre
needed a change and this is where Street
Fighter IV entered.

Now in 2011, it's without a doubt that
2D fighters (or 2.5D as some say) are back
and better than ever, breathing new life
into several series' of games that were
thought well past their prime. One of
these was the 'vs.’ series from Capcom.

Since X-Men vs. Street Fighter, the
cross-over titles have been an outlet for
the most over the top duels in Marvel's
and Capcom's world. From ridiculous
move sets, power ups and combos
(Killer-Instinct had nothing on what you
could pull off even in these games), to the
most interesting teams you can think
of to put together. The series offered a
pleasant departure from the traditional
one on one well-paced combat game of
the time. Not only were these games
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details

Platforms:

360/ PS3/ Arcade
Genre:

Fighting

Age restriction:

12

DRM:

Disc-based
Multiplayer:

Local: 2 players
Online Versus: 2
players

Developer:
Capcom

Website:
marvelvscapcom3.
com/us/
Publisher:

Capcom
Distributor:

Nu Metro Interactive
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(despite their perceived difficulty) actually
easier to get into, but button bashing got
you somewhere at least against equally
inexperienced players or against the Al.
More than 14 years later we have what
can be considered the biggest departure
from these traditional game mechanics
yet. You're still faced with defeating a
team of several heroes where there are
no rounds (a time limit is still present
though). However, how these heroes
interact has been re-tuned and in some
ways made more relevant in this game
than in Capcom's previous efforts.
Forinstance, picking the right type of
support, depending on your team could
mean the difference between easily
defeating difficult heroes and struggling
endlessly. This does add some complexity
to the game but utilising your squad
mates during battle can be as simple as
randomly calling whoever is available to
use at the time to start a combo all the
way through chaining together advanced
combos that can deliver more than 100
hits on a single or multiple opponents.

The uniqueness of this game is in just
how simple it can be to play, in particular
if you select “simple mode"” for combat.
One thingis certain though and that is
combos and in particular the air types are
paramount to any victory. Single hits are
not devastating in anyway and because
of this lack of damage one must learn
how to master basic juggling moves.

Unlike the latest iteration of Tekken
for example, getting out of costly juggling
offenses is relatively easy provided
you are watching keenly for the breaks
between chained multi-hit moves.
There's a vast amount of depth in this
game and despite “simple mode” being
quick and easy to jump rightinto, the true
beauty isin the "normal” mode.

What has always been annoying
with the series and fully present here
again in the most spectacularly irritating
way is the boss battle with Galactus.

In typical 'vs." series fashion, his body is
only visible from the torso upwards and
being larger than the planet its amazing
just how much damage a well delivered



Galactus much like previous bosses is not only initmidating but
mostly annoying.

Two of the most memorable vs. series characters make a showing in
Mv(C3in the form of DLC.

If you're on the recieving end of this combo chances are you've
already lost that player.

roundhouse to his head does. Still, don't
expect to fight an opponent that will test
all the skill you've needed to get that far,
no you'llinstead be tested on just how
quickly you can put together a series of
offensive moves before you are flicked
away with his index finger or other such
humiliating moves. If you've fought
Apocalypse, Thanos or any of the boss
characters in the previous games you'll
know exactly what I'm on about.

In terms of character selection, many
are missing from the previous game,
but it does make for a tighter and more
diverse selection of players. Still, we
would have thought characters like M.
Bision would have made a showing as
the most recognisable antagonistin
the Capcom universe. This also goes for
Cyclops and Sabretooth, amongst others.
Still there's more than enough diversity
to find the characters that fit your playing
style perfectly and with enough practice
in both free training and mission modes

Marvel vs. Capcom 3:
Fate of Two Worlds

Somebody this big and mean should not be
wearing pink and a helmet that looks likea trophy.

you'll become rather proficient provided
you're dedicated and patient with the
game. While the moves are simpler to pull
off and chain together than before, they
are by no means easy. Given just how
much faster this game is split second
timing is vital.

Visually it's as expected —the bestin
the series. Indeed it's based on the same
engine as Street Fighter [V, but has been
adapted and fits perfectly, lending itself
to more artistic representations of the
heroes and the lively game world which
they occupy. There are heavy comic book
influences and it all blends perfectly to
create one of the most visually enticing
fighters ever produced. Even when the
screen is flashing in dazzling pallets
courtesy of impossible combos it never
fails to impress. Overall, this is the most
unique game in the series, but by far the
best one. This is a must have for any true
fan of fighting games.  NAG

ShockG

PLUS / Loads of fun / Massive replay value / Looks fantastic
MINUS / Juggernaut / M. Bison and others missing / Can be very difficult

UNLIKE ANY OTHER VS GAME IN THE SERIES, BUT DEFINITELY THE BEST ONE.

www.nag.co.za / Sl
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Bulletstorm

Drunken space pirates: they're the bane of balls everywhere

i there. How are you? I'd like to

welcome you to Stygia. This

formerly desirable resort planet
is smeared with a healthy splatter of
shimmering beaches, luxurious hotels
and eye-popping tourist attractions.
Presently it's a festering sh*thole littered
with several thousand different things
that want to kill you, every one of which
will giddily teabag you to a pulp once it's
had its gruesome way with you. Loveable
man-eating plants, delightful planet-
wide gamma radiation storms, idyllic
underground rivers of radioactive waste,
cute 'n cuddly giant dinosaur things that
(as it turns out) are very protective of
their offspring and a bunch of extremely
friendly warring factions are just some
of the alluring features that make up
Stygia's current attractions. As space
pirate/space alcoholic Grayson Hunt,
you're trapped right in the middle of
this swirling vortex of things that want
to eat/shoot/castrate you. What's the
best solution to this painful predicament
filled with potential death and/or loss
of balls? Come up with 131 inventive,
hilarious ways to eat/shoot/castrate

Punt an enemy into these cacti to earn
yourself the 'Pricked" Skillshot.

The Hekaton. Don't get it angry. You wouldn't
like it when it's angry.

This is Anarchy - Bulletstorm’s cooperative
multiplayer mode - in action. Blood Symphony
FTW.

This is what happens when powerful Charge
Shots are thrown around willy nilly.

Those yellow globe things are Nom Parasites
- boot them onto an enemy’s noggin for great
success.

Unless you're a massive dino-monster thing,

try not to piss off the guy with the quad-barrelled
shotgun.
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details

Platforms:

PC/ 360/ PS3
Genre:

First-Person Shooter
Age restriction:

18+

DRM

Internet connection
required [Games for
Windows LIVE]
Multiplayer:

Online: co-op

[4 players]
Developer

People Can Fly / Epic
Games

Website:
www.bulletstorm.
com

Distributor:
Electronic Arts

B
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every living thing on Stygia before it
does the same to you.

Bulletstorm is not a mindless FPS.
Don't let any d*uche-nozzle out there
tell you otherwise. For all its brash,
drunken slurring, Bulletstorm shows
aremarkable amount of panache,
intelligence and gameplay ingenuity.

I'm not just talking about the Skillshot
system (which you've probably seen and
heard about by now) either—thisis a
game that knows that it can devote the
majority of its time to polishing every
nook and cranny of the gameplay while
still leaving room for a brilliantly gripping
story and characters who - at first glance
- may be the stereotypical, armour-clad
‘roid monkeys we're used to seeing in
games, but at least this particular band
of 'roid monkeys is highly likeable. The
story, written by comic book writer/
artist Rick Remender (he of Fear Agent
fame), is unflinchingly outrageous in the
best possible way. It's great to see that
even though this game would've done
just fine with a throwaway, placeholder
plot, that's not what's been employed
here. Instead, you've got a story that's




Bulletstorm

actually worth a damn, one that's filled
to the brim with off-the-wall dialogue
(read: approximately ten hours worth of
sexual innuendo, d*ck jokes and double
entendre) and imaginative scenarios.
Remender's got a good sense of when
to get down to serious, meaningful story
business and when to lighten the mood
with things like playful, homoerotic idle
chat between Grayson and his cyborg
sidekick Ishi during long elevator
rides. It helps that this is one of the
most genuinely funny games 've ever
played, although anyone who's got
their serious pants on will likely hate
Remender’s spectacular penchant
for coming up with some of the most
ingeniously foul dialogue (which is
expertly delivered by fantastic voice
actors) I've ever had the pleasure to
hear. Itis pulp fiction at its finest, at its
most ridiculous, and | love it for that.
Then there's the gameplay itself,
which is every bit as satisfying as the
much-lauded Skillshot system promised
it would be. In case you don't know,
Bulletstorm makes a big deal out of
what the marketing campaigns describe
as "killing with skill" - which essentially
means not just pointing at things and
clicking until your virtual bullets make
them go boom. To aid with this, you've
got an extensive arsenal of weapons
(each of which has a satisfying and
devastating secondary fire mode called a
Charge Shot), your mighty boot (great for
kicking dudes and environmental stuff),
an Energy Leash (which can be used to
fling enemies all over the place) and the
ability to slide (useful for getting around
quickly and for tripping up enemies).
Use all these abilities, weapons and a
plethora of environmental hazards (like
giant cacti and walls of sharp, pointy

stuff —into which enemies can be
punted) in creative ways and you'll pull
off Skillshots. These Skillshots (there
are 131 of them in total) are important
because they earn you Skillpoints,
which are the currency used to upgrade
weapons, buy ammo and more. This all
gels together to create fluid, catastrophic
combat system which sees you more
worried about killing enemies in the
most beautifully imaginative of ways
than you are about surviving.

Simply killing an enemy in Bulletstorm
feels like a wasted opportunity. Dying is
actually a blessing in this game, because
it means you get to have another go at
squeezing as many points as possible
out of whatever insane set piece just
got you killed. Dying doesn't come often
though, because Grayson is a total bullet
sponge. Even on the hardest difficulty,
you can soak up damage while carefully
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studying the environment for potential
Skillshots. This does mean that the
game's challenge comes more from
successfully achieving Skillshots than
it does from the enemies themselves:
but hey, I'm okay with that. The entire
Skillshot thing is undeniably a rigid,
mechanical system and not nearly as
dynamic and organic as | thought it
would be, but in the most chaotic of
action scenes it comes together so
gracefully that it's barely noticeable.
Picking on single enemies becomes a
common occurrence as you circle him
to find a way to milk him for all the
Skillpoints he's worth. It's really an
excellent system, one that no other FPS
out there can claim to match right now.
If you were expecting some Skillshot-
riddled competitive multiplayer, you're
out of luck here. I'll bet the developers
tried to do it, but during testing things
didn't go so well. The Energy Leashes
alone would mean that you'd spend more
time flying helplessly through the air in
competitive matches than you would
actually shooting things. Instead of
that, we get one cooperative multiplayer
mode called Anarchy and a score-attack
mode dubbed Echoes. Echoes plucks all
the most action-packed sequences out
of the single player and lets you replay
them to get the highest score possible,
complete with star ratings for each
level and online leader boards. Anarchy
pits you and three friends against
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increasingly difficult waves of enemies.
There are unique Team Skillshots that
can be performed here which will get
you and your team a ton of points. This is
important, because there's a target score
that you and your mates have to meet
at the end of each round. If you don't hit
that target, you restart that round, but
you've got a limited number of retries
before the match ends. Team challenges
pop up from time to time which require a
specific Team Skillshot to be performed
for big rewards. Anarchy is actually a

ton of fun and is dedicated to being truly
cooperative. Teams that don't work well
together won't get very far.

Every inch of Bulletstorm has very
obviously been painstakingly crafted
with much love. From the animations
for reloading weapons to the humorous
public service announcements that
echo throughout Stygia —all of it is
impressively done. This includes the
visuals and audio, with an appropriate
soundtrack keeping your speakers
working hard to match the action
onscreen. isually Bulletstorm proudly
shows how much juice is left in the
evergreen Unreal Engine 3, with some

of the most gorgeous vistas I've ever
laid eyes on in a game nonchalantly
showing up around every corner here.

| challenge you to not stop and stare

at the phenomenal level of detail in
between your Skillshot bonanzas. The
game's not technologically perfect: it
was prone to crashing on my machine
and every once in a while a visual glitch
would pop up and ugly up the place.
This didn't happen often, however, and
when it did it didn't really bother me
much. The game itself makes up for the
silly glitches.

When the credits started rolling, | was
bummed out because there's nothing
else quite like it out there that | could play
while waiting for the inevitable sequel
(the ending blatantly confirms that a
sequel is a thing that will happen). It's
ludicrous, it's brash and it's unrelenting in
its quest to make everything it presents
to the player as fun and as over the top
as possible. I love the crap out of it. Also
— I managed to finish the game without
becoming a massive rapist, so FOX News
cansuck my d*ckt*ts. NAG

Barkskin

PLUS / Creative Skillshot system / Compelling narrative / Huge d*ckt*ts / OMG mecha-dino thing

MINUS / Occasional bugs / Visual glitches

BULLETSTORM HAPPILY D*CKPUNCHES EVERY OTHER FPS OUT THERE. GRAB A STRAP-

ON AND DIVE IN FOR MAXIMUM ENJOYMENT.



Stacking

So | put myself, like, inside you?

n Stacking, you play as Charlie

Blackmore, the smallest of

all Russian stacking dolls in a
beautifully-detailed miniature world
populated by these little wooden
people. Charlie's family has been
kidnapped by an evil Baron obsessed
with industry that puts children to
work and pollutes without a care in
the world. It's up to Charlie to save his
family and stop the Baron, and in order
to do that, he'll have to jump inside and
take control of the other dolls in the
world and put their abilities to use in
creative ways.

Each doll type, and each unique doll,
has an ability that it can perform. This
includes simple tasks like shaking
hands, dancing and sneezing, as well
as stranger abilities like running
around on a sugar high, serving soup
and pouring oil slick onto the floor.
Each doll type is also a particular
size, and Charlie can only stack into
them if they're one size bigger than
the doll he currently occupies (or
himself). This leads to a potentially
great puzzle dynamic of stacking
with particular dolls, passing through
size-restricted areas, and ‘unstacking’
strategically, but sadly, the game only
really starts to put these puzzles
into effect right at the end of the four
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details

Platforms:

360/ PS3

Genre:

Puzzle

Age restriction:
7+

DRM:

None
Multiplayer
None

Developer:
Double Fine
Productions
Website:
www.doublefine.
com

Publisher:

THQ

Distributor:

Xbox LIVE Arcade /
PlayStation Network

review

hours of core game time.

There's another strange design
decision: you only need to complete
about 50% of the puzzles to finish the
game. The rest are optional, and often
each challenge can be completed in
a number of ways. There are also
tons of extra tasks and challenges

to discover in the game world. While
we appreciate Double Fine's desire to
stay away from needlessly fluffing
up game time, it feels wasteful to
neglect half of the game, which will
likely only be played by obsessive

NAG
GeometriX

achievement hunters.

PLUS / Fantastic visuals / Clever puzzles / Great humour
MINUS / Sells itself short

A GREAT PUZZLE GAME THAT IS SURE TO PLEASE YOU, BUT DOESN'T FULLY IMPLEMENT
ALL OF ITS IDEAS.
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Killzone 3

In the Zone

he Helghast leader may be dead,

but the war between the ISA and

the Helghast forces is far from
over. With the political structure of the
insidious warmongers in disarray, one
would think that the ISA could strike a
quick blow to end the overly-long conflict,
but the leaders of the planet Helghan
(such as they are) are not willing to take
things lying down...

That's pretty much where Killzone
3sets upits premise. The game starts
moments after the last one ended,
and dumps the player into a savage
battle from start to finish. The action is
intense, the enemies are numerous, and
everything about the game just feels
bigger and better than Killzone 2.

Killzone 3is exactly the kind of action
packed first-person shooter that fans
of the franchise have come to expect.

It has a laughably simple plot, but the
game does not need to be complex

in terms of story. The characters are
similarly shallow and lack development
through the story... but that's okay, too,
because the Killzone series has always
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details

Platforms:

PS3

Genre:
First-person Shooter
Age restriction:
18+

DRM

Disc-based
Multiplayer:

Local: co-op [2
players] / Online: co-
op[None] / Online
versus: [24 players]
Developer

Guerrilla Games
Website:
www.killzone.com
Publisher:

SCEE

Distributor:

Ster Kinekor
Entertainment

treated plot and character as secondary
to game dynamics.

The improvements in the game are
quite numerous, and all add up to the
fact that Killzone 3just feels better to
play. There is still a bit of weight to the
weapons (one of the bigger complaints
about the previous game) but the
delay this causes to control is almost
unnoticeable. The pace of the game
varies nicely,and when it gets fast and
frantic, it does so to the utmost level.

But let's not get ahead of ourselves. A
little more detail is necessary.

The player reprises the role of Sev,
from the second game in the series, and
is joined by a handful of recognisable
characters along the way. Even though
the war against the Helghast seems
to be going well (what with the death
of their leader) the ISA troops beat a
hasty retreat at the beginning of the
game. However, Sev and a few of his
buddies are left behind, and have to eke
out aliving on a planet that is becoming
(thanks to the Helghast nuking their
own city as a last ditch defence effort)




increasingly hostile. However, months
after getting stranded, the remaining ISA
troops uncover a plot that threatens the
very foundations of humanity, and decide
that action must be taken.

This launches the player on a rather
exciting ride that features excellent
variations in pace (from stealthy
missions through to all out massive
battles), setting (from weird jungles
reclaiming the world through to space
stations) and method (numerous stages
allow the player varying degrees of
control over vehicles, in addition to the
traditional on-foot style of play.)

The levels are massive and beautifully
represented. Even though the game is
linearin nature, it never really feels that
way. The only complaint is that Sev sort of
gets pulled through the levels. He is never
really aleader, but rather more like a grunt
following orders for the whole game.

There are weapons a-plenty, although
the progression to bigger and better
guns that many games follow is not
here —the player will likely stick to
their assault rifle for the whole game,
resorting to other weapons only when
needed. It adds a nice, realistic approach
to the weapons.

The enemy the player faces is even
more challenging than before. A fantastic
Al will have Helghast troops doing
their best to take the player out, using
various tactics to do so. The Al governing
friendlies is also not too shabby. For
example, when Sev goes down, one of
his team mates will revive him. It's not
always possible, but the Al will do it's

Killzone 3

It's not difficult to understand what's
happening here. Clearly there's a big thing
coming towards a man with a gun, and bowels
have been cleared. Obviously.

The situation becomes murky here. Why
is this man shooting at the distant landscape?
Why is that manshooter to his left so angry?
What's the point of this text you're reading?

best to get the player back on his feet.
This can, admittedly, lead to a few cheap
deaths...if the player is in a nasty spot
when he goes down, the Al may, or may
not, clear out enemies before reviving.

If the enemies aren't cleared, the player
will likely go down again seconds after
he gets to his feet —and going down too
often makes reviving impossible.

But thisisn't the kind of game where
mindless run-and-gun tactics work out
well. The player needs to apply a decent
balance of all out bravado and skin-saving
caution to get through Killzone 3 properly.

As much fun as the single player
campaign is, the three multiplayer modes
are what will give this game an amazing
longevity. They are well constructed and
tons of fun, and have a few new ideas
implemented that make them better
than many others —like the ability to
spend experience gained wherever
the player wants, rather than on class
specific upgrades.

Oh, and the player can take advantage
of full 3D support, as well as Move
control. While the Move implementation
is well handled, it doesn't trump the
“classic” control system. Despite not
using 'standardised’ control layouts
(which can lead to a bit of frustration)
using the normal PS3 controller to play
this game works beautifully.

Killzone 3is one of the better first-
person shooters available on PS3, without
a doubt. It's smooth, massive and full of
fun and tense moments — exactly what
fanswould wantittobe. NAG

Ramjet

PLUS / Great graphics / Massive levels / Excellent multiplayer
MINUS / Simple plot / Shallow characters / Slightly odd control scheme

KILLZONE 31S ONE OF THE BETTER PS3 FIRST-PERSON SHOOTERS, AND OFFERS AN

EXCELLENT EXPERIENCE ALL-ROUND.
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Fight Night: Champion

Back in the IRiNg

ports games are not really

known for their story modes.

They have career modes, sure,
but the blanks that exist between
competitions are up to the player to fill
in. That's where Fight Night: Champion
takes a different approach...

See, in this game, the player can
undertake the usual quick fight and
Legacy career modes, but they can
also experience the world of boxing
through the eyes of Andre Bishop. The
introduction of a story mode makes for
an interesting change to the franchise
(and sports games in general) and
adds a degree of background, as
well as a glimpse into the world of
professional boxing.

The story mode will work for
some, and not for others. That's to
be expected. It removes many of the
elements of Legacy mode - like training
and booking fights — but ads cinematic
story sequences and a different level
of engagement for the player. At the
very least, it's a good idea, and the story
is interesting enough to keep players
intrigued, while the fights themselves
add new challenges to the game.

The game, as a whole, is a very solid

Two dudes about to punch each other.

details

Platforms:
PS3/360
Genre:

Sports

Age restriction:
16+

DRM:
Disc-based
Multiplayer:
Local:
Versus [2 players]
Online:

Co-op

Online versus:
[2 players]
Developer

EA Sports
Website:
www.fightnight.
easports.com
Distributor:

EA South Africa

Some dude just punched the other dude in the face.

So you know that dude that punched that other dude | was telling you

about? Well he just got punched n the face!

Guess what happened to him? He backchatted his wife, and then got

punched in the face!
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entrantinto the Fight Night franchise.
But this time around, there have been a
few changes, which are rather apparent
in Legacy mode particularly.

The biggest change —and one that
fans might have the most to say about
—is to the control scheme. The excellent
scheme used in previous games has
been simplified. So, for example, to
deliver a shuddering uppercut, the player
no longer has to move the controller's
right analogue stick down and around...
rather, this punch just requires a
downward flick. This may seem to dumb
the game down a bit and, to a degree, it
does. But a cleverly structured stamina
system also comes into play, and it will
have flailers on their backs before the
end of the first round.

Another change comes in the way
the player's fighter progresses in
Legacy mode. Previously, players

would select training exercises based
on the attributes that they want to
develop. Now, training session (and
fights too, for that matter) grant the
player experience points, which can

be used to increase a wide variety of
skills. Each type of punch, for example,
has a skill attached to it.

At various points on the skill tracks,
bonus ‘items’ are unlocked. As far as
punches go, things like haymakers have
been replaced by flash stuns, flash
knockdowns and flash knockouts, which
have a chance of occurring if the right
kind of punch is thrown.

Although it feels more serious and
is a bit more accessible, Fight Night:
Champion is very similar to the previous
title in the franchise. Good multiplayer
(particularly online) and the story mode
are definitely plus points, though. NAG

Ramjet

PLUS / Story mode / Simpler controls / Stamina system / Skill system

MINUS / Not many engine changes

ASOLID NEW ADDITION TO THE FRANCHISE, WITH SOME GOOD NEW IDEAS - ALTHOUGH

LONG-TIME FANS WILL NOTICE BIG CHANGES.
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IKnights Contract

May contain traces of irritating.

‘'m amazed that this game made it out

the front door of Hexa Drive. It's not

that Knights Contractis an abysmal,
broken game; it does function, just not
terribly well. It's a beat-'em-up with that
supposed allure given to any obscure
Japanese-developed title —the kind that
someone, somewhere will find compelling
and challenging and will play to death
because he's run out of ways to speed-
run his collection of rare Nintendo games
from the '80s. If you're not that person,
then all Knights Contract will be to you
is a series of bland combat situations
strung together by too-many cut scenes,
irritating quick time events and the
unnecessary inclusion of a second, Al-
controlled character.

In Knights Contract, you'll play
Heinrich, a former executioner to
the state in the 17th Century who
finds himself at the bottom end
of a conspiracy of evil. Heinrich is
immortal; he became so because
after he was ordered to lop off the
heads of a handful of witches, one
witch in particular, Gretchen, cursed
him to wander the land forever. Then,
one day, the witches returned to life,
hell-bent on seeking their revenge on
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details

Platforms:
360/ PS3
Genre:
Beat-'em-up
Age restriction:
18+

DRM:

None
Multiplayer:
None
Developer
Hexa Drive
Website:
www.namcoban-
daigames.com
Publisher:
Namco Bandai
Distributor:
Megarom

the humans. Gretchen isn't interested

in revenge, believing that humans are
inherently good, so she finds Heinrich,
binds him to serve her in exchange for
his release from the curse, and the
two of them set off to stop the nasty
witches from destroying the world.

As Heinrich, it's your job to keep
Gretchen the masochist alive. You can't
die, and will instead be knocked down
or even dismembered by your enemies
while they get to work on making a
Gretchen sandwich. While you're down,
you have to mash the tits off the A
button before The Big H deigns to get
up and help his charge. Now, I don't hate
quick time events; used sparingly and
appropriately, | actually enjoy them, but
this is ridiculous.

The combat itself is repetitive and
bounces psychotically between dead-
boring and brutally challenging, the
latter instances usually leave you with
sore thumbs and/or a dead Gretchen.

Either way, it's not terrible, just a little
boring at times. Heinrich does most
of the heavy-lifting with occasional
support from Gretchen, and the player
can pre-select up to four spells to have
Gretchen cast at the press of a button.
Where the combat really gets painful is
during boss battles. Each is repeated
in almost exactly the same order: bash
away at a few life bars; watch the boss
run/fly out of reach; attempt to heal
Gretchen while being on fire; dodge
incoming attacks; finish off boss health
bars; perform stupidly fast quick time
events; fail those events; repeat from
start until boss is dead or console has
been flung through nearest window.
The game also has horrible level
design that's either completely linear
or so convoluted that you'll get lost.
Oh, and Knights Contractis also
really, really ugly — textures, models,
animations —the works.  NAG
GeometriX

PLUS / Combatisn't awful / Decent story

MINUS / Ugly / Boss battles suck / Repetitive gameplay / Poor level design
YOU’LL HAVE AN INFINITELY BETTER TIME PLAYING DMC, OR BAYONETTA, OR GOD OF

WAR, OR 5-FINGER FILLET.



[Rango
Out West

ith a new animated movie

the likelihood of a video game

release supportingitis... well,
highly likely. Rango, with its big name
voice cast (including Johnny Depp) will
be hitting cinemas mid-April, and the
inevitable video game will be on the
wish list of kids who enjoy the film.

In the game, the player takes on the
role of the eponymous chameleon-
sheriff as he relates tales of his exploits
to fellow townsfolk (which are a bunch
of small animals) in the local saloon.

The game is quirky and full of
humour that might go over the head
of the average kid, but the game itself
is extremely easy, making it great for
exactly that audience.

The game doesn't do much that
could be called original but, in terms
of a platform-style action-adventure,

details

Platforms:

360/ PS3/ Wii / DS
Genre:

Action Adventure
Age restriction

7+

DRM:

Disc-based
Multiplayer:

None

Developer:
Behaviour
Interactive
Website:
www.rangomovie.
com

Publisher:
Electronic Arts
Distributor:

EA South Africa

Rangois well put together. The player
will use Rango to traverse several zany
levels, fighting enemies and upgrading
skills and equipment along the way.
Some levels will even be "vehicle”
based (if Roadrunners can be called
vehicles) and the whole experience is
varied and —for a game based on a

review

movie —rather enjoyable.

The developers didn't take any
chances with trying anything new
here. That, combined with the fact
that you can get through the game in
around five hours, makes it fun but

NAG
Ramjet

ultimately forgettable.

PLUS / Good humour / Easy for kids
MINUS / Very short / Boring setting / Nothing original

NOT BAD FOR A MOVIE-BASED GAME, RANGO IS VERY EASY AND VERY SHORT.
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Forever is right here, right now.

DUKE NUKEM'S TITTY CITY




CAME AND GOT SOME




/ Feature: /

“That’s what Duke is, he has the
balls to do what other people wish
they could do, and he can kick ass
and save the world while doing it."




INTERVIEW:

L

‘| find the pissing
hysterical!l The first
time | started playing
the full game, | peed
everywhere.”



@ 2011 Samsung Electranics Co., Lt Screan lfaaes are imylated,

INCREDIBLE DEPTH FOR
THE ULTIMATE GAMING EXPERIENCE.

Experience real-life depth with the new Samsung 3D LED monitor.

cnmil South Africs

Real 120Hz : Brighter® 3D images : 2D 1o 30D image conversion = www,samsung.com

* Brightness compariscn bassd upon monitars with same brightness in 20, *3D glasses are requirsd and are includad with purchase



/ Feature: /

(written bya16yeart’)lﬂ en Sllvern
game sported some very fa visuals
technology for its time. Quake was still 5
months away from launch.

N

DUKE’S BALLS OF

STEEL EDITION

True Duke believers, having waited 14
vears, will no doubt splurge on the ultimate
Collector's Edition of DNF. Clocking in at an
expected $100, you don't get more ludicrous
than this "Balls of Steel Edition” kit: a giant
Duke Nukem bust, 100-page hardcover
history and art book, postcards, radioactive
emblem sticker (not actually radioactive),
collectible comic book, foldable papercraft,
poker chips, mini-card deck, radioactive
emblem dice and of course, the game.

All of it certified with a numbered limited-
edition certificate of authenticity. Classy.

N

WTF IS DUDEBRO?
While the exactitude of what is considered
dudebro (or brodude) isn't clearly defined and
may vary depending on geographical location,
in gaming the term is used to generally (and
broadly) refer to a specific culture of male-
centric male-celebrating males who have
narrow thematic tastes when it comes to
what games they play (war/muscles/power
armour or muscled power armour during war).
[Oppenheimer's First Quantum Theory
of Brodocity states that over along enough
timeline all dudes will invariably meet,
become bros and shoot/stab until beer.
Otherwise known as "the dawn of Xbox Live"]
In the early days of gaming, dudebro was
more about how awesome the characters
in a game were (the manly bros of Contra,
// or the brodocity of Dukebro). Over time,
brodudes co-opted dudebroishness
and applied it to themselves, imagining
themselves to be totally brodacious
just because they could headshot an
unsuspecting n00b, then watch the "big
game” on TV while chugging beer.
In short, the modern dudebro is a total
douchebag. Duke would not approve.
[Oppenheimer's Second Quantum
Theory of Brodocity states that all dudes,
/1 irrespective of their physical coordinates,
are also bros.]
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/ looking back /

The Settlers I |

Developer: Blue Byte Software / Publisher: Ubisoft / Price: $9.99 on gog.com (Gold Edition includes the Mission CD expansion)

h, The Settlers. It's great
to see this lovable series
consistently surviving amidst
a constantly evolving gaming
industry. Now in its seventh
iteration (The Settlers 7: Paths to a
Kingdom was released in March last
year), this series has gradually morphed
and developed to accommodate today's
gamer by taking the plungeinto 3D a
few years back and making alterations
to its complex economic system. Many
of the people who've become Settlers
fansin recent years won't ever explore
the series' roots, but to those of you
who feel the need, there's no better
place to do that than with the series'’

10TH ANNIVERSARY

If those old-school visuals are putting
you off a bit, you'll be happy to know
that there's an updated, 3D version of
The Settlers Il floating around in the wild
called The Settlers II: 10th Anniversary
Edition. The second game was so
popular thatin 2006 the developers
opted to release an enhanced version,
adding/changing a bunch of features
and utilising a 3D engine.
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second title. Don't worry about the first
game, because the second is basically
identical to it, aside from a Roman
theme and improved visuals.

The premise behind The Settlers
is fairly simple: build a settlement,
get its economy up and running,
establish supply routes and expand
your borders, all while protecting your
settlers from the threat of opponents
eager to steal all of your settlement’s
candy. Whereas Civilization focuses on
the broader scale of things, Settlers
takes you down to a more personal
level. Much of the game's excellence
comes from its shrewd (but intuitive)
economic system. Every building and

settler in the game has a purpose.
Your woodcutters can chop down
trees for wood, but without sawmills
your carpenters won't be able to

turn that wood into lumber used for
construction. Without a forester, your
woodcutters will soon be without
trees. Your farms can produce grain,
but if there's no mill, you won't be able
to provide your bakery with the flour
needed to bake bread to supply your
miners with food. Then there's the
matter of transporting your goods,
which is done by building a network
of roads for your settlers. If your

road layout sucks, so will your goods
production. It's surprisingly easy

Lold Edition

ORIGINS

Blue Byte Software (now known as
Ubisoft Blue Byte) is currently based in
Disseldorf, Germany, and was founded
in October 1988 by Thomas Hertzler
and Lothar Schmitt. Blue Byte's first
game was a tennis simulator called
Great Courts, but their first real success
was found in 1991 with Battle Isle—a
turn-based strategy title. They released
The Settlersin 1993 and have developed
every Settlers title since. Other than The
Settlers, they've recently also helped
develop the Anno series, having co-
developed the brilliant Anno 1404.

for your economy to come crashing
down due to something as seemingly
menial as poor building placement.
When there’s an enemy settlement on
the map, things can get tricky as you
balance your economic progression
with your military might.

There's a ton of depth in this game, too
much to fit onto this page. It's definitely
not for everyone with its slow pace and
complex management aspects. If you
enjoy the more recent Settlers titles
and you're interested in delving into the
series' past, however, then have a go
at The Settlers Il. It's only $9.99 and it's
considered by many to be the best game
inthe series. NAG
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/ hardware //technews /

Light Peak
launches as
Thunderbolt

ntel's Thunderbolt technology
(formerly codenamed “Light Peak”)
is finally coming to market through a
technical collaboration with Apple, and
will be available first on Apple’s new
line of MacBook Pro laptop computers.
Thunderbolt is a high-speed connection
technology in a single cable, running
at 10Gbps, allowing you to transfer a
full-length HD movie in less than 30
seconds, and backup and restore datain
less than half the time.

"With Thunderbolt technology, Intel
has delivered innovative technology
to help professionals and consumers

work faster and more easily with their
growing collection of media content,
from music to HD movies. We've taken
the vision of simple, fast transfer of
content between PCs and devices, and
made it a reality,” said Mooly Eden,
general manager, PC Client Group, Intel.

Thunderbolt technology is compatible
with existing DisplayPort displays and
adapters. Intel is working with the
industry on a range of Thunderbolt
technology-enabled products including
computers, displays, storage devices,
audio/video devices, cameras, docking
stations and more.

Samsung is in the process of developing prescription 3D
glasses that will make the 3D viewing experience available

to those with impaired eye-sight.

*LOLWAAT2I*

“National Sleep Foundation says millions get less sleep

because of technology”

They say: According to a US study, playing video games
late at night is one of the main factors of sleeplessness.
We say: Red Bull FTW! HTFU people.

/ tech QA /

Send your hardware questions to lauren@nag.co.za.

HARDRIVE

From: llyaaz Mohamed

"l would like your opinion on purchasing

a hard drive. | want to get either a 1TB
Western Digital Caviar blue or green. The
blue has a 32MB cache and operates at
7200RPM, while the green has a 64MB
cache but operates at 5400RPM. Any advice
would be appreciated. ”

Neo: Buy the Blue, rotation speed will mean
more to you than cache.
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NEW STUFF

From: Janharm Labuschagne

“l want to upgrade my PC, (particularly my CPU and
motherboard) but | wasn't sure if | should wait for
the new stuff (new Intel CPUs, new Gigabyte/Asus
motherboards etc..) that apparently comes out
early next year? And also any suggestions on what
| should get if | want something mid-range that can
still pack a punch?”

Neo: There's never a right time to upgrade

- buy P67 now and it'll last you a long time,
right now is as good as any other time. As for
what will pack a punch refer to our Buyers
Guide article in the December issue of the
magazine (page 82). It has a breakdown in

price of what you should be looking for and at
what prices from both AMD and Intel.

3D GAMES

From: Eswee Engelbrecht

“So in spite of the bad reviews and let downs

I've read and heard of ‘Avatar the game'l went
and got it for PC two days ago. Something that
was so good in @ movie had to somehow at least
have a few good moments in the game. Now I'm
not a picky gamer, | play games because they are
games, so on my second play through I'm still in
it because of the multi-endings. Anyway that's
not the point. | want to play it in 3D, the option

is there and | got the glasses from the movie lol.
It's not working though. How do | set this up?



Thanks, | hope it's not too expensive.”

Neo: You'll need a 3D Display and the appropriate
glasses to be able to play in 3D. Or you can opt
for the anaglyph glasses and use software 3D
but that is a terrible experience at best and you'll
still need to make or buy Anaglyph (red and
yellow/cyan) glasses.

GTX 560 OR HD6950?

From: Alden Geldenhuys

“Sup Neo! Decided it's time to donate the old
PCto the parents as a media centre, so | went
basically bought a whole new PC. | have not
bought the GPU as vet, as I'm still deciding. I'd
really appreciate your input. It's between a NVIDIA
GTX560 and a HD6950? They seem to be priced

quite closely together as far as | can tell. From

the benchmarks | found they seem quite similar,
although [ really like that extra GB all the HD6950s
seem to have. Il be gaming at 1920x1080, so
which one would you recommend?”

Thanx man ;)

Neo: The 1 extra GB of the 6950 (2GB) won't
make much difference, however you can get
even better value from the 1GB version. It's
generally faster than the GTX560.

WHAT THE REAL DREAM
MACHINE LOOKS LIKE. YEAH.
From: Kobus

"Had a really boring meeting just now and this is
what happened to keep from nodding off:

/ tech news /

The Real Dream Machine (some existential
analyses potential in that name, but...whatever)
Screen: Korean BHOMS. (Big Huge with Zero
MilliSecond response time.) Also has rip off
covers, like on an F1 Racer helmet. Sometimes
you have to play, even though you have the
world's worst cold. Sneeze, rip of the plastic
cover, repeat. Tissue holder option added.
Keyboard: One can only go with the SASC1000.
(Super Automatic SpellCorrecty 1000). Has pre-
programmed macro that adds beautiful flowery
words in all mails to NAG. It's on a shiny pink
button, which looks like a cats...uhmm...

Mouse: TwinFunction 1 Million Dpi Nuance
Special. Function 1 - Like, mouse type stuff.
Function 2 - Automatically understands what
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/ hardware //technews /

New [ROG gaming products

SUS revealed some new gaming
Agear from the Republic of
Gamers at CeBIT. Included

in their line-up was the ROG

Rampage Il Black Edition
motherboard, ROG Matrix GTX580,
and ROG G Series notebooks. The

new ROG G53 notebook feautures

a deadzone-free 3D display that

can be viewed without the need for
special 3D glasses. By combining

3D lenticular lens technology with

the AUO ‘naked eye’ eye-tracking
system, the G53 screen renders full 3D
images that can be viewed from any
angle for a more comfortable viewing
experience. Both 2D and 3D modes
can operate on the screen at the same
time too, so on-screen text remains
clear at all times.

[ROCCAT launches
Talk technology

nveiled at CeBIT in Germany, the
U ROCCAT Isku - llluminated Gaming
Keyboard sports two brand
new technologies: ROCCAT Talk and
EasyShift[+]. The ROCCAT Talk protocol
allows mouse and keyboard to talk
to each other by utilising EasyShift[+]
functions on the mouse or pressing the
keyboard's EasyShift[+] key. Basically
the Isku keyboard features 3 EasyShift[+]
Zones (M1-M5, 20 EasyZone keys, T1-T3),
and in the press release it states that
"EasyShift[+] and the three thumbster
keys offer a total of 36 macro functions
all perfectly positioned in and around
the WASD zone, making them very easy
to reach. By default, the Caps Lock key

which is of no interest to any gamer is
configured as the EasyShift[+] key, but
macro keys M1-M5 and thumbster keys
T1-T3 can also be used. The 36 easy-to-
reach macro keys offer a total of up to
180 directly executable functions which
can be saved in 5 profiles.”

Although it sounds quite complex, in
anutshell you'll be able to easily execute
critical functions such as EasyAim by
pressing a key on the keyboard. The
devices apparently communicate lag-
free so you should see instant in-game
responses. The new ROCCAT Talk protocol
is already included in the ROCCAT Kone[+]
and will be fully functional with the
ROCCAT Isku when it launches in Q2 2011.

IKNow Your
Technology

/ CPU CACHE /

This is the memory usually inside the CPU (on die
these days) that is used to store frequently used
instructions and data. This is data that is also
available in the main system memory but much
quicker to access on the cache, as it's significantly
faster and closer. These days cache is broken up into
Instruction and Data Cache at various levels. Typically
from Level 1 to Level 3 (for Data Cache only) in x86
derived CPUs.

/ CACHE MISS /

A failed attempt to read or write data in the local
cache which results in main memory access.
Instruction cache miss read stalls all things down the
pipeline within the current execution pipeline. This

is usually the most costly cache miss there is. Data
cache misses are also costly but less so because
instructions not dependant on the data cache being
read can continue to execute. In theory the larger
the cache the less likely you are to encounter a cache
miss, but this has diminishing returns past a specific
point for a particular architecture.

/ BRANCH PREDICTOR /

Digital circuitry within most if not all modern day
CPUs that try and guess which branch will execute
before it can be known for sure. This is done to
improve the flow in the instruction pipeline hence
improving performance significantly. Branch
predictors these days are highly advanced with hit
rates well above 95% with some in desktop CPUs
claiming better figures than 99%. Miss-predictions
and cache misses can prove to be catastrophic for
CPU performance hence branch predictors can get
very detailed and technical over and above other CPU
systems.

/ CACHE COHERENCE /

The consistency of data stored in local caches of a
shared resources typically main memory. This is of
the utmost importance because problems may arise
when data inconsistency is introduced. If one core

or thread rather alters what is in the global/shared
Data or instruction cache without other threads being
aware made aware, this will invalidate all processes
that rely on that data. Cache coherence is intended to
maintain and manage such inconsistencies between
cache and memory. This is of particular importance in
multi core or multi-CPU systems.

/ tech Q&A /

you want fixed when you bang it on the desk

in frustration, and then fixes whatever it is. Even
when the phone rings when you are on TeamTalk,
halfway through a three hour WoW instance.
Just stops the phone ringing. Bam! Phone stops
ringing and Supreme Commander stops jerking.
Case: DairyMaid Icebox Extreme Logicmate
Etherconnect. With actual dry ice receptacles.
Fans are like, so dot matrix. Logicmate feature
prohibits any piece of hardware going in that is
actually end of life, but the pimply dude at the
shop insisted is not. Etherconnect facility lets you
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know by way of Psi waves that you are about to
buy redundant k@k, even when you're still in the
shop. Can be adapted to do the same for games
via the “Artwork vs. content debulshittifyer add-
on. Automatically detects and burns anything
that resembles P55 architecture.

Power Supply: OneUpMagicGenerator. It's
actually an external power generator, running on
Diesel that you can crank up, seeing as anything
else you buy will be 40 watts underpowered

for the new GPU you just bought. Power cables
from the supply to the MoBo will be 400 metres
long, as opposed to 40 microns, which seems to
be the standard these days.

Motherboard: JAsus PWhatever Ultra Bypass.
The JAysus MoBo knows what the marketing

department's roll out strategy is and bypasses
it, by unconstricting everything. Marketing
Strategy being " let's make it so our clients can
only ever buy outdated boards, seeing as we're
holding back the bus speeds and things we are
actually capable of producing right now.”
Processor: Autobalance Intel CoreNoOption.
Thoroughly tired of always buying the middle
child of the range, | opt for this, as there is just
one CPU and it stays current for at least two
vears. To assist developers who seem to be
baffled by all those core thingies on it, it comes
out with a PowerBalance bracelet, which figures
it all out for you by magic.

GPU: NoXNoBSCompact GTi1 6v DOHC TDi Mark
IV. Apart from being (according to Marketing) the



Quote

“Well we have just released a new version of NVIDIA
BIOS Editor (NiBiTor) software. NiBiTor allows graphics
card enthusiasts, or the hardcore overclockers to

have full control over some advanced features and
functionality found on firmware of supporting cards.
And doing so users gain some extra performance,
enable certain hidden features, tweaking memory
latencies, provide extensive information, adapt bootup
settings, changing fan speed options and/or get extra
stability on their NVIDIA based graphics accelerators.”

/ tech news /

By the Numb3rs

# v1.1.0

3DMark Vantage has just received a
new update. V1.1.0* brings with it some

changes: Trial Edition is no more and
the Basic Edition is now free. So you can
put your GPUs through all four of the
main tests, view your scores online, and
compare them with others on the ORB.
Why they didn't just do this in the first
place is beyond us. *on the May NAG DVD.

Snippets

LG recently launched their
22" and 23" LED-backlit IPS
monitors in South Africa.
Ideal for playing games,
watching movies, and editing
video and graphics, they are
now available for R1,999 for
the IPS236V and R1,899 for
the IPS226V.

Corsair announced a USB 3.0
Upgrade Kit for their Obsidian
Series 800D and 700D

full-tower PC cases. The kit
consists of a replacement front
I/0 panel that includes a USB
3.0 port and a wiring harness
that connects to an available
USB 3.0 port on the customer's
motherboard or add-in card.

Gigabyte announced a new
wireless gaming mouse

at CeBITin Germany last
month. The Aivia M8600 is
ambidextrous and can be used
for 100 hours on full battery.

Mad Catz and Microsoft

will be releasing a range of
licensed, co-branded audio
headphones under Mad
Catz's Tritton brand and
Microsoft's Xbox 360 brand.
This is the first time that
wireless, licensed and co-
branded headphones will be
available for Xbox 360.

MSI products announcements
at CESincluded the new G
Series notebooks: GT780,
GT680, GE620 and GR620. All
models will have the second
generation Intel Core i7 quad

core processor, and the GT780
and GT680 will be sporting
NVIDIA GeForce GTX 500 Series
and 400 Series graphics cards.

LG has launched the world's
largest FULLLED 3D TV.

The 72-inch LZ9700 also
enables video streaming
from YouTube and photos
via Google's free web photo
service, Picasa. Guess how
much it costs — R249,999.99.
No, we're not kidding.

Intel has made some changes

toits high-end LGA1366 Core
i7 processor lineup. The Core
i7-990X Extreme Edition
displaces the existing i7-980X
Extreme Edition, which will
gradually be phased out.

SteelSeries Siberia v2
headsets will soon be
available for PS3. The
SteelSeries LiveMix features,
which are located on the

cord along with an in-line
AudioMixer, will give you
options to control independent
voice and game volumes.

Thermaltake

HD 6990 for hardcore gaming

debuts mid-tower
gaming chassis

nother product to make its debut at
A CeBIT was the Thermaltake Chaser

MK-1 XB (extra big) ATX mid tower
chassis. It is extra wide allowing for enough
space to install particularly big and powerful
CPU coolers of up to 18 cm height. Other
features include a water-cooling ready
design, a hot-swap docking station for 2.5"
SSDs or 3.5" HDDs, and an advanced cable
management system through the use of
grooves which have been strategically placed
on the back of the case.

"Most Powerful Card in the World for as Long

as This ad Runs in this Magazine” it actually

has some nifty features: NoX — A layer of
nanobots on the card, the box and all associated
documentation prevents the word Extreme

or the letter X from appearing anywhere on it;
NoBS - This same layer of nanobots erases any
pointless stats that mean nothing to me, just tell
that it will make me happy when Crysis 2 comes
out; It does not look like and weigh the same as a
BMW engine bay or a Tron lightcycle. It's hidden,
sowho cares how sleek it looks. It's not going to
fly somewhere.

HDD: SilentHill Lightspeed. This is your normal
very high speed HDD, but differs from others in
that it doesn't make any noise before it dies. This

6990 Graphics Card. It features 4GB of
GDDR5 memory, ASUS Voltage Tweak
overvolting, and supports AMD Eyefinity

C oming soon from ASUS is the HD

(on up to five screens) and HD3D. Twin HD

forces me to backup frequently, as | know there
will be no warning. Self discipline makes up for
many faults in one's upbringing.

Memory: 16 GB Dragon Memory. Called Dragon
because it' be dragin’ Windows 7 32-bit into the
21st Century, bloodywell forcing it to use more
than 4GB.

Sound: Killerbot SoundSaber. Couple of

nice features on this one ... This soundcard
automatically detects when you put the
headphones on and adjusts the levels if it was

somehow set to max by someone or something.

It detects inane banter on TeamTalk apps and
shuts it out. It determines the age of people on
TeamTalk, through a feature called Age Detect
and lowers the volume for anyone younger than

6970 cores work in tandem on a single board
to ensure maximized 2-way CrossFireX
performance by default. The card can be
paired with another HD 6990 for easy 4-way
CrossFireX.

15. An add-on, called Yodel Buster, allows it to
equal out voice frequency spikes from dudes
experiencing heavy puberty. It can tell useful info
from opinions, killing the latter immediately. This
is especially handy when used in conjunction
with Age Detect. It will kill any singing or weird
noises on TeamTalk. This feature has proven

to completely mute anyone from Centurion

on any game. An additional feature allows

it to react to any of the above instances by
sending a jolt of electricity to the talking party.
The voltage is just enough to pop a pimple on
that person’s face. (Which seems to be the
common denominator, according to a leaked
development report).

Cost: Not sure, but worth every cent.” NAG
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/ lazy gamer’s guide /

CyborgR.A.T.9

are
e‘(w SM/@f
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° 3
0 a
E g inding that perfect mouse can be
% QQ? a challenge. Some are too small,
%feu/gx%“\ too big, too wide or have the wrong
kind of grip for you. Mad Catz feels your
[info] pain, and with thlis wirelgss version Of.
their range-topping gaming mouse, will
RRP: : !
R1112.81 give you that MacGyver feeling every
Website: time you boot up your PC.

www.rebeltech.co.za

[ technical ]

DPIrange:
25-5600dpi (in 25dpi
steps)

Acceleration:

50G

Polling Rate:
Dynamic up to
1000Hz

Tracking Speed:

Up to6m/sec

// Rlways On

/1 Up to 9 hours
continuous gaming,

/1 Up to 4 days
normal use

/1 PTFE "Slick” Feet

[ summary ]

Pros:

/1 Highly
customisable

// Looks great
Cons:

// A bit bulky

/1 Won't fit every
hand
Alternatives:
Logitech G9x

Roccat Kone [+]

LOOK MA, NO WIRES!

/1/ The R.AT. 7 was wired; this is
wireless. The receiver unit (with its
own blissfully tangle-resistant cord)
doubles as a charging station, and
with two eight-hour battery units
included in the box, you can be sure
you'll never be left paralysed when the
enemy comes knocking.

WHAT ELSE HAVE YOU GOT?

Using what Saitek calls Cyborg Dynamic
Ergonomics, both the /2/ palm and
pinky rests are replaceable, with three
options for the pinky (smooth, textured
and winged) and two for the palm (no
winged option, but there is a spare
smooth grip).

/3/ The palm rest can be extended
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by up to 20mm to ensure even the
biggest of hands is comfortable. It can
even be removed altogether if you're
confident about your claw-style grip.

/64/ The thumb rest can be adjusted in
two ways: outwards and up/down.

BUTTONS, BUTTONS,

MY BUTTONS!

In addition to the regular buttons, there
is a /5/ resolution selection switch
(predefine four different dpi settings),
/6/ mode selection switch (predefine
three different sets of settings and/or
button macros) and the /7/ precision
aiming toggle. With the precision
aiming button held down, the mouse's
response slows to a predefined

percentage of its total speed, making
it perfect for planting that pin-point
headshot from across the map. There's
no need to switch to an entirely
different dpi setting any longer.

WEIGHT OF THE WORLD

/8/ The RAT 9is big, it's also fairly
heavy without any of the seven
additional 6g weights loaded in, but the
feel of the mouse is that it's solid and
well constructed. The aluminium frame
isn't afraid to show itself, much like
many of the other internal components,
but the industrial look doesn't lead

to the mouse feeling messy. It also
looks a hell of a lot like it belongs in

The Transformers, and for that it gains
bonus brownie points.  NAG
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That's
enough now
Mr. Console

the joys of console gaming and how this generation's

ecosystems had revolutionized gaming as we know it. I
will not go into the details of that conversation, but what is
important is that we came to discuss the future of all gaming
platforms and, despite all the great things we envisioned, and
speculated upon (read, hoped for) we eventually arrived at
the discussion of console graphics.

A few short years ago this would have been a glossed over
topic, but now in 2011 it dominates the entire conversation
and in the end it's very apparent at just how archaic these
systems that were once next generation have become. We
are not talking a few generations behind the equivalent PC
hardware where all these consoles borrow heavily from. No,
this is as many as 8 generations or revisions behind what
is now available on the PC, and by this time next year it will
likely be 10 generations.

Ihad been talking recently with several people about

‘I may be completely off the mark
here, but it should be apparent to
anybody by now that their games
on either console are never going to
look any better. ”

Logic would suggest that if one hasn't heard of any
rumours or contracts being signed with any would-be
hardware contributors, that we are unlikely to see a new
Xbox or PlayStation until 2015 or so. By then, your average
smart phone will have better internals than both these
consoles. This is understandable from the manufacturer's
point of view. The longer these tragically underpowered
systems stay in production, the more money they make,
and from just a financial perspective these will cost virtually
nothing to manufacture, which in turn increases bottom
lines. This is easy enough to understand and a sound
business decision given that they're in the business of
making money above all else.

I may be completely off the mark here, but it should be
apparent to anybody by now that their games on either
console are never going to look any better. That's it as
far as visual fidelity and pixel richness is concerned. The
better the development tools the more apparent the lack of
power becomes on a platform. By 2015 the average gaming
computer (I am talking average here not a budget box that
costs less than any console) will likely house an 8 to 12 thread
host CPU and a graphics processor about 4x as powerful
as today's GTX590/6990 graphics cards. That is, between
the host CPU and the GPU you'll have about 16 TFlops of
computing power at the least.

To put that in perspective, the RSX in the PS3 can achieve
a maximum of 400 GFlops (0.4TFlops Single-precision) and
slightly more on the Xenos GPU in the 360 when looking at the
graphics synthesizer alone. In comparison a single HD6970
GPU will provide you with up to 2.7TFlops of computing
power (single-precision) with significantly better accessibility
to that power courtesy of the tools available which are
superior than what both consoles have at their disposal.
Easily put that is almost 7 times the power. However let's not
compare a high-end part to any console as those will just
continue to increase the gap at an alarming rate. Let's take
for instance the cheapest and slowest GPU in NVIDIA's 400
series which is the GT430, a half height card of diminutive size
and power draw (65 Watt's which is about that of the Xbox
GPU). Even this little next-to-useless card (in a gaming context
that is) delivers not only a higher fill-rate than either console.
If nothing above makes sense and you're wondering what
I'm on about, ask yourself, “Why are we playing sub-standard
definition games on our consoles in 2011?"

Neo Sibeko
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/ hardware // deam machine /

Display
Samsung P2770HD

R5,198 / www.samsung.co.za

OS drive
0CZ Agility 2 60GB SSD

R1,699 / www.ocz.com

Processor
Intel Core i7 980X

R8,999 / www.intel.com

Motherboard
GIGABYTE GA-X58A-UD9
R6,499 / www.gigabyte.com

Memory
Corsair Dominator GT
2000C8

R2,299 / www.corsair.com

78 / www.nag.co.za

Machine

The lust-have Rig that
dreams are made of

With a funky new layout for the Dream Machine
we decided to add a couple more items to make
your ultimate gaming rig just that little but more
uber awesome. The three new additions this
month are a mousemat, 2.1 speakers and 5.1
surround sound speakers. We've also updated
the case since our previous winner, the Tkonik
Ra X10 Liquid, is no longer available worldwide.
Enjoy the extra drool space.

TOTAL: tR52,534

Storage drive
Seagate Barracuda XT 2TB

R1,699 / www.seagate.com

Power
Thermaltake

Toughpower 1.5KW

R3,760 / www.thermaltake.com

Keyboard
Logitech G19
R1,599 / www.logitech.com

Mouse

Roccat Kone[+]
R599 / www.roccat.org




Graphics

ASUS GTX580 DirectCU Il

R5,999 / za.asus.com

Case

Coolermaster HAF X 942

R1,899 / www.sonicinformed.co.za

NEW

NEW

Mousemat
Roccat Alumic
R399 / www.roccat.org

Sound
ASUS Xonar Xense

R2,799 / za.asus.com

Speakers 2.1
Logitech 2623
R1,799 / www.logitech.com

Speakers 5.1
Logitech Z-5500 Digital
R4,999 / www.logitech.com

NOTEBOOK

Alienware M17x
R29,999 / www.dell.co.za

System Specs:
CPU: Intel Core i7 720QM
(2.8GHz)

RAM: 8GB DDR3 1066
Graphics: 2 x ATI Mobility
RADEON HD4870 CFX

Display: 17-inch LCD
(1,920x1,200)

HDD: 320GB SATA2

0S: Windows 7 Ulitimate 64-bit

column
life, hardware and ch@ps

It just takes
one weak

link to cripple
a Sandy Bridge

beach? I know I have, and still do. I may be in

my early 20's now, but there is a certain childish
appeal to sitting on the beach for hours with nothing but
a plastic bucket and spade, slowly crafting away at your
masterpiece. Mine were never very detailed or technically
accurate mind you, but that didn't matter much because
one thing was certain. The tide would come in, small
waves of water would lap at my sand castle, and
eventually they'd find a small weakness in the castles
defences. In my case it was usually my lack of a moat, and
very thin castle walls, and no gate. In Intel’s case, it was a
few low spec transistors...

Intel's new Sandy Bridge 6 series motherboards are

How many of you have built sand castles on the

“The problem in a nutshell is all P67
motherboards designed to work
with the new Sandy Bridge CPU'’s
from Intel suffer from a degrading
Sata ports problem. Only the older
Sata 3BG\s ports are affected by this,
but in most cases this includes most
of the ports on your board.”

suffering much the same fate as my sandy castles, swept
away due to one small imperfection that could have been
easily avoided.

The problem in a nutshell (at the time of writing) is
all P67 motherboards designed to work with the new
Sandy Bridge CPU's from Intel suffer from a degrading
Sata ports problem. Only the older Sata 3BG\s ports are
affected by this, but in most cases this includes most
of the ports on your board. This is due to some genius
at Intel (well probably a team of them) using transistors
that aren't capable of sustained operation at the voltages
required, and the results are ports that will experience
performance degradation over a period of time, followed
by potential damage to any hardware attached to them.
So in a nutshell, every Sandy Bridge board sold in the first
half of Q1 2011 has a major problem that affects most of
their users.

What this means for you is the following. Your nice new
Sandy Bridge board is perfect, except for the Sata 3GB\s
ports. These ports will degrade after a while and might
take your hardware with them. Don't use them, and if you
are, stop it.

Intel, how could this possibly have happened? Sandy
Bridge promised the world and more, and actually
delivered on it. Power consumption was down,
performance was up, overclockability was way up, this
was the chipset/CPU combo I (and many others) had
been waiting for! Now I'll have to hold off upgrading until
the new boards are in stock, because let's face it, 'm not
spending money on what I know is a faulty product. I'm
disappointed at your lack of effective quality assurance
testing, allowing 8 million+ motherboards with the fault to
be shipped before finding a solution really is sub-standard
and not at all what I expected from “Chipzilla”. What I'm
trying to say is, hurry up and fix the motherboards, I want
to upgrade from LGA1366 to Sandy Bridge!

At the same time I must applaud AMD for their tongue
in cheek jab at Intel on Valentine's Day. If you haven't seen
it yet, Google "I heard Sandy. B broke your heart...". Well
played AMD, I had a good chuckle and I'm sure much of
the enthusiast world did too.

Derrick Cramer
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Hercules XPS
2.0 10 Gloss

RRP: R359.99 / Website: www.bowline.co.za

his was the first budget set
| | tested and it was a little

surprising at just how loud it
was. The set quickly reminds you
that it's a budget system and for
that you're rewarded with tinny
bass which is a thud at the best of
times. Play the set for long enough
at high volumes and it starts to
distort everything. However, having
said that, at low volumes they do
produce acceptable sound for the
most part. Gaming performance is
as | expected from such a speaker
system as it never suffers from the
same issues as when listening to
audio. This is probably a good thing
because if you're looking for speakers
to use for regular music listening you
should probably look at getting a set
of headphones instead. With MIC and
Headphone jacks in the front and a
basic volume knob, they really are
basic speakers and at 2.5 watts R.M.S
you shouldn't expect earth shattering
sound from them.

/ Feature: Big on Sound /

Power: 2.5watts R.M.S
Frequency: N/A
Inputs: Stereo min-jack

/ Bottom line /

Decent gaming performance,
but tinny bass and distortion at
high volumes make these less
than ideal for music.

Genwus SP-MZ2

RRP: R139 / Website: www.axiz.co.za

b | Y his set was tested after a cool off
period listening to my reference
audio setup. While this set is

still a budget speaker system, it does

sound notably better than the Hercules

XPS 2.0. The drivers are a little bigger

and they do deliver a better sound in

everything. | was surprised at just how
loud these were for their size. There's

a Tone setting in addition to the regular

volume one, which is pretty useless

given that it always seems to make
the sound worse when changed from
anything other than the reference
position. Gaming performance is a little
less stringent than audio and movies,
and once again much like the Hercules
set, these are passable not excelling

in anything one way or another. In the

budget range, these are probably the

best you can buy right now.

Power:6watts R.M.S
Frequency: 200 Hz-18 KHz
Inputs: Stereo min-jack

/ Bottom line

They're not bad, but they're fa
from great. If youre not expectin
miracles, these work just fin







ASUS recommends Windows 7. [ | [ ]

Inspiring Innovation » Persistent Perfection

K series

= b o e i
Luxurious aluminum textures in an elegant color scheme set the mood for redesigned K Series notebooks. Intel® 2nd ' |nt&')fmfd§’

generation Core™ processors and Windows® 7 Home Premium propel your computing, while the metal-reinforced exterior
lasts and looks new longer. Exclusive ASUS IceCool technology keeps palm rests chilled so your notebook stays comfort-
able even during lengthy sessions, just as Palm Proof technology prevents accidental typing and cursor moves for
complete confidence. Time to step up to K Series excellence!

\Y GET IN ﬂ WWW.asus.co.za +27 11 783 5450 E asus_za@asus.com

TOUCH
WITH US! “ facebook.com/asusza

twitter.com/asus_za

Cealeron, Celeron Inside, Core [nside, Intel, Intel Logo, Intel Atom, Intel Atom Inside, Intel Core, Intel Inside,
Intel Inside Loga, Intel vPro, Ilanium, Itanium Inside, Pentium, Pentium Inside, vPro Inside, Xeon, and Xeon
Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation In the U.S_and/or other counltries.
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/ Feature: Big on Sound /

Kworld D14+ D

RRP: R299 / Website: www.corex.co.za

can't be sure what the intention Power: 16watts R.M.S
:I:was behind the design of this Frequency: 80Hz - 18 KHz
set of speakers because, j . i
what the box claims, pyrami
not the best geometric shap
propagating sound. This is a
system that uses a central ¢
console, which allows you to
in a set of headphones as w
controlling the volume for th
system. Given that we are t
about 2.1 speaker systems
really is unnecessary, as all
could have been added to ei
left or right speaker. The firs
one will notice about this un
that the sub woofer has a s
downward facing driver whi
good at all. It distorts and r
at virtually all useful volume
and with the satellites provi
some of the tinniest mid-ra
all the sets, the entire exper
isn't pleasurable. With a ver
frequency response startin
through to 18 KHz you'll los
very low tone bass in games|
you're watching movies or li

to music.

isn't great. It's really
ake it worth a look.

Genws

RRP: R479 / Website: w

he Genius set is one of the
| looking units in the round u
and would look great aroun
gaming setup. More than that ho
it does sound okay given some of
other products it's competing wit
The basic specifications do sugge
is better than the Krator Neso 02
but this isn't true because the S/
ratio is not as good and the frequ
response is nowhere near what t
Neso 02 unit can cope with. Rega
this is the only 4-piece system | t
There really isn't a need for the m
control unit as it offers nothing th
couldn't have been placed inside
of the satellites. Gaming is where
set actually sounds best; the bas
here in games is usually not as su
or as sensitive as it would be whe
listening to some dynamic music,
the solid thump of punches and g
is reproduced very well on such a
The one major concern with this uf
however is the piercing mid-range tha
is rather harsh on the ears devoid of any
warmth, but having said that, if you can
overlook that there's some fun to be had
with this set.

There's decent gaming perfo
here, but some minor niggles hurt this set'’s
general audio performance.

84 / www.nag.co.za
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/ Feature: Big on Sound /

Divoom xF

RRP: R920 / Website: www.esquir

rom the sheer weight and Row
dimensions of these speakers, | ‘Freqt“e
nputs:

was already expecting something
above average, and indeed the xForce 5
setis anything but average. It may not
look special in any way but the sound it
delivers can be considered well above
average, if not great. There's so much
to say about this speaker system it
would be impossible to get through it
all, however the highlight has to be the
dual ported 8" long throw subwoofer.
This not only serves as the main console
for the satellites, but really moves the
setinto a new class in audio fidelity.
Sure enough, it's not the most taught
sub-woofer you'll find and it isn't as quick
torespond as you'd expect in a very
high-end Hi-Fi speaker system, but its
close enough that most users won't be
able to tell the difference. The window
rattling bass is excellent for gaming, while
versatile enough to handle most types of
music. While  wasn't moved by the two

llites, th d ,and b .
of il you Caowan thern out for better Excellent bass and good all-round audio
th tandard spri li 3 3 Q
terminal wires. So should you need better make these Divooms a very attractive option.
speakers you have that option (provided They'-re not t‘he beSt 213 here thoug-'h

you can match the speaker rating).
Overall this is the 2nd best set | tested.

Logitec

o roundup would be complete Power: 30watts R.M.S
N without the premier speaker Frequency: 40 Hz—-20 KHz

brand in computer/gaming Inputs: Stereo min-jack/
audio. Logitech's Z623 speakers are Two-RCA
as you'd expect THX certified which
may not mean much to some b
actually carries a lot of weight.
THX certification process is rat
stringent and passing it means
set has done well enough to re
the endorsement. As such the
sound reproduction is unequall
in this roundup. Not only did th
speaker system deliver accordi
it superseded my expectations
bass may not be as earth movi
that of the Divoom xForce 5 se
it's much more precise, and od
enough not as invasive. The en
system is well balanced, the on
thing missing being an optical i
Short of that however there's r
nothing to fault this system on
for gaming or for music you'll s
system up once and have incre
sound with little need to tweak
setup at any time. Without que
this is the best option if you're looking

! ] Logitech asserts its dominance on this
ora 2.1 system and if your pockets )
;?C”kstgeafcshettgitt;aefs you'd do well to roundup with the best 2.1 speakers here.
icku . .
Great in almost every way.

86 / www.nag.co.za
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Creative Inspire T6200

RRP: R899.99 / Website: www.bowline.co.za

C :reative has been in the speaker Power: Front/rear
game for a long time, and this satellites: 4x 7.5 watts RMS;
mid-range system shows Centre satellite speaker: 18

their experience. The entire set has

a high-quality feel to it, although

the lack of colour-coded RCA jacks

for the speaker connections feels

like an unnecessary oversight.

Gaming performance is what you'd

expect from speakers for this price.

The rear channels are audible but

lose definition with quieter sounds

(something that can be addressed

on a software level), but the front

and centre speakers have plenty

of volume. The subwoofer delivers

plenty of bass, as do the satellites,

but the latter tends to struggle with
high-frequency sounds, introducing

a very slight rattling noise. When it

comes to music, the T6200s perform

well, with the high-frequency issue
being less noticeable depending on
what sort of music you listen to. Bass
remains clean and crisp throughout
the volume ranges, but the satellites

start to exhibit distortion past 50%

/ Feature: Big on Sound /

/ Bottom line /

volume. Thankfully, you'll seldom
need to go any higher than that; 50%
is very loud. The T6200 are good
performers with a price to match.

Good performance with a price to match.

Logitech Z506

RRP: R999 / Website: www.logitech.com

to do, the Z506 does slightly Front/rear satellites: 4x 8 watts

better. Presumably replacing RMS; Centre satellite speaker:
the good old X530s, the Z506 follows 16 watts RMS;
Logitech's typically high-build Subwoofer: 27 watts RMS
quality and finishes but adds a slight
industrial look to set them apart
from the norm. Most notable of this
set is the mini ported subwoofer in
each satellite which helps this entire
set deliver very impressive bass.
Playing games with this speaker
setis a joy. Not only do the rear
channels deliver plenty of volume
without any software configuration,
but the bass-heavy audio means big
sounds in all games. Unfortunately,
as a side-effect of all of this bass,
speech in games (and most other
sources) tends to sound a little
muddied. Music performance is,
expectedly, excellent. The Z506 is
incredibly loud and the bass means
that dance tracks are delivered with
plenty of power. It does tend to
struggle a tiny bit with the mid-level
tones found in rock music, however,
again due to the high levels of bass.

Everything the T6200 manages Power:

88 / www.nag.co.za

/ Bottom line /

Tons of bass and
volume plus excellent
build quality and looks.
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/ Feature: Big on Sound /

Divoom xrorce 1H 5.1

RRP: R429 / Website: www.esquire.co.za

Power:

iven the impressive ) , Front/rear satellites: 4x
performance from Divoom's 12 watts RMS; Centre

: 2.1 offer, | expected good satellite speaker: 12
things to come from this budget- watts RMS; Subwoofer:

focused surround sound set. 40 watts RMS
Sadly, | was disappointed. Setting A
up these speakers proved to be
difficult, from the tangle-loving (an
poorly colour-coded) cables to the
inconsistent performance from the
rear channels. This set includes a
remote control which is the only wa
to adjust volume for channel pairs
or the whole set. It also allows you
to set treble, mid and bass, which is
a great feature on a budget set, but
without a display on the unit you're
left to blindly muddle through the
settings without ever really finding
a suitable configuration. In-game,
the 1H 5.1 performs poorly. The rea
channels are almost lifeless despit
adjustments on the remote control,
and in general the audio is tinny
and prone to rattling. The 1H 5.1's
music performance is similarly wea
although the subwoofer is capable
delivering decent levels of bass, all
the speakers exhibit distortion fairl
from about a third of the way up the
volume scale.

spend a little more on a higher-end set.

Logitech £25500 Digital

RRP: R4,999 / Website: www.logitech.com

irst released in 2004, the Z5500s Power:
Fare considerably more expensive Front/rear satellites: 4x 62

than the other three 5.1 sets in watts RMS; Centre satellite
this roundup but it's important to speaker: 69 watts RMS;
include a benchmark. The immense Subwoofer: 188
amplifier/subwoofer needs two watts RMS
feet of space from nearby sensitive Frequency response:

electronics due to its massive
magnet, and the rest of the setup
equally impressive in both looks
obviously, performance. The unit’
control panel gives you access to
the customisation you'll need an
includes a host of hidden feature
massive volume boosts and diag
mode. Games sound fantastic wi
Z5500. The loud bass and clear hi
frequency sounds slightly oversh
the mid-tones, but otherwise, ev
boom, scream and explosion com
through with clarity at every lev
volume. Music performance is eq
impressive, especially with track
that make use of the subwoofer
ample bass. At the massively hi
volumes this set is capable of, t
somewhat drowned-out mid-to
are barely anissue. In addition,
quality of the high-frequency so
makes for excellent playback of
or classical music. NAG

90 / www.nag.co.za
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/ hardware //eview/

Coolermaster HAF-X (rc-g42-kknn

Supplier: Sonic Informed / Website: www.sonicinformed.co.za / RRP: R1,895

he Coolermaster HAF-X (High Air
TFIow) is the case that has the tech

community abuzz, and some have
proclaimed it their dream case. What's
all the fuss over? Is this the best case
available on the market? Read on and
see for yourself.

The HAF-X is a full tower chassis
designed to fit some extreme
hardware inside, from the biggest
motherboards to the longest
graphics cards, as well as a wide
array of hard drive and SSD's. It's big,
it's very big. But does it live up to its
namesake? Is the airflow anything to
write home about?

Well the cooling system comprises
of one 230mm LED fan at the front,
two 200mm fans at the top, one
200mm side panel fan, and one
140mm rear exhaust fan. What | don't
understand is why Coolermaster
didn't used 230mm fans for the top
and side panel, as they did on the
ATCS840. Aside from this peculiarity,
the fan configuration is optimal for any
graphics cards installed, but seems
to fall short where CPU temperature
is concerned. Testing the HAF-X's
airflow next to a standard ATCS840
and a standard Antec 1200 netted the
following results:

CPU

HAF-X: 34cidle, 70c load
ATCS840: 33cidle, 67c load
Antec 1200: 34cidle, 68c load
GPU

HAF-X: 38cidle, 68c load
ATCS840: 38cidle, 69c load
Antec 1200: 40c idle, 74c load

382 / www.nag.co.za

The test system used was ani7 930
at 4.2GHZ, Noctua D14 CPU cooler,
ASUS Rampage 2 Extreme, Team
Xtreem 2000CL9, and a Gainward
GTX 570 Phantom at 800mhz core,
2000mhz memory. OCCT was the
program used to stress the CPU to
100% load, while 3DMark VVantage
was used to stress out the graphics
card. The reason for the HAF-X's great
GPU cooling ability is also the reason
it suffers slightly on the CPU front,
namely the graphics card air duct.

Moving on from airflow, the
HAF-X also has numerous future-
proofing features, ranging from
USB3.0 headers on the front panel,
to 9 expansion slots, allowing
easy installation of SLI/CrossfireX
setups that require 3 graphics cards.
Perhaps the most welcome future-
proofing feature is the ability to
double up 2.5" SSD's in the standard
hard drive holders, making third-
party brackets unnecessary. The
HAF-X also sports a power supply
cable partition for neatness. This
seems a slight waste as faras I'm
concerned as the HAF-X already
has very good cable management,
though this is nitpicking, other
than adding a few minutes onto
case installation time, the partition
works well. Removable case wheels
also make an appearance on the
HAF-X, although these are more of a
nuisance than anything else. While
their construction is relatively sturdy,
it felt as if the wheels would buckle if
the case was picked up and put down
enough, something regular lanners
should take note of. The last feature

worth mentioning is according to
Coolermasters website, "Advanced
GPU holder for to (sic) reinforce
heavy GPU cards”. This feature has
been available on Lian Li cases for
some time, and has always just been
another thing to get in the way. The
HAF-X's version is no different and
is something you'd install purely
because it came with the case.

Last but not least, the looks of the
case. The HAF-X is either a case you
love or you hate. Some have called
it a "masterpiece of case art” (an
actual quote); others like myself think
it looks like a butchered tyre. While
looks are quite subjective, what | do
mind is the prevalence of plasticin
the HAF-X. Surely a high-end full
tower case with an imposing price
tag should have more refined looking
materials? Either way, the plastic
looks fairly sturdy and should survive
the trips to LANs and back.

Is the HAF-X the best case I've ever
reviewed? Well no, not really. But it is
one of the better ones. It has a long
list of features, enough space to fit any
modern hardware, very good cooling
ability while remaining relatively quiet,
industrial-style looks and a price tag
thatis on par with its rivals. A great
case that deserves a spot on any
gamer's consideration list. INAG

Derrick Cramer

Q/@@JD / 0™

[ specs ]

Dimensions:
(W/H/D)
230x599 x 550 mm

Weight:
Net Weight:14.35 kg;
Gross Weight:16.08 kg

M/B Type:

M-ATX / ATX /
E-ATX / GIGABYTE
XL-ATX

5.25" Drive Bay:
6(2 converted SATA
HDD drive bay
available)

3.5" Drive Bay:
5Hidden (2in12.5"
and 1.8" SSD drive
support)

2.5"/3,5"- SATAHDD
Drive Bay:

2 (converted from
5.25" drive bays)

Expansion Slots:
9

Cooling System:
Front:230x 30 mm
red LED fan on/
off x 1; Top:200 x
30mm fans x 2 (one
optional); Side:200
x30mm fanx 1;
Rear:140 x 25mm
fanx 1; VGA Fan
Duct:120x 25 mm
or 120 x 38 mm fan
x 1(optional); VGA
Holder:80 x 15 mm
fan x 1(optional)

Maximum
Compatibility:
VGA Card length
:342.0mm;

CPU cooler
height:190.0mm

/ PLUS / Feature-rich full tower / Great airflow / Future-proof
/ MINUS / Looks not to everyone's taste / Too much plastic

THE HAF-X IS A GREAT FULL TOWER CASE FOR THE PEOPLE, ITS
DESIGN AND FEATURES MAKE IT ONE OF OUR TOP PICKS.

S

OUTOF 10
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AOC e2243Fw LED Monitor

Supplier: AOC South Africa / Website: www.aocmonitorap.com/southafrica/ / RRP: TBA

these days. Understandably
so, given just how much

richer the colours they produce
are and obviously the unmatched
contrast ratios that traditional
CCFL monitors can't produce. As
these monitors become pervasive
however there'll soon be a time
where all consumer level LCD's are
LED models.

However, it is worth noting
that not all LED technology is
the same; some LED monitors
use LEDs on the edges for the
backlight (white LED Backlights),
while others employ these across
the entire panel consisting of red,
blue and green LED's. This AOC
model uses the former like most
consumer grade units. However
don't let this put you off the
monitor, as it actually looks very
good. This is especially true when
you take the time to play with the
Color and Picture Boost modes
which help clarify the text on the
screen, but more than that help
render a richer, more precise and
comfortable viewing experience.

This monitor produces vivid
colours with very good black levels

LED monitors are all the rage

as well with no sign of backlight
bleed at all. After a few hours of
using this monitor one will really
appreciate just how comfortable
this monitor is on the eyes and
just how simple it is to configure
courtesy of the touch sensitive
buttons at the base of the screen.

This would be the perfect Dream
Machine monitor if it was say at
least 24" (this model measures
21.5") and featured an HDMI (HDCP)
input, which is sadly missing from
this unit. Also of concern is the
inability to adjust the height of this
monitor. Other than these issues
however we really found nothing to
fault this monitor on.

It's light, weighing in at an
incredible 2.55kg, making it the
lightest monitor we've ever tested.
Not only that, measuring 18.5mm
in thickness it's the thinnest
monitor we've tested, beating
out the Samsung XL2370in this
department making it perfect for
LAN parties and the like.

If you want a stylish, high quality
LED backlit monitor and are not
bothered too much about size, this
is the monitor foryou. NAG

Neo Sibeko

With the VESA Mount
feature you can mount your
monitor directly onto a wall.

[ specs ]

Size:

21.5"

Native Resolution:
1920x1080
Refresh rate:
60Hz (5ms)
Inputs:

DVI, D-Sub
Backlight
technology: White
LED

/ MINUS / No HDMI / No HDCP

VERY GOOD LIGHT WEIGHT AND THIN MONITOR WITH A VERY
GOOD CONTRAST RATIO AND COLOUR REPRODUCTION. OUTOF 10

/ PLUS / 18.5mm thickness / 2.55kg weight / Very good display 8
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[Roccat Alumic mousepad

Supplier: Sonic Informed / Website: www.sonicinformed.co.za / RRP:R399

n recent years, every peripheral
company and their sister has
released a plethora of roll-up
mouse pads of all shapes and
sizes. From control to speed
pads, there really is no lack of
choice when it comes to this oft
overlooked gaming accessory. Why
then has no one released a decent
metal mousepad? It seems Roccat
had the sameidea, and so the
Alumic was born.

I'll be honest, I've never seen
a mousepad with this many
usable features, and they all do
what they claim to, and do it well.
Let's start with the obvious first,
the hard metal construction.
With an Anodized Aluminium
core and measuring 3mm thick,
the mousepad offers perfect
support when gaming on any
surface, playing with the Alumic
on my lap or the couch was a
breeze and not once did it feel
like bucking under the pressure of
my hand. The Alumic also offers
two gaming surfaces, giving you
the best of both controls at high
mouse sensitivities, and speed at
the lower ones. Speaking of low
sensitivity, the Alumic is quite

large measuring at 331x272mm,
meaning you'll have more than
enough space to stretch out if
that's your style.

The obvious aside, the Alumic
has a few more features that bear
mention. The non-slip rubber
mousepad feet found at the four
corners have excellent grip and
ensure the pad doesn't move
even in the most intense gaming
session; their grip on all surfaces
from glass to veneer is impressive
to say the least. Their other
purpose is to raise the mousepad
slightly, meaning the underside of
the pad never rests on your table,
reducing the chance of damaging
it. The bundled gel wrist rest is a
separate unit to the mousepad,
and can be stuck in place to your
table surface.

The Alumic then is a fantastic
mousepad, it has all the features
any gamer can ask for and performs
exceptionally. It may be a tad more
pricy than the competition, but
the build quality, features and two
usable sides makes it well worth
the asking price. Itis by far the best
mousepad | have everused. NAG

Derrick Cramer

O
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[ specs ]

Features:
Double-Sided
Mousepad,
Anodized
Aluminum Core

Dimensions:
331xx 272 x 3mm

/ PLUS / Size / Double-sided / non-slip
/ MINUS / Bulky to transport

FEATURING TWO DIFFERENT SURFACE MATERIALS ON EITHER ] O

SIDE, THE ALUMIC IMPRESSES ON ALMOST EVERY FRONT.

OUTOF 10

[Roccat Kulo headset

Supplier: Sonic Informed / Website; www.sonicinformed.co.za / RRP:R549

fyou saw the Roccat Kulo
headset displayed in a store
window, you might say they
looked “modern”, lightweight,
something gamers would take to
LANSs due to their portability and
gamer focussed features.

On paper the Kulo sounds good.
Sporting “Incredible comfort”,
"Premium Stereo sound” and
"Auto Mic mute”, it has all the
features one would expect from
headphones in this segment of
the market. It's unfortunate that
some of the paper specs could
not be further from the actual
performance during testing. The
"Incredible comfort” is ruined after
5 minutes thanks to a pleather ring
around each headphone cushion.

I would assume it's there to aid

in noise cancellation, but what it
really does is make your ears start
to sweat in record breaking time,
after which things become quite
uncomfortable. "Premium Stereo
sound” translates into muddy bass
and over-emphasised treble; what
this means in real life is, explosions
sound like air blowing through

a wet paper bag, and gunfire is
exhausting to your ears. VVoice chat
is clean and clear though, the only
redeeming feature of an otherwise
bland, lifeless audio experience.

84 / www.nag.co.za

There are some pro’s to the
headset though. The "Auto mic
mute” works really well in that
when you move the mic up it
automatically mutes and bringing
it back down turns it back on.

The headset only weighs 178g
so it should be quite portable for
gamers on the go. The metal-
reinforced headband is also a
welcome feature and does make
the Kulo quite robust while still
maintaining flexibility.

If I had to choose between using
the Roccat Kulo and having no
sound while gaming, I'd choose
the Kulo, but only if there were
no other headsets, earphones or
cheap desk speakers available
to me. The level of discomfort
experienced while wearing these
headphones really is that much of
anissue. NAG

Derrick Cramer

[ specs ]

Frequency range:
70~20,000Hz
Sensitivity:
-47dB3dB
Signal-to-noise ratio:
50dB
Impedance:
2,2KQ
Directivity:
Bi-directional
Weight:

178g (excl. cable)
Connection:
2x3.5mm

Cable length:
2.5m

/ PLUS / Volume slider / Auto mic mute

/ MINUS / Very uncomfortable

EXCEPTIONAL NOISE-CANCELLING AND AUTO MIC MUTING

4

FEATURES, LET DOWN BY BEING UNCOMFORTABLE ON YOUR EARS. 0UTOF 10



Cyborg V.7

Supplier: Rebel Tech / Website: www.rebeltech.co.za / RRP:R695

aitek has long been renowned
Sfor its quality flight sticks and
other gaming peripherals,
but since Mad Catz acquired the
company in 2007, they've taken a
massive leap forward in building
more general-purpose devices like
keyboards and mice through their
Cyborg and Eclipse ranges. This
is their top-of-the-range gaming
keyboard, above the Cyborg \/.1
and \.5,and boasts impressive
build quality that pits it against the
current market leaders.
The first thing you'll notice

[ specs ]

Interface:

USB 2.0

Outputs:

3.5mm headset and
microphone; 1x USB
2,0 host

Additional keys:

12 programmable
Cyborg keys; media
playback control;
LED backlighting
control

about the Cyborg V.7 is the silver-
coloured WASD, space bar and
cursor keys, which are not only
protected from matrix-related
errors caused by multiple key
presses (such as the keyboard
not accepting any more inputs),
but include a metallic coating that
supposedly ensures that they will
last longer. The result is keys that
feel alittle strange to play with

at first, and you'll always notice
them during typing, but one should
get used to them quickly. The rest
of the keys are of a high quality,

with a light, soft touch and a slight
texture to ensure decent grip
during frantic hotkey sessions.
The twelve Cyborg keys allow
users to program a macro to each,
with multiple profiles available.
Unfortunately, the macro editing
software, while functionally
sufficient, isn't the best-looking
or most easily operated in the
business. There also doesn't seem
to be a way to auto-launch profiles
based on which application is
running, nor is there a way to
assign the Cyborg keys to launch

/ PLUS / Tough gaming keys / Looks good / Feels great

/ MINUS / Poor software

AN EXCELLENT GAMING KEYBOARD THAT IS LET DOWN A BIT BY
ITS LOW-QUALITY SOFTWARE.

/review/ / hardware /

individual applications. The rest
of the keyboard includes touch-
sensitive media playback controls
and LED backlighting controls for
the entire keyboard or specific
areas. These cannot be controlled
in the profile editor.

As the first real attempt we've
seen from Mad Catz, the V.7 is worth
anyone's attention but doesn't
quite beat back the competition
due to inferior software. It's a pity,
because the keyboard itself is a
pleasuretouse. INAG

Geoff Burrows

/

OUTOF 10
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Toshiba Qosmio X500

Supplier: Hi-Fi Corporation / Website:www.toshiba.co.za / RRP:R21,999

range with the X300 a few short

years ago. That X300 was a great
desktop-replacement notebook: great
performance, a nice balance between
power and portability, and a competitive
price (relative to other desktop
replacements at the time) made the
X300 an alluring option for those in the
market for such a machine. Now we've
got the X500, the X300's bigger, meaner
replacement. We put the X500 through
its paces and this is what we found.

First off, the X500 is a massive
notebook. It weighs approximately 5
kilograms, so if you need to do your
gaming on the move, this probably isn't
the best choice. This weight is to be
expected when you've got a massive
18.4-inch screen and a bunch of meaty
hardware hiding beneath the hood,
but it does mean that this particular
desktop replacement is best left on
your desktop at all times. Speaking of
screens, the X500's display outputs
vibrant colours and produces crisp, clear
images — but it could do with some extra
brightness. Nevertheless, at its native
resolution of 1920x1080, the screen
produces an excellent image. Then
there's the design of the X500 which,
aside from some minor annoyances,
offers slight improvements over the
X300. In terms of the actual look of
the machine, the brash flaming motifs
and bright red styling are gone. In their
place is a simpler, more subtle black/
red colour palette with the Qosmio logo
emblazoned on the top of the notebook.
Personal opinion is king here, but we
quite like the new look.
The multimedia bar is now to the left

of the keyboard (the X300's multimedia

T oshiba first launched their Qosmio

86 / www.nag.co.za

The multimedia bar is cool,
but it's nudged the keyboard
so far to the right that it
takes some getting used to.

“The X500 has a good list of
features, decent hardware and is
comfortable to use.”

Dane Remendes, NAG Magazine

baris above it), but this has forced the
keyboard far to the right, which takes
some getting used to. This layout also
means that annoyingly tapping the media
keys with your left hand while using the
keyboard is a common occurrence. The
backlit keyboard is nothing special, but
it's comfortable to use. The trackpad,
however, is a bit too small. Horizontally
it's fine, but vertically it's not quite
long enough. We eventually became
acclimatised toiit, but it's irritating at first.
Performance is where the Qosmio
starts to stumble and fall on its face
when you take that R22,000 price tag
into account. For a quick real-world
gaming test, we started up Resident
Evil 5 running at 1920x1080 with 4xAA
in DirectX 10 mode (with all other
settings maxed out). The average FPS
we recorded was 36. That's not worth
R22,000. Unplug the power cable (if
you do, you'll get around 1.5 hours
worth of battery life under load) and
the FPS drops to 10. Unigine Heaven in
DirectX 10 mode with no AA and 16xAF
spat out a score of 421. Bards won't
be writing songs about that. 3DMark

Vantage at 1280x1024 gave the X500
5552 3DMarks. These low scores are
most likely due to the NVIDIA GTS 360M
that's hidden within struggling to keep
up with the system's native res. You'd
be able to play most of today’'s games at
medium/high settings, but at that price
we expect a lot more than just average
performance. At least the harman/
kardon audio is good and the Blu-ray
burner is much appreciated. HDMI
output means that your X500 could
double as a Blu-ray player, but that still
doesn't make it worth it.

The X500 has a good list of features,
decent hardware and is comfortable to
use. It's definitely not worth R21,999
though, because there are better, more
powerful desktop replacements out
there that are much cheaper. NAG

Dane Remendes

[ specs ]
CPU:

Intel Core i7 Q720
(1.6GHz)

GPU:

1GB NVIDIA GeForce
GTS 360M

RAM:

8GB DDR3 1066MHz
Storage: 1TB (2 x
500GB 7200RPM
hard drives)

0S:

64-bit Windows 7
Home Premium
Display:

18.4-inch
widescreen
(1920x1080)

Audio:
harman/kardon
stereo speakers
Extras:

Blu-ray rewritable
drive / 1GB Ethernet
1.3-megapixel
webcam / Wi-Fi
802.11b/g/n / 12-
cell Li-ion battery

/ PLUS / Blu-ray rewritable drive / Good design / Decent features
/ MINUS / Quite heavy / Performance doesn't justify price / Expensive

IF THE PRICE WERE MUCH LOWER, THIS WOULD BE A DECENT

OPTION FOR GAMING/ENTERTAINMENT.

6
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ASUS Eee Note

Supplier: ASUS / Website: www.asus.com / RRP: $233 (local price TBA)

he ASUS Eee Note is a strange device. Its

Tpart tablet, part eBook reader, and like [ Specs ]
the typical Jack-of-all-trades, is master Display:

of nothing. Using an LCD without a backlight, 8" 2540dpi

the Eee Note seems at first glance like an CPU:

eBook reader with touch functionality, but the 626MHz Marvell

Linux-based operating system is capable of a ARM11

fair bit more. Storage:

As an eBook reader, the Eee Note is 4GB internal.
capable, but a little too heavy. Page turns Expandable up to
are quick, and both synchronisation of files 16GB

Supported formats:

and browsing them on the device is nippy.
Perhaps the most interesting feature of the
Note is its ability to double as a tablet device

PDF, ePub, MP3,
JPEG, BMP, GIF, PNG

using Wacom drivers. With only 256 levels of g\git;duding
pressure-sensitivity (half that of the entry- leather cover)

level Wacom Bamboo) and a relatively small
resolution, it's not suitable for professional
use, but amateur users might enjoy this
feature occasionally.

As has become commonplace, the Eee
Note includes support for images and music
playback. There's also a microphone and,
surprisingly, a rear-mounted camera. Both are
of low quality, but the ability to take photos
and then write notes on them is something
that has great potential in the future. For
now, the display's monochrome limitation and
low resolution is the greatest impact on this
feature's usefulness.

There are a couple of other interesting
features, such as the included web browser
that uses the device's Wi-Fi adaptor to
connect to the Internet. Aside from being
incredibly sluggish, obviously monochromatic
and low resolution, the web browser works,
but don't expect to spend long hours trawling
the ‘Net for LOLcats. Text-based sites like
news hubs are surprisingly readable, however.

Is the ASUS Eee Note the poor man's iPad?
Not quite. At $233 it's sufficient for those
who want an eBook reader with a bit of extra
functionality, but don't expect it to fill the role
of asecond PC or replace a full-featured tablet
orsmart phone. NAG

Geoff Burrows

/ PLUS / Additional features / Decent display
/ MINUS / Too heavy / Additional features aren't great

A DECENTATTEMPT TO CREATE A “BETTER" EBOOK READER,
BUT NOT ENOUGH TO CRACK INTO THE TABLET MARKET.

6
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GIGABY TE GefForce
G TXS560 Ti Super Overclock

Supplier: Rectron / Website: www.gigabyte.com / RRP:R3,699
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o those who are unfamiliar with
T NVIDIA's history, or are just not old

enough to remember, thisisn't the
first time that NVIDIA has designated the
“Ti"brand to a GPU. In actuality the first
graphics card to carry the "Ti" at the end
(pronounced 'Ty') was the GeForce 3in its
second outing as the Ti 200 and Ti 500. For
some reason or another NVIDIA decided
to re-introduce it again with the GTX560.
0dd though considering that at the time
this was reserved for the two highest
performing parts from NVIDIA.

Whatever the reason, we suspect the
Tibranding may be around for a while,
or at the least in the next generation
parts as well.

Given just how much excitement this
card generated prior to its launch and
Gigabyte's enthusiasm for their Super
Overclock products, it was only a matter of
time until we came across a graphics card
with arguably the longest name in a while.
After all, the line has become synonymous
with high performance binned GPUs and
while this has yet to eclipse ASUS's own
overclocked special edition cards (ROG
parts) the products are getting there fast.

With graphics cards it's always a hit
and miss affair and, depending on the
particular GPU, it just may not be worth
going through the extra effort to make a
special edition version of it. An example of

388 / www.nag.co.za

this would be the HD6970 graphics card.
On its own a powerful GPU that without
question offers the best value for money
in high-end graphics card right now.
However, the Cypress GPU just doesn't
have the legs to overclock well without
some serious cooling, and even then the
scaling is less than optimal.

Fortunately though, thisisn'ta
Cypress core, its NVIDIA's new GF114 core
and unlike Cypress it does have some
headroom. Essentially GF114is a fully
enabled GF104 core that powered the
very popular GeForce GTX460. What this
means is that instead of having only 336
CUDA cores functioning, this GPU provides
the full complement of 384 cores.

Interestingly though, much like the
move from the GF100 to the GF110 core
(GTX580), if not more sois that this coreis
not only clocked faster (NVIDIA reference
clocks are a mighty 822MHz making it
the highest clocked NVIDIA GPU to date)
but the memory controller has also been
improved tremendously. All this has
combined to make a very potent graphics
card that was supposed to be unmatched
at the sub $250 segment.

Unfortunately for NVIDIA, AMD released
the HD6950 1GB cards at the same price
point a mere week after the GTX560
Tiwas available, and given that the
Cypress core in the 6950 was supposed

to compete with the GTXX570, the
GTX560 Ti had a favourable reception but
seemingly less than optimal sales. After
all, you can get true high-end performance
at the same price instead of a boosted
mid-range card. As it stands for those
with no brand preference there’s really no
compelling reason where performance is
concerned to buy the GTX 560 Ti over the
1GB Radeon HD6S50.

With that said, what GIGABYTE has
produced here isn't a regular GTX560 Ti.
In fact it's maybe unintentionally become
a GTX570killer (at least the reference
model). That's simply because GIGABYTE
through their so-called GPU-Gauntlet
sorting (they are basically binned) has
produced a card that comes out the box
clocked at an eye-watering 1GHz. That's
right, no water cooling here, no 8-pin PCI-E
power, it's the exact same PCB as what
was on the GTX460 SOC but this time
features the newer and better GF114 core.

The overclockisn't limited to the core as
the memory is courtesy of Samsung 0.4ns
rated GDDR5 DRAM which translates
into a 5GHz reference clock. Previously
no GF104 core had an IMC strong enough
to drive such a frequency, but that has
all changed now. Be it through NVIDIA's
tweaking, GIGABYTE's sorting process or
both, the memory is clocked at a smooth
4,580MHz for a healthy 146GB/sec

[ specs ]

Core:

1GHz GF114 (40nm)
Processors:

384

Render Outputs:
32

Memory:

1024MB GDDR5
4.53GHz (146.5GB/
sec)

API:
DirectX11/0penGL
4.x /0OpenCL 1.X/
PhysX/CUDA



/ GICABYTE GeForce GTXS60 Ti Super Overclock /

Neo Sibeko, NAG Magazine

“..what GIGABYTE has produced
here isn't a regular GTX560 Ti.
In fact it's maybe unintentionally
become a GTX570 killer... ”

memory bandwidth figure compared

to the standard 4004MHz memory
clock of the reference unit (which
provides just over 128GB/sec). This
benefits performance especially when
using resolutions above 1680x1050

or applying AA. The GPU overclock in
addition to the Memory frequency
come together to make for the fastest
GTX560 Tion the market today (at
least at the time of writing) so much so
that it beat out the reference GTX570
in all the benchmarks.

In our attempt to gain even more
performance, we discovered that the
core would not budge past 1025MHz
regardless of voltage (the scaling to
more voltage isn't linear so obviously
anotherissueis at play here and it's
not heat) but to make up for that the
memory clocked all the way to its rated
5GHz comfortably and artefact free.
Therereally isn't a need to overclock this
graphics card and as we found, the best
way to further boost performance is by
adding another one for SLI functionality.
So despite how disappointing 25MHz

,\,'Z@s Benchmarks

/187682 /
/1476.602 /

/1695 /
/214 /

/ 22382/
/ 24,908 /

/ 6466/

/75.21/

Baseline: NVIDIA GeForce GTX580

may seem, very few cards will get to
950MHz from other manufacturers let
alone 1GHz.

The only thing we lament about the
GTX560, and this has everything to do
with NVIDIA and not GIGABYTE or any
other NVIDIA partner, is that there’s still
no support for 3-way SLI on their mid-
range cards. Disappointing considering
that the competition offers this in sub-
$200 parts as well. While 3-way SLI can't
be called economical in any way, it would
help make the parts just that much
more attractive to the power users who
want ultimate graphics performance
but won't quite stretch out their budgets
to a full SLI GTX580-based system.

Not only would a 3-way GTX560 setup
prove faster, it would be cheaper and
subsequently more accessible.

That aside, in the GIGABYTE GTX560
Ti Super Overclock, we have a graphics
adapter that certainly doesn't have
the coolest name around but one that
remains incredible and the best GTX560
Timoneycanbuy. NAG

Neo Sibeko

/ PLUS / Good temperatures / Good performance / Massive Overclock

/ MINUS / Price

THE FASTEST GTX560 TI AVAILABLE AND HIGHEST FACTORY-
CLOCKED NVIDIA GRAPHICS CARD EVER.

10
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Case Modding 101

WHAT YOU'LL
NEED:

/ Your side panel

/ Masking tape and a
pen

/ Acutting tool
(Dremel/Jigsaw)

/ Astraight, hard piece
of metal (like angle
iron)

/ Afile

/ Sandpaper (220 and
1000 grit)

/ Some two-way tape

/ Asheet of perspex

/ Patience

A SNIPPET
FROM DREMEL

GLUE GUNS

Glue guns are a handy
device for all sorts of DIY
work. Unlike liquid glues,
hot glue will set quickly
and create a strong hold.
Usually you can choose
between low-temperature
or high-temperature glue
guns. Low-temp guns
heat up to about 100°
Celsius and are suited

for jobs where your work
piece can get damaged

if the glue is too hot.

High temp guns go up to
almost 200° Celsius and
produce stronger bonds.
Dremel offers both hi,
low and dual temp glue
guns so you can choose
the optimal tool for your
applications. Always wait
until the heating element
has fully heated up. More
sophisticated glue guns
like the Dremel models
have anti drip tips. Before
you start your job, let the
glue from your previous
job that still sits in the
nozzle drop through. The
most common lengths
for DIY glue sticks are
7-12mm, and sticks have
different open times and
set times. Open time is
the working time to make
a bond while the surface
still retains sufficient
tack. Set timeis the

time to form a bond of
acceptable strength. Open
and set time depend on
the composition of the
glue, glue temperature,
substrate and other
factors.
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the PC enthusiast scene? Remember how bad

the mods were back then? | look back at those
times now, and | feel nothing but sadness for those
poor computers. All of the ridiculous and tacky fans
that had a million colours, all those lights that would
flash at frequencies that could induce epileptic fits,
everything we did back then was so primitive, wasn't
it?

Things have evolved so much from the beginning.
Case modding has become so advanced, so
complicated, and so, so fun. Cases are looking better
than ever before, but also taking exponentially longer
to complete.

One of the fundamental things from that era, that
will always be something a case modder needs to
be able to do, is a simple case window. | could teach
you how to do all kinds of crazy things to your case,
but what good is it if you can't actually see them? So
today we're going back to the absolute basics. Many
cases, even high-end cases, come without windows
in the side panels, and we need to know how to create
perfect windows for times like that.

R emember when case modding first appeared on

/ STEP 1/

First thing you need to do: Grab your side panel.
Remove any fans and things it may have attached. |
don't have a single case that | use with a standard side
panel anymore, so | grabbed a panel from a machine |
used many years ago. Excuse all the scratches.

(See image 1)

/ STEP 2/

This step involves masking tape. Masking tape is
something case modders need rolls and rolls of. We
use it to protect the stuff we're working on, as well
as do markings and lines on it that we're going to cut
along or drill around. So, tape up your side panel, and
then draw up the hole

you want to cut in the panel. Remember the golden
rule: Measure twice, cut once. Check and recheck your
lines and measurements, you only have ONE of these
panels, so it needs to be right the first time.
(See image 2)

/ STEP 3/

Grab the cutting tool of your choice and go nuts. |
generally use a Dremel tool or a jigsaw for something
like this. l used a Dremel 4000, which is an absolute
beast. Don't cut on the line itself, cut about 2mm on
the inside of the line, so that you have an edge to work
off to create a perfectly straight edge. (See image 3)
There's just no way you can cut a perfectly straight
line with a Dremel or Jigsaw. Chuck away the inside
part of the panel. (See image 4)

/ STEP &4/

Here's the really tedious part - getting those lines
absolutely perfect. There's nothing worse than a line
that's not perfectly straight. What you want to do is
clamp a really hard piece of

metal like a thick piece of Angle Iron to the panel,
with the iron’s edge on the very line you drew on the
masking tape. Clamp that iron on there really tight.
(See image 5) Start filing, and don't stop until you're
sure the line is straight. It should look something
like this.
(See image 6).

/ STEP5/

Once all your lines are perfectly straight, you just want
to neaten them up a little, since the file leaves a really
rough finish. Grab that 220 sandpaper and smooth out
those cuts. Once you've done that, repeat the process
with the 1000 grit. If you feel those cuts now, you'll
feel an absolutely smooth surface. SUCCESS! (See
image 7)

/ STEP 6/

You're almost there now. Grab the perspex you got for
the window, and cut it to size if you need. (See image
8) Stick some two-way tape along the edges and then
just stick it to the inside of the side panel. (See image
9) Now, many people do this part differently. Some
people want plexi held in place with screws, glue, etc.
Some people like the edges of the panel to be covered
by u-chanel, and so on. | like a really clean looking
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panel, so | leave the edges clean and the plexi held in
place at the back. So this step is up to you.

/ CONCLUSION /

The panel | used for this guide is an ugly panel, so
here's a shot of a panel that | did that looks good, and
what it looks like on a machine.

The result is so simple, so clean, but it's one of the
biggest aspects of case modding. Now, you're not
limited to a square window like | did here. You could
do acircle, triangle, heck, you could do a window in the
shape of the number 42. It's all up to you. You could
add some fans into the panel if you want for added
cooling in your case. That's all up to you.

If you're struggling, drop me an email at ett@nag.
co.za. Have fun, and let me know how it went!  NAG

Ettienne Venter
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/ GG/

NO UR FACE

hen [ was asked to submit a photograph of
meself for the latest annual NAG extreme

makeover, I immediately tried to book a taxi off-
world. I mean, not only do I suffer the monthly indignity
of publishing this pseudo-intellectual drivel under my
actual real name and everything, I was now expected to
put my actual real face on it too. OH NOES, THERE GOES
MY FRAGILE ANONYMITY. It's kind of a big deal®.

So anyway, here's me. [ look sort of gormless because
whenever I pose for a photo, I'm caught somewhere
in between smiling, sobbing, and trying desperately to
contrive instant powers of invisibility.

Now that you know my name and what I look like, you
might as well also know that I own a pair of vinyl hi-tops
trimmed in purple and neon yellow, I'm left-handed, I
occasionally smoke cigarillos, I have an identical twin
sister, I'm a chronic insomniac, I taught myself to speak
Swedish when [ was 12, [ seem to notice the number
“314" at least once each day, I prefer Irish whiskey to
scotch, I failed grade 9 maths and subsequently dropped
the subject because I had — and have - absolutely no
idea how algebra or geometry work, I'm pathologically
shy, I swear excessively, [ secretly listen to Erasure when
nobody'’s looking, I shaved my head when I was 16 or
so in an (unsuccessful) attempt to get myself suspended
from school, I barely tolerate temperatures over 25°C,

[ have four tattoos, I used to play guitar in an almost-
popular band, I'm mortally terrified of lizards, I have an
extravagantly useless degree in Classical Latin, I'm a fully-
qualified high school senior English teacher, and this one
time, I was involved in a car accident with a speedboat?.

You probably now know approximately 13000° percent
more about me than you know about most - if not all - of
the people you play games with online. And that's just
starting with my name.

It's rather extraordinary, isn't it? Sure, it's not just online
gaming - it applies somewhat to the internet in general
— but the fastidiously-maintained culture of anonymity
is maybe more remarkable in this context, because of
the otherwise unusually high degree of social interaction

“I have four tattoos, I used to play guitar
in an almost-popular band, I'm mortally
terrified of lizards, I have an extravagantly
useless degree in Classical Latin, I'm a
fully-qualified high school senior English
teacher, and this one time, I was involved
in a car accident with a speedboat.”

involved. [ play regularly on Xbox LIVE with the same
crowd, for example, and I realised earlier that I know
almost nothing about any of them.

Obviously, that same anonymity readily lends itself to
certain modes of exceedingly selfish and vile behaviour —
which are really quite beyond the scope of this discussion
— but, perhaps more significantly, is it also precluding
meaningful relationships with others? Are we slowly,
inexorably, divorcing ourselves from reality, and instead
indulging artificial alt-personas at the expense of our true
selves? Does the concluding inclusion of a third, thought-
provoking question invest this paragraph with some
sense of obfuscating academic profundity?

[ was recently persuaded — with subterfuge, guile, and
false promises of choc-mint ice-cream - to sign up with
Twitter. If you'd like to become better acquainted with
just how terminally ordinary another gamer’s real life is,
follow me! @nxtrms. NAG

Tarryn van der Byl

"Emotionally, that is. | didn't get a raise.

2The speedboat’s fault too.

| guessit's not just algebra and geometry. It's numbers.

7 Just, please, guys, seriously. Stop trying to add me on Facebook. I'd like some privacy left over.

u
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